I  pline  to  be  admioistered  bjr  a  atandiDg  committeei 

from  the  communicants,  with  the  right  of  appeal  to 
the  Presbytery  or  the  church,  as  the  acciisedparty 
should  be  a  Presbyterian  or  a  Congiegatiooalist,the 
standing  committee  (if  they  choose)  l^iug  repre¬ 
sented  by  one  ot  its  members  in  the  Presbytery. 

This  is  the  whole  of  the  famous  Plan  of  Union. 
Is  it  not  amazing  that  grare  divines  should,  on  the 
one  side,  have  set  this  up  as  such  a  bugbear  to  fright 
the  church  from  its  propriety,  and  on  the  other  have 
seemingly  considered  its  existence  as  of  the  last 
importance  ?  Can  any  one  be  serious  in  asserting 
that  its  existence  has  destroyed  the  Mace  and  purity 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  ?  It  does  not  provide 
for  the  admission  of  any  one  to  the  church,  or  to  the 
ministry,  or  to  any  connection  with  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  any  manner,  much  less  in  contravention 
of  its  constitution.  The  Presbyterian  minister,  by 
the  express  provision  ot  the  Plan,  is  still  a  Presb^r* 
terian  minister,  and  the  Congregational  church  is 
still  Congregational.  Private  Christians  and  pas¬ 
tors,  clergy  and  laity,  are  undisturbed  in  their  re¬ 
spective  creeds,  forms  of  government,  and  ecclesi¬ 
astical  connection^  The  question  whether  one  be 
a  minister  or  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
cannot,  in  any  way,  depend  upon  the  Plan  of  Union, 
or  be  affected  or  influenced  by  it.  The  Presbyterian 
bishop  becomes  such  by  the  laying  on  of  hands  of 
the  Presbytery,  or  by  being  received  into  the  Pres¬ 
bytery,  and  not  by  any  Plan  of  Union.  Congrega- 
tionalisls  were  no  more  made  Presbyterians,  than 
Presbyterians  were  made  Congregationalists.  The 
Congregationalists  were  not  brought  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Assembly,  nor  the  Presbyterians 
under  the  Association.  And  as  it  does  not  affect 


neral  Assembly,  which  will  take  proper  order  there 
on.” 

These  resolutions,  it  will  be  seen,  are  all  made 
to  depend  upon  the  character  of  the  Plaa  of  Union, 
If  the  Plan  of  Union  was  constitutional,  the  resoln- 
tions  fall  of  course  to  the  ground.  It  is  important, 
then,  to  inquire  into  its  nature,  and  the  consequences 
of  its  abrogation.  Much  of  the  confusion  and  diffi¬ 
culty  seems  to  have  arisen  from  false  notions  of  that 
Plan.  Both  parties  seem  to  have  acted  on  supposi 
tions  entirely  erroneous*  having  treated  it  as  a  Plan 
for  uniting  the  Presflyterian  and  Congregational 
churches — for  introducing  into  the  bosom  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  all  the  Congregationalists  in 
the  new  settlements,  withunt  their  submitting  to 
onr  tests,  adopting  our  standards,  submitting  to  our 
discipline,  or  acknowledging  our  jurisdiction.  It  is 
often  spoken  of  as  a  plan  foi  uniting  the  two  chur¬ 
ches:  one  of  the  resolutions  calls  it  a  Plan  of  Union 
between  the  General  Assembly  and  the  General 
Association!  The  Plan  was  plainly  never  so  in¬ 
tended,  and  could  never  have  any  such  operation. 
Its  object,  its  intention,  and  operation,  are  clearly 
expressed  in  it,  and  can  be  ascertained  only  from 
its  own  language.  Let  us  look  carefully  at  it  in  a 
spirit  of  candor.  It  is  as  follows : 

THE  PLAN  OF  UNION. 

From  the  Assembly’*  Digest,  page  297. 

A  plan  of  union  between  Presbyterians  and  Con¬ 
gregationalists,  in  the  new  settlements,  adopted 

in  1801. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider 
and  digest  a  plan  of  government  for  the  churches 
in  the  new  settlements,  was  taken  up  and  consider¬ 
ed  ;  and  after  mature  deliberation  on  the  same,  ap¬ 
proved,  as  follows : 

Regulations  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  America,  and  by  the 
General  Association  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
(provided  said  Association  agree  to  them)  with  a 
view  to  prevent  alienation  and  promote  union  and 
harmony,  in  those  new  settlements  which  are  com¬ 
posed  of  inhabitants  from  these  bodies. 

1.  It  is  strictly  enjoined  on  all  their  missionaries 
to  the  new  settlements,  to  endeavor,  by  all  proper 
means,  to  promote  mutual  forbearance  and  accom¬ 
modation,  between  those  inhabitants  of  the  new 
settlements  who  hold  the  Presbyterian  and  those 
who  hold  the  Congregational  form  of  church  gov- 1 
einmeut. 

2.  If  in  the  new  settlements,  any  church  of  the 
Congregational  order  shall  settle  a  minister  of  the 
Presbyterian  order,  that  church  may,  if  they  choose, 
still  conduct  their  discipline  according  to  Congre¬ 
gational  principles,  settling  their  difficulties  among 
themselves,  or  by  a  council  mutually  agreed  upon 
for  that  purpose:  But  if  any  difficulty  shall  exist 
between  the  minister  and  the  church  or  any  member 
of  it,  it  shall  be  referred  to  the  presbytery  to  which 
the  minister  shall  belong,  provided  both  parties 
agree  to  it ;  if  not,  to  a  council  consisting  of  an 


church,  and  the  judicatory  respsetively.  They  are 
absolute  :*so  that  if  a  church  admit  a  jnember,  or  a 
Presbytery  ..license,  ordain,  or  receive  a  minister, 
or  organize  or  acknowledge  a  church;  if  a  Synod 
erect  tfr  divide  a  Presbytery  ;  if  the  Assembly' 
eicct  new  Synods,  there  is  no  power  to  gainsay  it. 
From  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  the  act  must  be 
foiever  valid,  however  ill  advised  and  censurable  it 
may  be. 

The  connexion  between  the  church  and  its  mem¬ 
ber*,  can  be  dissolved  i/I 'only  two  ways,  viz: — a 
letter  of  dismission  with  recommendation  to  anoth¬ 
er  ebuteb,  and  excommunication  or  declaring  them 
out  of  ecclesiastical  connexion. 

For  the  purposes  of  advice,  management,  and 
discipline,  the  church  has  established  by  her  own 
creation,  judicatories  or  courts  and  councils.  They 
are,  the  Church  Session,  the  Presbjtery,  the  Synod, 
liie  General  Assembly ;  each  having  the  powers 
and  duties  given  to  it  by  the  constiiution,  and  no 
others. 

The  session  consists  of  the  paslor  and  ruling 
elders  of  a  particular  church.  The  lay  members  are 
chosen  by  the  chuich.  It  is  bharged  with  the  re¬ 
ligious  care  and  discipline  of  the  members  of  that 
church.  Before  it,  all  trials  of  lay  members  of  the 
church  must  first  take  place,  and  by  it  all  censure 
upon  them  must  be  inflicted. 


These  punishments  or  censures  must  be  inflicted 
with  solemnity.  The  delinquent  must  have  sen- 
teqpe  passed  upon  him  in  the  presence  of  the 
church  or  congregation  to  which  he  belongs.  The 
sentence  must  always  state  the  names  of  the  party, 
the  specific  offence  for  which  he  is  sentenced,  and 
that  he  has  been  convicted  by  sufficient  proof,  or  is 
guilty  by  his  own  confession. 

On  satisfactory  evidence  of  penitence,  the  guilty 
one  is  to  be  restored  to  all  his  privileges,  and  on  no 
other  grounds  can  he  be  ever  restored  or  re-admitted 
to  the  church. 

These  are  the  most  common  every-day  principles 
of  Presbyterianism,  incorporated  into  its  code  by 
those  jealous  sticklers  for  the  security  of  religious 
freedom,  who  laid  deep  and  strong  the  foundations 
of  our  church  polity,  and  never  lost  sight  of  by  those 
who  in  later  times  extended  and  carried  up  the 
noble  si^erstructure.  Tested  by  them,  what  be¬ 
comes  of  the  resolutions  cutting  off  large  portions 
of  the  church?  Construe  them  as  we  will,  view 
them  in  any  light,  is  it  not  true  that  they  violate 
every  one  of  these  principles,  and  seem  to  have  been 
passed  in  utter  derision  of  all  our  constitutional 
rights  and  safe  guards  ?  The  General  Assembly,  a 
mere  appellate  couit — sitting  in  Philadelphia — has 
inflicted  the  highest  ecclesiastical  penalty  on  60,000 
laymen  and  500  clergymen — residing  in  other  states 
mrwy  hundred  miles  distant — without  notice — with¬ 
out  accuser—wiihout  accusation-  -without  citation— 
without  proof  or  pretence  of  trial — without  sentence 
— without  naming  an  individual — or  specifying  an 


niently  large,  and  parts  were  formed  into  serrate 
Synods.  Thus,  nut  bj|||||  introduction  of  n%w  ale- 
mdBts,-but  by  a  contii^B  division  of  Uie  genuine 
old  Presbyterian  judicl^ni^s,  the  lit4e  assembly 
that  met  ia  apostolic  harmony  in  1789,  grew  into* 
theareat  aoutacordant  politico-religions  multitude 
of  1837.  '  ’  • 

While  the  cHuren-was  thus  spreading  over  our 
vast  territory,  the  State  of  Connecticut  was  the 
hive,  fiom  which  swarms  of  emigrants  went  to  the 
fertile  regions  ol  the  frontier.  Our  borders  wete 
principally  occupied  by  Congregt^ionalists,  in  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  General  Association  of  Connecti¬ 
cut,  and  by^  Presbyterians  in  connexion  with  the 
General* Assembly.  As  for  their  common  interest, 
they  banded  together  against  the  savage  and  the 
wild  beast,  and  joined  hands  in  throwing  up  their 
dwellings  and  foitresses  without  disputing  about  the 
fashiofl  ol  either ;  so,  for  their  common  faith  and 
worship,  they  were  willing  to  make  common  cause 
in  building  up  churcties,  and  securing  and  sustain¬ 
ing  the  protecting  institutions  of  religion,  without 
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THEOLOGICAL  DISCUSSION. 


The  Presbytery  consists  of  all  the  ministers  and 
one  elder  delegated  annually  from  each  congregation, 
in  a  certain  district,  embracing  at  least  three  minis¬ 
ters.  The  lay  members  are  chosen  by  the  sessions. 
Before  this  court  all  trials  of  ministers  must  first 
take  place,  and  by  it  all  censure  upon  thfa  in¬ 
flicted.  ^ 

The  Synod  is  a  convention  of  all  thWninisters 
and  one  elder  from  each  flNfregalion  in  a  certain 
district,  embracing  at  leastBrM  Presbyteries.  The 
lay  delegates  are  chosen  by  the  sessions.  This  is  a 
mere  appellate  court  and  supervisory  council. 

The  General  Assembly  is  the  highest  court  and 
council  of  the  church,  and  consists  ol  an  equal  dele- 


as  great  canstitutional  measures  of  reform ;  pruning 
and  perfecting  the  church,  lopping  off  the  tainted 
branches,  to  give  strength,  and  bloom,  and  freshness 
to  the  rest.  Others  have  looked  upon  them  with 
amaxament,  as  tyrannical  and  oppressive  measures 
—originating  in  bigotry  and  spiritual  pride— pur¬ 
sued  to  their  conclusion  with  the  hot  haste  ol  a 
factious  determination  to  triumph,  right  or  wrong, 
and  in  their  intended  operation,  disorganizing,  dis- 
trnctire,  and  totally  subversive  of  the  constitution. 
So  wide  a  difference  of  opinion,  among  intelligent 
men,  shows  thst  violent  party  feeling,  rather  than 
careful  investigation  and  sound  leasoning,  have  led 
the  mind  to  its  conclusions.  The  controversy,  in 
this  point  of  ^ew,  is*  a  most  unfortunate  one.  It  is 
painiul  to  see  the  sacred  profession  degraded  by  a. 
mere  party  drill,  and  with,  at  least,  seeming  hos- 
tilUv,  quarreling  for  the  mastery,  instead  of  con¬ 
tending,  with  generous  ardor,  for  the  truth. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  those  who  have  so  far 
mingled  in  the  controversy,  and  felt  its  excitements, 
as  to  have  become  party  men,  will  be  easily  induced 
to  change  their  views.  The  pride  of  opinion,  offend¬ 
ed  self-complacency,  blind  zeal,  and  party  spirit, 
will  continue  to  control  such  men.  But  there  is 
still  a  large  majority  o(  the  Presbyterian  church, 
who  though  interested  in  the  questions  which  have 
arisen,  have  not  been  partakers  in  the  strife.  They 
seek  to  know  the  truth,  and  they  are  willing  to 
stand  by  the  right  tilt  the  right  shall  finally  prevail. 
They  feel,  as  well  they  may,  that  the  triumph  of 
this  man,  or  that — the  ascendancy  of  one  party  or 
.the  other,  are,  in  all  just  estimation,  as  the  smaller 
dost  of  the  balance  compared  with  the  great  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  the  harmonious 
and  easy  selion  of  that  great  system  of  moral  ma¬ 
chinery,  for  evangelizing  the  world. 

So  much  has  been  already  said  and  written  on  the 
subject,  that  any  thing  further  would  seem  to 
useledb,  were  it  not  that  all  seem  to  have  failed  fio 
present  at  once,  a  complete,  impartial,  and  unin- 
cumbereu  view  of  the  case.  vSueb  a  view,  it  is  be¬ 
lieved,  may  still  be  ^iven  with  great  advantage,  if 
we  look  to  the  decision  of  this  controversy  alone. 
Bat  there  is  a  greater  and  more  abiding  benefit 
which  may  result  from  a  full  and  fair  view  of  the 
matter.  The  dispute  has  exposed  a  most  lamenta¬ 
ble  ignorance  of  the  constitution  of  the  church,  and 
the^htsant^  —.i  ..r:.- 

and  councils. 

by  Providence,  to  agitate  the  church- 
sharpen  OUT  *  i— ...  i 

lout  eye  t_ 


of  not  more  than  twenty-four  ministers — two  min¬ 
isters  and  two  elders  from  each  Presbytery  of  more  ] 
than  twenty-four,  and  not  more  than  forty-eight 
ministers,  and  so  on.  The  representation  being 
always  made  to  depend  upon  the  number  of  minis¬ 
ters  and  not  of  churches.  All  its  members  are  equal 
in  power  and  rank.  They  are  styled  commission¬ 
ers,  and  are  appointed  yearly  by  the  Presbyteries 
at  their  last  meeting  before  the  session  of  the  As¬ 
sembly.  The  Assembly  has  no  continued  existence 
from  year  to  year.  It  is  succession  not  continu¬ 
ance.  Every  year  there  is  a  meeting  of  another 
Assembly,  not  another  meeting  of  the  Assembly. 
At  the  end  of  a  session  it  is  dissolved,  not  ad¬ 
journed. 

These  bodies  gw^l  councils.  .  If  is  their  right 
and  their  duty,  with^^^  circuit  of  their  jurisdic 

E;ive  their  advieff nd  recommendatim^in  all 
relating  to  thW^ood  order  of  the  clnRh,  in 
id  practice.  They  are  all  courts.  The 
lession  and  the  presbytery  alone  have  origi- 
sdiction.  The  synods  and  the  Assembly 
rely  courts  of  review — appellate  courts. 


cause  of  “  gross  disorders to  reform  the  chuich 
to  purify  ihe  church,  to  secure  truth  and  righteous¬ 
ness;  because  they  are  lax  in  doctrine.  They  are 
the  advocates  of  ertor.  These  charges  are  not  con¬ 
tained  in  iheir  sentence,  but  they  are  the  grounds  ot 
complaint  as  put  form  in  speeches,  letters,  and  peri¬ 
odicals,  to  affect  the  public  mind.  This  is  the  con- 


odicals,  to  affect  the  public  mind, 
struction  given  to  these  resolutions^  by  tliose  who  | 
were  most  zealous  iu  procuring  their  passage.  In 
any  just  view  of  the  case  it  was  excommunication, 
without  form  and  without  cause,  of  all  the  members 
of  the  church,  in  certain  districts  of  country — a  Pres¬ 
byterian  instead  of  a  papal  interdict.  Withe  ut  dis¬ 
tinction  of  age,  or  sex,  or  condition,  those  who  have 
been  baptized  into  the  Presbyterian  church ;  those 
who  have  taken  the  vows  of  God  upon  themselves 
in  that  church,  and  have  ever  since  sat  at  its  tables  ; 
from  the  large  and  devoted  churches  in  the  towns 
and  villages,  to  the  poor  and  solitary  Christian 


3.  If  a  Ptesby  terian  church  shall  settle  a  minister 
of  Congregational  principles,  that  church  may  still 
conduct  their  discipline  according  to  Presbyterian 
principles ;  excepting  that  if  a  difficulty  arise  be¬ 
tween  him  and  his  chuich,  or  any  member  of  it,  the 
cause  shall  be  tried  by  the  Association  to  which  the 
said  minister  shall  belong,  provided  both  parties 
agree  to  it ;  otherwise  by  a  council,  one  halt  Con- 


clainilf  makir^KM^'  I  am  thus  particular  on 
ttys  point,  bB^^Kne  “usurped  claim  of  making 
laws,”  was^^tlny  set  up,  and  these  proceedings 
justified  as  I^Vative  acts.  These  bodies  too,  as  to 
their  existence  and  action  are  entirelvDitleu^Tidenf 
of  each  other.  iiT 

one,  in  ni(f  wav-'dflf^s  tke  ihe^^ainbly, 


Bn  woiadiately  proq^^^^l  secur^^BPenquest, 
^  nets  of  nullification  and  exyluoion — and,  by  im- 
P.Ufilng  Hew  tests,  e  popular  voice 

I'raB  evar  ptiMiog  thedMuMP  VBejBinoritv. 

It  ha^  been  observefl^nat  a  large  pait  of  the  re¬ 
presentatives  from  the  Presbyteries  in  Western 
New-Yotk,  and  the  Western  Reserve,  had  usually 
voted  against  the  wishes  of  the  disunionists,  and 
those  regions  were  the  “new  settlements”  of  1801, 
where  the  plan  of  union  was  designed  to  operate. 

_ _ The  leading  disunionists  thought  this  furnished  the 

and  1  means  of  getting  rid  of  a  troublesome  minority — 
and,  on  their  suggestion,  the  Assembly  passed  reso- 
,  '  „  tg  the  plan  of 

union — excluding  from  the  church,  the  Synods  of 


any  manTterTreTOme  extinct,  all  tne  oilier  judicafo- ' 
lies  would  be  unimpaired.  So  one  judicatory  has 
no  power  over  another.  The  higher  judicatory  has 
power  over  the  past  proceedings  and  decisions  of 
ttie  lower  ones,  in  certain  cases,  to  review  and 
censure,  affirm  or  reverse,  the  proceeding  or  decis 
ion,  but  over  the  ' 


decision  ol  another  Assembly  ;  but  it  is  its  clear 
right  to  decide  a  precisely  similar  case  in  a  directly 
opposite  manner.  It  is  one  of  the  first  and  funda¬ 
mental  principles  of  Presbyterianism,  in  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  General  Assembly,  that  the  intelli¬ 
gence,  and  wisdom,  and  piety  of  the  church,  for  the 
time  being,  are  to  be  brought  together  in  council 
every  y  ear,  by  represen  tatives  recen  tly  chosen,  fresh 
from  the  people,  constituting  a  new  Assembly, hav¬ 
ing  not  only  the  right,  but  bound  in  duty  to  escer- 
cise  their  own  judgment  in  all  matters  brought 
under  their  cognizance. 

The  Assembly,  then,  had  abundant  power  to 
abrogate  the  Plan  ot  Union,  and  by  their  resolution 
passed  on  the  23d  May,  1837,  it  was  abrogated.  It 
was  thereby  abrogated.  It  was  then  abrogated.  It 
existed  till  that  time,  and  no  longer.  And  the  only 
consequence  that  could  follow  from  rescinding  the 
Plan  would  be,  that  fiom  that  day,  there  would  be 
no  longer  any  Plan  of  Union  between  Presbyterians 
and  Congregationalists,  in  the  new  settlements,  in 
the  support  of  the  gospel.  Each  sect  must  stand 
alone,  and  bear  its  own  burdens.  Whether  its  ope¬ 
ration  brought  any  one  into  the  church  or  not,  its 
abrogation  could  turn  no  one  out  of  the  church: 
members  are  nut  thus  turned  out  of  the  church. 
Then  its  abrogation  would  draw  after  it  no  such 
consequences  as  the  disunionists  supposed,  and  by 
their  resolutions  of  exclusion  declared.  It  could  by 
no  possibility  have  a  retioactive  effect,  or  an  expul¬ 
sive  effect. 

But  what  effect  do  the  resolutions  declare  to  have 
followed  from  this  abrogation  ?  It  will  nut  be  de¬ 
nied  that  they  can  have  no  operation,  except  such 
as  is  lully  and  clearly  expressed  in  them.  If  those 
who  framed  them  have  not  expressed  their  inten¬ 
tions,  they  have  not  done  what  they  inteuded.  If 
they  have  passed  nugatory  or  absurd  resolutions,  it 
is  loo  late  to  give  them  force  and  effect  by  construc¬ 
tion,  and  to  eke  them  out  by  after  thoughts.  Speech¬ 
es,  in  or  out  of  the  Assembly,  cannot  be  referred  to 
to  explain  or  extend  them.  Penal  decrees  must  be 
construed  strictly.  1  cannot  help  thinking  that 
their  meaning,  their  construction,  (supposing  them 
valid)  has  been  misunderstood. 

They  declaie  that  the  four  “  Synods”  ore  “no 
longer  a  part,”  “  an  integral  portion”  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  church.  Part  of  the  church  1  A  portion  of 
the  church  !  Is  any  synod  a  part  of  the  church  ? 
A  synod  is  not  a  part  of  the  church.  It  is  a  local 
court  of  the  church,  created  by  the  church,  for  the 
convenience  and  protection  of  a  part  of  the  chuich. 
If  a  synod  be  dissolved,  or  destroyed,  or  merged, 
the  church  is  entire.  It  loses  none  of  its  parts.' 
The  church  is  composed  of  members,  and  noth¬ 
ing  else.  It  is  not  composed  of  assemblies,  and 
synods,  and  presbyteries,  and  sessions,  but  of  indi¬ 
viduals.  Could  anything  be  more  nonsensical  than 
I  to  say  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Stale  of  New 
York  is  not  a  part,  an  integral  portion  of  the  United 
I  Stales  of  America  ?  And  yet  the  cases  are  precisely 
)  similar.  If,  by  any  means,  there  should  be  neither 


comes  from  another  denomination  !  (  Whatdenom-  P^sbytery  ;  if  a  Congi^egationalist,  he  shall  have 
ination  ?)  “  He  bends  low,  and  in  a  bondman’s  key,  f  communi- 

wiih  bated  breath  and  whispering  humbleness”  chuich .  in  the  former  case,  the  deter- 

asks  to  be  taken  into  the  church,  and  to  be  allowed  of  ‘be  Presbytery  shall  be  final,  unless  the 

to  pass  for  a  Presbyterian  mtnUter!  Hear  the  fhurch  consent  to  a  further  appeal  to  the  Synod,  or 
youngsters  whom  he  baptized,  and  taught,  catechise  ^*®®o‘bIy;  and  (he  latter  case, 

him  !  Hear  them  “  require  k  him  in  the  form  ot  condemned  shall  wish  for  a  trial  by  a 

the  book,  a  full  assent  to  the  questions,  which  are  ‘b®  cause  shal  be  referred  to  such 

directed  to  be  asked  of  candidates  for  licensute  and  council.  And  provided  the  said  standing  committee 
ordination  !”  If  they  are  satisfied,  his  “  kind  sirs,  “^church  shall  depute  one  of  themselves  to  at- 
I  thank  you,”  ends  the  scene. 

It  seems  to  me,  that  the  mere  stating  of  the  case  f  ‘be  Presbytery,  as  a  ruling  elder  of 

shows  that  these  resolutions  of  exclusion  can  by  no  ®  ^  eiian  church. 

possibility  have  any  validity  as  resolutions  of  ex-  ft  is  a  plan  solely  for  new  settlements.”  It 
elusion.  Let  us  examine  them,  however,  more  par-  cannot,  by  any  fair  construction  of  its  letter,  be  held 
ticularly.  They  are  as  follows :  to  operate  in  old  settlements,  and  its  spirit  and  ob- 

“  But  as  the  Plan  of  Union  adopted  lor  the  new  j®ct  confine  it  to  new  settlements.  It  sprang  from 
settlements  in  1801,  was  originally  an  unconstitu-  ‘be  occasion.  It  was  a  missionary  plan-— a  pioneer 
tional  act  on  the  part  of  that  Assembly — these  im-  plan.  It  was  to  follow  the  woodman  with  his  axe, 
portant  standing  rules  having  never  been  submitted  make  provision  for  the  few  and^  far-off,  but  mix- 
to  the  Presbyteries ;  and  as  they  were  totally  desti-  ed  settlers  in  the  wilderness.  Utica  and  Buffalo, 
tute  of  authority  as  proceeding  Irom  the  General  Geneva  and  Rochester,  are  in  no  sense  new  setile- 
Association  of  Connecticut,  which  is  invested  with  m®nts,  whatevei  they  were  thirty-five  years  ago. 
no  power  to  legislate  in  such  cases,  and  especially  .  ''las  confined  to  new  settlements  composed  ol 
to  enact  laws  to  regulate  churches  not  witbiu  her  inhabitants  in  connection  with  the  General  As- 
limits ;  and  as  much  confusion  and  irregularity  have  sembly  and  the.  General  Association  of  Connecti- 
arisen  from  this  unnatural  and  unconstitutional  sys-  — “new  settlements  composed  of  inhabitants 


itself  there  is  no  power. 
The  Assembly,  ora  synod,  has  no  more  power  to 
destroy  a  session  or  a  presbytery,  than  a  session  or 
a  presbytery  has  tojdestroy  a  eyned.  or  the  Assem¬ 
bly  ;  and  the  Assembly  can  no  more  destroy  a  synod 
than  it  can  a  session.  Neither  has  one  judicatory 
the  right  to  try  or  condemn  another  judicatory. 
Their  whole  power  is  over  their  records  and  pio- 

tedings.  This  is  in  the  natuie  of  things.  You 
ay  try  and  punish  individuals,  but  you  cannot  try 
M  punish  conventions  and  assemblies  ;  the  idea  is 
Lridiculous  and  absurd.  Neither  can  a  member  of 
^  r  tests.  These  acts  were  the  moTF  a  judicatory,  as  such,  be  tried  or  censured.  It  is  as 
rigni  mcT  «,■*  .V—..,,  easily  accomplished,  inasmuch  as  the  reading  clerk,  a  member  of  the  church,  or  as  a  minister  of  the  goa- 

carefully  sWdy  the  constiiution,  form  of  government,  (whose  whole  duty  is  to  read  correctly,)  in  read-  pel,  and  in  no  other  capacity  or  character  that  he  is 

’  t  - . —  u-.linrr  tha  mil  In  filrp  iKp  mipetinnc  nmiitPiL  infpn-  liable  to  trial  and  punishment. 

tionally,  the  names  of  a  large  number  of  the  union-  The  great  principles  of  American  liberty  are  the 
ists,  who  were  actual  sitting  members  of  the  As-  foundation  principles  of  religious  liberty  and  Pres- 

_ LI—  bU-.  _ bL-.  a  I  _ „  rA**  ■  1  1  .*.  ^  .  mi 


The  occasion  seems  to  me  to  be  sent 
'i — to  arouse  I _ 

rui  vigilance — to  make  us  look  with  a  jea-  .  , 

I _ to  the  foundations  of  our  rights  and  the  lulions,  without  notice,  ^abrogatin; 

forms' and  fastenings  of  our  securities.  Bigotry  =-=l-d:r~ 

may  be  forging  fetters  for  us.  Intolerance  may  be  Western  *'®*>®''’ 
preparing  to  scourge  as  with  scorpions.  A  negli-  binding  the  clei 
gent  disregard  to  truth,  and  genuine  piety,  may  be  Asseinbly, 
permitting  errorists  to  pour  poison  into  the  fount-  gions;  and  dei 
tains  of  church  ministration,  or  stealthily  to  remove  ”®w  Presbyteiii 
the  landmarks  of  the  faith.  While  men  are  thus  ‘ri]  ■f‘®|‘  much 
awake,  and  fearful  lest  evils  and  abuses  should  ac-  i®?,  even  i 
quire  strength  by  age,  and  impunity  by  proscriptive  mining  to  nevv 
right,  they  will  the  more  readily,  a^nd  the  more  ' 

STiiIciplVn"e7onVa"radmSe"''s*yst^^^^  mg  ‘be  roll  to  take  the  questions,  omiued,  inten 

come  down  to  us— always  sabstaniially  the  same—  tionally,  the  names  of  a  large  number  of  the  union 
through  SO  many  generations  of  pious,  intelligent,  is‘8,  who  were  actual  sitting  members  of  the  As 
liberty-loving  Presbyterians.  It  is  the  hope  ol  ex-  sembly,  and  the  modeialor,  and  the  Assembly,  de 
tending  a  clearer  view,  and  a  more  correct  know-  cided  it  was  out  of  order  for  them  to  ask  for  the  en 

.  .  ..  .  .  _  j-  _ _ _ j  — ^  leivmpnt  nf  thpir  nrivilpflrp  nf  vnlincr. 


“Resolved,  That  the  act  of  the  Assembly  of  1801,  tionalists  from  the  rest  of  New  England.  Congre- 
enlitled  a  Plan  of  Union,  &c.  be,  and  the  same  is,  gationalists  from  Massachusetts  were  no  more 
hereby  abrogated.”  embraced  in  it  than  Quakers  from  Rhode  Island.  I 

“  Resalved,  That  by  the  operation  of  the  abroga-  Congregationalists  connected  with  the  Connecticut 
tion  of  the  Plan  of  Union  of  1801,  the  Synod  of  the  Association,  and  Presbyterians  connected  with  the 
Western  Reserve  is,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be.  General  Assembly,  were  alone  the  subjects  of  the 
no  longer  a  part  of  the  Presbyterian  chuich  in  the  Plen  ;  and  it  is  presumed  that  the  General  Associ- 
United  States.”  ation  does  not  now  claim  any  jurisdiction  in  those 

Be  it  resolved,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  settlements.  The  Plan  of  Union  had  therefore,  by 
Presbyterian  church  in  the  United  States  of  Araer-  i‘s  own  limitation,  ceased  to  have  any  legitimate 
ica:  operation  in  the  greater  portion  of  the  Western  Re¬ 


powers  and  duties  ot  all  tne  courts  ana  councils,  ' 
wei«  at  this  time  prescribed  and  defined  in  a  written  ' 
constitution,  which  by  alterations  and  amendments 
has  become  the  present  constitution. 

Every  body  knows  how  the  spirit  of  our  free  in¬ 
stitutions  was  the  bieaih  of  a  new  life  to  our 
country,  and  how,  after  the  adoption  of  the  federal 
constitution  in  1788,  the  nation  spread  onward  into 
the  wilderness.  So,  too,  our  church,  organized  in 
the  tepubliean  simplicity  and  equality  of  the  New 
Testament,  and  recognizing  and  adopting  the  immu- 
Uble  principles  of  human  rights,  grew  with  the 
country,  and  spread  onward  and  around,  as  the  re¬ 
ceding  forests  opened  new  regions  to  be  Christian¬ 
ized.  As  the  church  grew,  its  courts  and  councils 
were  multiplied.  The  growth  was  in  the  churches, 
by  the  mere  addition  of  individual  members.  The 
jaultiplication  of  the  judicatories,  was  by  the  totally 
^^i^SereBt,  but  simple  process  of  subdivision.  Mem¬ 
bers  were  received  into  the  churches  by  the  ses- 
•  in  ‘iii®  naannei  alone  the  church  grew. 

members  increased,  and  emigrants  settled 
^phtd^borhoods,  separate  churches  were  formed, 
j  "^i*®  Presbyteries  were 

"  and  parts  were  organized  into  new 

^  nwbyterles.  The  Synods,  too,  became  inconve-i 

•A  article  in  the  Bib.  Repertory,  fer  July,  1837 — 
another  in  the  rame  journal  for  April,  1838,  published  in  the 
Presbytensn for  March  24ih.  The  Assenibiy’s  justificatory 


and  entering  into  its  covenant  obligations.  The 
session  is  the  sole  judge  of  their  fitness,  and  by  its 
decision  and  reception,  right  or  wrong,  constitutes 
them  members  of  the  chuich.  The  church  consists 
of  nothing  but  members,  and  these  are  of  twct^lasses, 
clergymen  and  laymen.  Clergymen  are  made  such 
by  the  licensure  and  ordination  of  the  Presbytery,  or 
by  the  reception  of  the  Presbytery,  if  previously 
ordained.  The  Presbytery  is  the  sole  judge  of  the 
matter  and  its  decision,  right  or  wrong,  makes  one 
a  Presbyterian  bishop.  An  individusu  once  in  the 
church,  or  the  ministry,  no  matter  how  improperly 
or  unwoithily,  most  remain  there  until  excluded  by 
regular  trial  and  sentence.  Let  his  present  or  pre¬ 
vious  character  or  conduct  be  what  it  may — a  sinner, 
an  infidel,  a  heretic,  a  blasphemer,  or  even  a  Con- 
gregationalist  from  Connecticut,  once  received  into 
the  church,  is  a  Presbyterian,  and  entitled  to  all  the 
lettwi-The  appeal  of  the  minority.-The  proceeding,  o'f  f  those  who  have  always 

th«  Auburn  Convention— The  opinions  of  Messrs.  Kent.  ‘I**  straitest  sect  of  our  religion.  He 

Wood,  Hopkins  and  Cltylon,  »nd  the  pamphlet  of  the  Rev.  nothing  by  nonuser  or  misuser  o{  his  rights. 

Wood,  arc  believed  to  contain  all  tlie  points  relied  upon  ‘ill  after  conviction.  The  constitution  prescribes 
by  the  parties.  1  have  carefully  examine*!  them,  but  have  no  mode  of  admission  to  a  church  or  a  judicatory, 
not  thought  it  important  to  take  up  thoB«  points  in  detail,  and  no  mode  of  forming  either  the  one  or  the  other. 
Many  of  them  on  both  aides,  seem  to  me  to  have  no  force.  The  whole  is  left  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the 
and  to  have  only  embarrassed  the  question.  But  no  cause  is  -  ^ 

reapoiuiMe  for  the  w^kness  or  sophistry  of  its  champions,  *  The  majority  being  changeable,  the  terms  majority  and 
nor  can  it  inake  a  ment  of  the  we^nessorsophirtry  of  hose  minonty  are  extremely  inconvenient  as  descriptive  of  the 
who  attack  It  My  obji^  has  only  bwn  to  seek  for  the  truth  prOcs.  The  terms  OH  School  and  New  School,  l*ing  also 
affirmatively,  and  to  derive  it  from  principles  so  simple  an*  hal.le  to  objection,  as  conveying  no  idea  of  the  distinction 
rBaM>Mbl<ao  well  aalablished  and  familiar,  as  to  commend  belw*cen  the  prties,  I  have  preferre*!  the  terms  “disunion- 
thamaelves  to  the  nndaotaading  of  every  one,  and  yet  so  ex-  Uu”  for  the  majority,  on  the  leading  measures  in  1637  and 
lanaiva  as  to  detiia  all  tfvn  poiaU.  “  uaionists”  f<u  the  other  party.  ’ 


It  is  plain,  that  if  the  retolu- 


VU..U1.  ii.  IB  piBiu,  luai.  11  lae  resolu¬ 
tions  do  not  operate  upon  individuals,  as  such,  they 
cannot  affect  any  one’s  membership  or  standing  in 
the  church,  or  “  relation  to  it.”  If,  however,  they 
had  clearly  pointed  out  individuals,  it  is  believed, 


than  that  a  Presbyteriau  minister  should  be  called 
to  a  Congregational  church,  and  vice  versa;  and 
the  second  feature  of  the  Plan  is  a  provision  for 
that  contingency.  It  recommends  that  all  should 
maintain  their  appropriate  forms  of  gover  nment 
and  discipline,  and  'preserve  unimpaired  their 
ecclesiastical  connection.  That  difficulties  between 
minister  and  people  be  arranged  by  a  sort  of  arbi- 


that  not  twenty  members  of  the  Assembly  could 
have  been  found  to  vote  for  them.  If  they  had 
named  the  four  hundred  Presbyterian  ministeis,  and 
thirty-five  thousand  communicants,  of  Presbyterian 
chnrches — “  strictly  Presbyterian  in  doctrine  and 
in  order” — who  believes  they  would  have  been 
passed  ?  Had  they  been  drawn.  Resolved,  That 
James  Jackson  and  Sarah  his  wife,  RachelJacksoni 
James  Smith,  Rev.  Charles  Jones,  James  Richards, 
D.  D.  (and  so  on,  naming  men,  women  and  children, 
cl®rgy  and  laity,)  are  no  longer  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  would  ten  persons  hate  voted 
for  them  ?  Waj  there  a  man  in  the  Assemfily  who 
would  have  proposed  such  a  resolntton  ?  If  they 
[CoHiinusd  sm  the  Aith  page.] 


doctrine  and  order :  Be  it  therefore  lurther  resolved, 
that  all  such  churches  and  ministers  as  wish  to 
unite  with  us,  are  hereby  directed  to  apply  for  ad¬ 
mission  into  those  Presbyteries,  belonging  to  our 
connection,  which  are  most  convenient  to  their  re- 
spectivi  lorations;  and  that  any  such  Presbyteries 
as  aforesaid,  being  strictly  Presbyterian  in  doctrine 
j  and  order,  and  now  in  connectioii  with  either  of 
said  Synods,  as  may  desire  to  unite  with  us,  are 
hereby  directed  to  make  application,  with  a  full 


tration  or  council,  half  -ot  each  sect,  unless  both 
parties  could  agree  that  the  matter  be  decided  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  forms  of  the  sect  to  which  the  minis¬ 
ter  belonged.  And  the  third  feature  of  the  Plan, 
is  a  recommendation  to  both  parties  ol  a  mixed 
settlement,  that  their  different  views  of  church  go¬ 
vernment  be  no  obstruction  to  their  uniting  in  one 
[  church  and  settling  a  minister — the  internal  disci- 


■tatement  of  their  respective  eases,  to  the  next  Qe- 


[  -  .  ■  ■■  . . . 
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tion  altogether ;  and  thus  preaome  to  bring,  aa  it  wete,  the 


Mt  MolLer !  1  am  far  away 

From  home,  and  love,  and  thee ; 

And  atranger  hands  may  heap  the  clay 
That  aoon  may  coTer  me. 

Yet  wo  shall  aaeet— perhaps  not  hero— 
But  in  yoa  shining  aauro  sphere  : 

And  if  there’s  aught  assures  mo  more, 
Ere  yet  my  spirit  fly, 

Tliat  Heavsn  has  mercy  still  in  store 
For  such  a  wretch  as  I, 

’Tis  that  a  heart  so  good  as  thine 
Must  bleed— must  burst  along  with  mine. 

And  life  is  short  at  best,  and  Time 
Must  soon  prepare  the  tomb } 

And  there  is  sure  a  happier  clime 
Beyond  i  his  world  of  gloeni : 

And  should  it  be  my  happy  lot. 

After  a  life  of  care  and  pain. 

In  sadness  spent,  or  spent  in  vain. 

To  go  where  sighs  and  sin  are  not— 
’Twill  make  the  half  my  heaven  to  bo. 
My  Mother,  overmoro  with  thee ! 


NRW-YORK  EVANGELIST. 

NEW-YORK,  SATURDAY,  APRIL  21,  1838. 


blind,  the  halt,  the  lame,  the  torh,  and  that  which  costa  them 
no'hingi^nto  the  sacred  service  of  the  sancthary.*  And  ought 
we  tu  suppose  that  such  services  will  meet  with  a  gracious 
acceptance!  in  tig;  days  of  David,  and  Asgph,  and  Heman, 
and  Jeduther,  when4hs  P>>tklms  were  produced  under  thein- 
Ihlliblc  guidanccrof  inspiration,  the  ^ople  were  taught  io 
sing.  'I'bere  were  then  thousands  of  teachers,  and  the 
people  doubtloBs  had  a  mind  to  learn.  Anu  now  while  we 
sing  the  same  themes  of  praise  tinder  the  light  of  a  fuller  dis- 
,  (H-nsation  of  the  gospgl,  shall  we  take  less  pains  than  for¬ 
merly,  as  to  the  manner  of  our  songs?  Or  rather,  as  the 
came  fur  holy  gratitude  and  heartfelt  joy  increases,  should 


mention.  Profe^r  Joshua  Seixas  i$.  Professor  Stuart, 
who  has  here  spwen  in  terms  of  approbetion  of  the  father 
has  elsewhere  given  no  Icsg  strong  testimonials  Ih  fk^ot  til 
the  son.  Ih  the  preface  to  the  fifth  edition  of  ||js  Hebrew 
Grammar,  he  says,  “  1  have  availed  inyaelf  of  the  cOVrectione 
and  of  some  additions,  which  my  frieml  Mr.  JeehtM  Seiiak 
has  suggested  to  roe,”  &c.  And  in  the  preface  to  bis  Cbree. 
tomathy,  after  stating  how  much  the  drork  is  indebted  for  iM 
accuracy  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Seixas,  he  adds,  “  This  gChtl^ 
man  is  the  soh  of  a  Jewish  Rabid,  ahd  pfofesses  a  know¬ 
ledge  ef  Hebrew,  which  la  bearly  Pernocliiar.” 

J'ho  above  has  been  written  eimply  to  remove  any  miaap.* 
prebeosioD  that  may  have  arisen  froiq  the  rWrosal  of  the  Re¬ 
view.  A  CcKliaTMAN, 


bility.  In  that  very  praetioal  aspeot,  as  related  to  their 
“application  of  the  constitutional  remedy  in  its  fullest 
extent, **  they  surely  never  thought  of  it  before.  It  atertlad 
some  of  them  at  its  announcement.  Some  of  the  We^er 
brethren  had  scruples  at  firs^  toucWng  Its  perfect  consti. 
tutionality.  Some  doubted  Its  expediency.  A  tew  even 
questioned  its  justice.  Others  thouglit  it  would  be  im¬ 
practicable  in  an  im]iro<nptu  way.  Some  thought  of  con¬ 
sequences,  and  how  it  would  ge  down  wi'h  the  American 
people.  Morn  than  eno  individual  counseled  a  course, 
on  the  principle  frttina  tenti  of  mitigated  hftte ;  they 
advised,  or  at  least  Irentured  to  suggest,  milder  measures, 
a  preliminary  and  premonitory  precess,  with  the  exscind, 
ing  catastrophe  held  '  ‘  -r  -  -- .i 


not  our  songs  i3'  |>rai^  be  iticreaslhg  In  sweetness  and  char¬ 
acteristic  expression '? 

But  let  us  once  more  appeal  to  the  scriptures,  and  jee 
what  they  require  which  implicilht  duty  of  cultivation.  In 
the  mterpretation  of  human  Ij^j^reat  stress  is  laid  upon 
definition)!.  The  most  im|M>r^Hmrisions  will  frerjnently 
turn  on  the  eiaat  signification single  wotd.  We  ought 
to  lie  no  Ices  scrupulous  in  reference  to  laws  that. arc  divine. 

What,  then,  ia  it  to  sing  the  praisesof  God,  as  contempla- 
ted  in  the  scriptures?  Binging,  during  the  whole  period  in 
which  the  Bible  was  written,  was  un(}cri»tood  lo  be  a  sort  of 
melodious,  distinct,  impassioned  enunciaiiim  The  vocal  art 
embraced  not  simply  the  item  of  music,  blit  that  of  the  im¬ 
pressive  delivery  of  the  language  which  fhrmed  the  subjecl 
matter  of  the  song.  This  we  may  learn  from  the  Bible 
itself,  us  well  as  from  tjio  history  of  the  art.  A  sinole  illus¬ 
tration— the  apostle  Pan',  will  suffice  our  purpose.  Y'o  con 
vince  one  of  the  primitive  churches  of  the  impossibility  ot 
edifying  the  unlearned,  by  prophesying  in  an  unknown 
tongue,  ho  alludestothe  established  method  of  singing.  As 
he  would  sing  intelligibly,  so  that  others  might  understand 
him;  so  he  would  pray  and  exhort  In  such  a  manner,  as 
that  those  who  occupy  the  seat  of  the  unlearned,  might  be 


For  the  Rew-Tork  jfiialigeilst. 

Read  the  Uble  throwch  In  eonrae. 

There  are  mqoy  who  have  not  read  the  word  of  God. 
I  kWow  that,  says  one, /or  there  are  many  who  havn  no 
access  to  it.  But,  I  mean,  that  there  are  many  whb  poa^ 
scss  it,  and  can  read  it  if  they  please,  who  have  not  read 
'  '  Men  thap  this,  is  true,  1  believe.  Aiw 


ing  catastrophe  held  in  the  abeyance  of  two  or  three 
years,  still  menaced,  and  at  last  executed,  if  they  did  not 
reform,  after  they  were  duly  warned  to  this  effect,  and 
after  their  sublimities  hod  graeidasly  given  them  space 
for  repentance. 

But  the  whirlwind  and  the  storm  is  not  the  clement 
for  doves.  The  more  earnest,  and  uncompromising,  and 
Died  thorough-going  any  one  was,  the  more  ho  flourished  into 
favor.  Old  ago  was  eclipsed  behind  the  neophytes  them- 
seivefc  had  lately  nurtured.  A  sapling  became  an  oak  in 
the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  tury  drove  tho  chariot,  and 
exscinding  was  tho  acclaim  of  tho  crowd.  Hand  joined 
in  hand,  and  the  convention  became  the  convulsion  of 
r  lour,  the  day.  Who  can  forget  the  exscinding  Assembly  ef 
sox.  1837  ? 

to  ihe  I  recur  to  the  fourth  sub-section.  “  No  judicial  deci. 
to  tell  »ion,  however,  of  a  judicatory,  shall  be  reversed,  unless 
sincle  ^  regularly  brought  up  by  appeal  or  complaMit.”  If 
,  this  means  to  check  the  passion  for  “  control,”  by  specify, 

k  r '"6  Inviolable  boundaries,  and  fo.'bidding  in 

advance  all  thought  of  reversal,  its  spirit  and  its  scope  is 
ind  an  plainly  conservative  of  tho  rights  and  the  prerogatives  of 
ension.  the  party  under  review.  It  is  a  barrier  against  oppres- 
ilfurent  sion.  It  is  a  grand  safeguard  of  the  lower  judicatories, 
^igfbcal  It  implies  the  recognised  danger  of  an  undue  exorcise  ot 
The  Picsbyteriau  church  of  NewOileans  power,  and  tho  Consequent  peril  of  the  weaker  party, 
e  for  its  connection  with  one,  its  founder  For  such  party  mainly  is  the  provision  made.  To  pro. 
quent  and  lamented  Rev.  Sylvester  Lar-  against  an  abuse  ol  power,  is  the  object  of  constitu- 

r  whose  name  a  sacred  emhusiarra  still  restrictions.  They  provide,  also,  against  tcinpta- 

c  eu  .  —  •  .  .  II  w  L  tions,  occasions,  and  axigcncics.  As  “  the  law  is  made 

,f  many  that  were  wont  to  ll.icn  to  h.r  v^icked,”  so  that,  comparatively,  there  need  be  no 

olemn  eloquence.  For  a  few  weeks  pre-  none  to  transgress,  none  that  need  to 

Mr.  Lamed  at  New  Orleans,  in  January,  pg  deterred  by  penalty  j  so  the  fences  of  right  and  the 
r  Christians  ihero  bad  enjoyed  the  prepa-  limits  of  powf  would  1)0  useless,  wore  it  not  for  dangers 
,CT.  Elias  Cornelius,  while  absent  from  arising  in  enreme  cases — were  it  not  for  tho  weakness 
missionary  tuur,  among  the  Indians  and  and  fallibility  of  men,  spell  of  a  tempting  cmcr. 

I.  gency  to  swerve  them  from  we  spheres  of  righteousness, 

to  lamented  servants  of  Qod,  who  were  When  so  swerved,  therefore,  it  is  no  fit  apology  to  plead 
iho  field  below  to  their  reward  on  hish,  Ih®  urgency  of  the  occasion;  it  is  like  saying,  I  sinned 
Annual  in  which  there  it  a  short  biovra.  Ijoca®®®  *1  temptation  that  beset 

,d)  there  was  in  many  point,  a  peculiar  oppressive  and  rigorous  because  I 

'  ’  a  peculiar  obey  it  without  resisting  a  mighty  temptation, 

n  e.  was  this  resemblance  in  fer-  ^bo  ever  resisted,  “without  am,”  suoh  great  temptations 
iding  eloquence,  and  even  in  ihe  nobility  gg  jbo  Savior  of  men  7  When  starving  nigh  to  death. 


tho  word  of  God.  Moio  thap  this,  it  true,  1  believe.  Aiw 
there  not  some  who  are  membera  of  ovangmical  cKur^ee 
who  have  not  read  the  word  of  God,  and  who  are  able  to 
redd  7  Perhaps  you  think  it  incredible.  What  ia  it  to 
read  the  word  of  God  as  it  has  been  delivered  to  ua  7  Ia 
I  it  to  read  only  tome  parts  of  it  7  Have  I  read  a  book 
whin  I  have  read  only  a  portion  of  it  7  Then  baa  a  pef. 


son  road  the  Bible  when  he  has  omitted  parts  of  it  7 
Now,  1  fear  there  are  professors  of  religion,  and  many 
othefs,  who  assent  to  the  truth  of  Christianity,  who  have 
not  read  all  that  God  has  addressed  to  them.  They  oft^ 
manifest  ignorance  of  some  of  the  moet  intelligible 
***  apoken.  They  hat>e  never  read  the 
iliMe  »n  couree.  That  explains  the  difficulty. 

There  are  others  who  have  read  the  Bible  through  enee 
■n  course.  Having  aceomplitbed  this  Herculean  task, 
perhaps  in  childhood  and  for  reward,  they  have  never  at- 
tempted  this  mighty  work  again.  They  do  little  more 
than  glance  at  a  chapter  here  and  there,  aa  the  book  may 
open  to  the.r  touch.  They  satisfy  themselves  with  the 


which  were  sought  for  in  his  incarnation.  By  these  con¬ 
templations  he  will  perceive  the  manner  in  which  he  may 
be  able  to  co-o[)erate  with  God  the  Spirit  in  the  plan  of  re¬ 
demption.  He  will  thiu  learn  how  he  can  voluntarily  sub- 
siTvc  those  most  merciful  designs  of  God,  which  the  Spirit 
comes  down  to  .iceomplisk.  To  exhibit  the  infinite  purity 
of  the  divine  law,  for  the  purpose  of  convincing  and  saving 
the  sinner ;  to  unfold  the  spiritual  design  and  peculiar  glory 
of  the  atonement,  in  order  that  Christ  may  be  glorified  in  his 
redemption ;  lo  olDct  the  complete  and  perpetual  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  divine  government,  in  the  hearts  of  all  those 
who  are  ordained  unto  eternal  life ;  these,  with  all  their  sub¬ 
lime  connections  uinl  issues,  are  the  purfioset  which  call 
forth  the  presence  and  energies  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Beware  then,  Christian  brother!  and  let  no  tenqitation, 
among  the  many  by  which  you  may  lie  assailed,  divert  you 
from  aiming  at  the  same  great  objects.  Fix  your  mind  in¬ 
tensely, upon  llu'iii.  Be  willing  Ibr  any  sacrifice,  if  thus  you 
may  work  with  him.  Seek  to  spread  His  truth.  Study  it 
that  you  may  experience  it  yourself.  Study  it  that  you  may 
communicate  to  others.  Seek  to  communicate  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  make  impression.  Watch  to  perceive  what 
impressiens  may  be  made  around  you.  Pray  for  the  con¬ 
version  of  your  fellow  men  with  that  spirit  with  which  the 
Savior  hiinsdf  bled  for  ibem.  Should  the  church  thus  seek 
after  God,  what  we  have  already  seen  of  reviving  power 
would  be  but  the  la-ginning  of  salvation. 


able  to  respond  the  amen.  What  a  sad  illustration  of  dis 
tinet  utterance  would  be  furnished  at  the  present  day,  by  the 
noises  which  often  proceed  from  the  tininstructed  meuibeis 
of  our  refioious  congregations!  Noise  is  not  music,  and 
imisic  is  not  properly  vocal,  where  the  words  are  not  really 
eiiforceil  and  illustrated  by  the  exercise.  And  vocal  music 
or  singing  is  still  in  theory,  what  it  ever  used  to  be  in  ancient 
days.  There  are  certain  elements  which  enter  into  the  very 
nature  of  singing,  without  which  it  cannot  pretend  to  de 
serve  the  name.  To  sing  the  prni-^s  of  God  in  a  discordant 
iianner,  is,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression,  to  sing  with¬ 
out  singing  ;  and  to  praise  him  unintelligibly,  is  not  to  praise 
him  at  all,  so  far  as  concerns  the  general  edification. 

The  class  of  individuals  to  whom  I  refer,  therefore,  are 
I  quite  in  error.  They  give  us  noise,  at  once  discordant  and 
inarticulate  which  does  not  enter  at  all  into  the  moral  or 


journey  lo  io«  new  jerusatem,  and  at  length  rail  to  riaa 
no  more  7  They  do  not  “  take  heed  to  the  light  which 
shineth  in  a  dark  place.” 

That  you  may  read  the  word  of  God,  you  must  read  it 
all ;  read  it  in  course,  as  well  aa  examine  detached  por¬ 
tions  of  it ;  read  it  much ;  and  read  it  tlirough  often. 
How  else  can  you  “  make  it  a  lamp  to  your  feet  and  a 
tight  to  your  path  7”  How  else  can  you  treat  it  and  ita 
great  author  with  due  respect  7  B.  S.  G. 


RELIGIOUS  INTELLIGENCE. 


congregational  music,  as  being  so  higli,  as  generally  to  dc- 
priv'e  those  who  have  been  called  “  natural  singers,”  from 
enjuyingtheir  individual  privilege.  These,  however  ignorant 
■if  the  nidiincnts  of  the  art  they  may  chance  to  be,  will 
nevcrllieless  in  every  instance,  have  had  much  practice  with 
occasional  instruction.  They  will  have  had,  if  nothing  more, 
f.onslan'  opjiortiinilies  fur  imitation  during  some  period  of 
their  lives;  and  this  is,  in  most  cases,  the  chief  reason  why 
ihrir  ear  and  voice  are  such  as  to  distinguish  them  from  tin- 
mass  of  society.  Such  persons  will  frequently  sing  more  to 
the  purpose  than  many  others  whose  manner  has  been  so¬ 
phisticated  by  bad  instruction  ;  and  where  lictter  singers  are 
not  to  be  found,  their  voices  will  be  of  Sjiecial  service.  When¬ 
ever  these  can  sins;  without  injury  to  the  music  of  the  place, 
let  them  do  so.  The  duly  in  such  cases  is  perfectly  plain. 

But  let  it  be  remembered  at  the  same  time,  that  something 
lielter  than  this  will  generally  be  required,  if  our  psalmody  is 
lo  be  pul  ujMin  the  rnght  basis.  It  is  not  enough  that  some 
of  the  singers  manilest  individual  talent.  The  manner  of 
those  Aiu  sing  in  a  publiiLasscmtk,  should  be  consentane¬ 
ous.  This  consentaneoiisness  emm  into  the  very  definition 
of  church  music.  Without  it  we  can  have  neither  harmi^, 
i^bnelody,  nor  rhyme,  nor  distinct  enonciation  ;  but  alTis 
■j^^Kanil  jargon.  Anil  how  shall  this  manner  become  con- 


but  no  conversions  until  tna  commeocenient  of  the  new 
year.  Fur  months  there  had  been  an  increased  attendance 
upon  Iho  means  uf  grace,  and  more  than  usual  solemnity 
upon  the  minds  of  many.  On  the  part  of  Christians  there 
was  an  awakened  and  prayerful  expectation  that  Qod  was 
aliout  to  visit  them  with  a  refreshing  from  his  presence. 
Social  meetings  for  prayer  and  conference  were  better  sus¬ 
tained — numbers  in  the  church  were  resolved  to  return  from 
their  wanderings — and  several  among  the  impenitent  were 
converted.  Our  meetings  became  more  frequent  and  inter¬ 
esting  until  the  18th  of  January,  when  a  protracted  meeting 
was  commenced  in  connection  with  the  labors  of  Rev,  S. 
G.  Orton. 

b'rom  that  lime  the  work  seemed  lo  progrew  with  great 
power.  Many  and  glorious  have  been  the  results  both  to 
the  church  and  the  world.  Never  have  1  witnessed  a 
revival,  the  results  of  which  were  more  happy  in  regard 
to  the  church.  The  work  has  been  general.  Of  t^ 
church,  which  numbers  over  two  hundred,  there  are  but 
tew  who  were  not  greatly  revived.  Young  and  old,  fathers 
and  mothers,  officers  and  members,  all,  with  few  exceptions, 
were  humbled,  quickened  and  refreshed. 

The  work  was  also  deep  and  thorough.  In  some  instances 
individual  members  gave  up  their  hopes.  Many,  and  to  all  ap¬ 
pearance  broken-hearted,  were  the  confessions  which  wer« 
made — stumbling  blocks  were  removed— and  where  it  bad 
been  iiB|>aired,  confidence  was  restored.  As  another  featurs 
of  the  work,  Christians  jiossessed  an  unusual  spirit  of  pray¬ 
er.  Never  have  we  witnessed  at  any  former  time  such 
earnest,  such  imiiertunatc  wrestlings  at  the  throne  of  grace. 
The  prayers  were  short  but  fervent.  Christians  prayed  as 
if  they  could  not  be  denied.  Their  solicitude  for  souls,  at 
times,  seemed  loo  much  for  nature  to  sustain.  Anothci  fea¬ 
ture  of  the  work,  was  the  seriousness  which  marked  its  pro¬ 
gress  from  the  very  first.  At  times  the  solemnity  of  our 
meetings  was  awful.  None  but  the  most  thoughtless  could 
fail  to  remark  it. 

B  But  interesting  as  were  the  results  of  the  revival  in  |pJa- 
■pn  R)  the  church,  they  have  been  donbly  interesting  in  re- 
pation  to  the  large  class  who  have  been  led  as  we  trust  to 
I  embrace  the  gospel.  “What  must  we  do  to  be  saved?” 
I  was  the  inquiry  uttgred  by  some  of  all  olesses,  and  of  all 


^  The  student  of  history  will  find  bv  contemplating  the 
condition  of  society  since  the  reformation,  that  the  prin 
ciples  of  tho  puritans,  have  exerted  the  meat  salu.ary 
agency  in  th '  permanent  character  of  communities.  The 
principles  of  civil  and  religious  freedom,  engrafted  upon 
the  doctrines  of  grace,  and  conuccUd  with  the  estab¬ 
lished  institutions  of  Chrislisiiity,  have  produced  a  noble 
race  of  men  wherever  they  have  been  permitted  to  have 
free  course.  Tho  more  fully  these  powerful  agencies 
can  be  brought  lo  bear  upon  a  ■■oinraunily,  the  more  cer- 
tainly  will  such  communities  abound  in  substantial 
Christian  cLaractcr.  The  sovereign  and  ri,^htoou8  govern¬ 
ment  of  God  ;  the  exhibitions  of  his  grace  in  redemption, 
and  of  his  infinite  wisdom  in  providence ;  tho  plainness 
and  rigor  of  bis  holy  precepts — these  are  topics  wliich, 
by  being  often  before  the  mind,  at  once  elevate  and  con- 
troll  it.  Tho  human  mind,  whenev  er  it  is  controlled  by 
being  elevated,  is  always  enobled,  bat  debasement  of 
moral  character  is  sure  to  result  from  any  controll,  which 
is  maintained  by  force  without  reason. 


long  bees  riprcted  in  this  city  as  one  of  its  permanent  laborers. 
The  people  were  anxiously  waiting.  From  the  report  they  had 
received  of  this  exccllert  young  mac,  their  expeclalions  were 
very  high,  and  although  I  had  never  witnessed  his  public  per- 


OcR  NEXT  Paper. — ^Wo  have  many  topics  which  sre 
seeking  admission  to  our  columns,  of  considerable  ints. 
rest.  We  trust  that  we  shall  make  up  in  our  next  for 
any  want  of  variety  which  may  appear  in  this  number. 


the  most  thorough  measures  of  reform.”  Obsorve^H 
How  they  styled  themselves  “  the  friends  of  lri^k|^^| 
order” !  What  order  ?  Surely  not  that  m£  the 
tion.  2.  They  had  “such  a  decided  majority”-^^^^| 
they  had  tne  power.  Power  was  their  passion^i^^^^pj 
glory.  It  was  power  Ji^allfcnol  morally. 
power,  not  right.  It  wmRucj^hma|^s  Pilato  had  over 
tlio  life  of  hia  prisoner,  “  th^^psCl’erson ;”  sOolwaa 
Herod  Antipas  had  to  dccapij^K^hn.  It  was^^h^ 
power  rs  never  resulted  from  tM^^m^^of  the  coi^Bb- 
lion.  It  was  “  control,”  withoal^p|^H^  and  in  op. 
position  and  prostration  to  tho  salQM^Hpnds  of  tlii.l 
noble  instrument.  Observe,  3  That  t^^snsgk  of  “tho 
most  thorough  measures  of  reform”  asnq^Plithin  tlieir 
power,  and  as  identified  with  exscinding  one.fiilh  of  the 
denomination.  Very  thoiough  !  Really,  this  is  “radi¬ 
calism,  whoso  leading  principle  every  where  scc.us  to  be 
to  level  all  order  to  tho  dost.  Mighty  only  in  the  powor 

A — ji,  iiu  throng  ttie 

bosom  of  our  beloved  church.”  All  this  by  “the  friends 
of  truth  and  order” !  Once  ino-e,  4.  These  ends  were  so 
“  placed  within  their  reash,”  unexpectedly,  by  tho  “de. 
cided  majority,”  fliat  was  “found  on  coming  together.” 
Hcncc,  it  appears  they  had  been  “reaching”  after  power, 
but  reaching  in  vain,  ibr  a  long  time  previously :  now 
they  have  it,  and  they  ate  resolved  to  improve  the  occa- 
sion,  and  do  the  w.rk  “thoroughly.”  All  the  measures 
are  “placed  within  their  reach,”  as  really  os  Abel  was 
placed  “  within  tho  reach”  of  Cain,  or  the  forbidden 
fruit  “within  tho  reach”  of  Eve.  Here  was  tho'r  mo¬ 
tive — here  their  warrant — here  their  estimate  of  “  the 
constitutional  remedy,”  which  they  were  to  apply  “in 
tho  fullest  extent.”  Here  ia  their  viuw  of  what  consti- 
tutes  the  powers  of  a  judicatory  !  It  is  very  much  like 
the  powers  of  Nero  or  Heliogabalus.  They  did  it  actu. 
ally.  They  cut  adrift  thsir  brethren,  and  left  them  float-, 
ing  in  the  open  sea,  while  the  good  ship  Pres&ytertanisM* 
sailtd  away  from  them.  They  retained  and  monopolized 
alt  their  effect.<<  on  board,  because  they  were  tho  majority : 
and  yet,  at  parting,  they  bless  them  in  a  certain  way, 
saying,  “Oiir  wish  was  to  part  as  brethren — let  each 
party  take  tho  Word  of  God,  as  their  rule  of  faith  and 
practice,  and  pursue  their  course.”  Valete  eomites,  amici 
valete.  Spirent  aecundi. 

When  the  two  sons  of  tho  emperor  Soverus  came 
jointly  to  tho  purple,  in  the  early  part  of  tho  third  con. 
Lury,  a’-  a  time  when  hnman  nature  even  on  a  throne  was 
not  to  bo  trusted  with  irresponsible  power,  Caracalla  dis¬ 
covered  that  his  brother  Geta  was  in  danger  of  becoming 
as  influential  as  himself ;  and  ho  belonged  to  the  Old 
School.  He  saw  that  they  were  “so  equally  balanced 
in  point  of  power,”  that  it  was  quite  “  uncertain”  often 
which  should  “  predominate,”  &c.  He  found,  too,  on  one 
occasion,  that  Cota  was  “placed  within  his  reach,”  and 
he  knew  no  “  practicable  course,”  but  to  exscind  him 
with  the  sword.  This  he  did,  “in  the  fullest  extent.” 
He  murdered  his  brother,  in  th«t  presence,  if  not  in  the 
arms,  of  Julia  Domna,  their  common  mother,  and  in  spite 
of  her  remonstrance,  her  anguish,  and  her  groans.  But 
h  i  indulved  him  with  a  stately  burial ;  and  when  ho 
granted  the  order  for  his  apotheosis,  he  uttered  these  mo. 
inorable  words,  “  Sit  Divas,  dam  non  sit  vivua:”  which 
we  may  thus  paraphrase :  “  I  love  him  fraternally,  now 
that  he  is  out  of  the  way.  Bless  him  !  what  a  good  man 
he  was!  Alas!  my  brother.  Let  him  be  sainted,  adored, 
or  what  not,  since  “  tho  old  side  is  the  majority.” 

LUGENS. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  from  memory,  I  find  in 
Lompriere  the  following  brief  account  of  the  matter, 
which  the  polished  pen  of  the  historian  of  the  Decline 
and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire  more  fully  and  eloquently 
describes.  “  After  his  father’s  death,  Geta  reigned  at 
Rome,  conjointly  with  his  brother ;  but  Caracalla,  who 
envied  his  virtue'--,  and  was  jealous  of  his  popularity,  or- 


New  York  Theolooicai.  Seuinart. — The  public  ex¬ 
amination  of  llie  students  of  this  flourishing  Institution 
commenced  on  Monday,  April  16,  and  was  continued 
during  three  days.  The  Junior  Class  were  examined  on 
Monday,  upon  the  Hebrew  and  Greek  languages,  Arcbae. 
olngy  and  tho  evidences  ef  leligion.  The  Middle  Claes 
were  on  Tuesday  examined  in  Hebrew  and  Greek,  Bible 
and  Church  History,  Biblical  Criticism  and  Theology. 
The  Senior  Class  were  on  Wednesday  examined  in  He. 
brew  and  Greek,  Sacred  Rhetoric,  and  Pastoral  Theo. 

i®fy- 

The  occasion  was  one  of  deep  interest  and  promise. 
The  number  of  young  men  connet-tod  with  this  Semina, 
ry,  we  are  informed,  is  fifty.five.  The  prospect  is,  that 
mt  the  commencement  of  the  next  year,  when  Professor 
Robinson  shall  have  returned,  and  all  the  departments  are 
filled,  and  tiic  contemplated  Library  shall  have  arrived, 
that  the  number  of  students  will  have  more  than  doubled. 

The  Seminary  edifice  is  being  erected  in  a  delightful 
portion  of  our  city,  and  when  completed,  which  will  be 
during  the  summer,  will  afford  fine  accommodations. 
The  friends  of  this  Institntion  arc  much  encouraged  by 
tho  success  which  lias  thus  far  crowned  their  exor. 
tions.  • 


reflect  equal  honor  on  the  mother  and  the  son.  We  ex¬ 
tract  from  his  Memoir.  Wo  were  present,  when,  before 
the  publication  of  his  Memoir,  they  were  read  by  one  of 
his  brothers,  in  a  public  assembly,  and  movad  many  to 
tears.  Their  publication  in  tho  Evangelist  has  been  re¬ 
peatedly  requested  by  those  who  heard  them  on  that  oc¬ 
casion. 

MY  MOTHER. 

“  Men  forget,  but  all  shall  not  he  forgotten.' 

There  is  a  firm  that  burns  on  earth, 

A  pure  and  holy  flame ; 

It  came  to  men  from  heavenly  birth. 

And  still  it  is  the  same. 

As  when  it  burn’d  the  chords  along 
That  bore  the  first-born  seraph’s  song — 

Sweet  as  the  hymn  of  gratitude 

That  swcll’d  to  heaven  “when  all  was  good  :” 

No  passion  in  the  choirs  above 
Is  purer  than  a  mother’s  love  ! 

My  Mother !  how  that  name  endears. 

Through  Memory’s  griefs  and  Sorrow’s  tears ! 

I  see  thee  now,  am  I  have  seen, 

With  thy  young  boy  beside  thee  : 

Thou  didst  not  know,  nor  couldst  thou  deem 
I'he  ills  that  would  betide  me  ; 

For  sorrow  then  had  dimm’d  that  eye 

Which  beam’d  with  only  extaey.  ||||| 

Ah  !  life  was  then  a  joyous  thing. 

And  time  bore  pleasure  on  its  wing. 

How  buoyant  did  the  minutes  move — 

For  I  was  hope,  and  thou  wert  love ! 

Beneath  thy  smiles  I  closed  the  day. 

And  met  them  at  the  morning  ray; 

My  infant  heart  was  full  of  glee. 

And  every  chord  struck  harmony. 

And  often  aa  there  would  betide 
Some  little  griefs  my  heart  to  gall, 

I  boro  them  to  my  Mother’s  side, 

And  one  kind  kiss  dispell’d  them  all. 

And  I  have  knelt  with  thee,  when  none 
Were  near  but  thou  and  I, 

In  trembling  awe  before  the  throne 
Of  Mercy  in  the  sky ; 

And  when  thy  melted  heart  was  pour’d 
Before  the  Being  thou  adored. 

How  holy  was  that  prayer  of  thine, 

Fit  offering  for  a  heavenly  shrine ! 

Not  for  thyself  a  wish — not  one — 

But  smile  upon,  Lord,  bless  my  son  ! 

And  I  have  risen,  and  gone  my  way. 

And  seem’d  to  have  forgot ; 

Yet  oft  my  wandering  thoughts  would  stray 
Back  to  that  hallow’d  spot ; 

While  feelings,  new  and  undefined, 

Would  crowd  upon  niy  laboring  mind. 

O  days  of  innocence  and  peace ! 

O  ill  exchanged  for  manhood’s  years ! 

When  mirth,  that  sprung  from  youthful  bliss, 

Is  drown’d  beneath  misfortune’s  tears. 

My  heart  has  since  been  sadly  worn, 

While  wave  on  wave  has  o’er  it  borne ; 

And  feelings,  once  all  fresh  and  green. 

Are  now  as  though  they  ne’er  had  been ; 

And  hope,  that  bright  and  buoyant  thing. 

E’en  hope  has  lent  despair  its  wing ; 

And  sits  despoil’d  within  my  breast, 

A  timid,  torturing,  trembling  guest. 

I  dare  not  look  upon  the  past, 

I  care  not  for  the  future  cast ; 

Yet  o’er  this  darkness  of  the  soul 
There  comes  one  cheering  beam. 

Pure,  warm,  and  bright,  of  rapture  full 
As  angel  visits  seem — 

A  Mother’s  love,  a  mother’s  care — 

My  aching  heart,  there’s  comfort  there ! 

It  is  as  it  a  lovely  rose 
Should  bloom  amid  the  icy  waste ; 

For  while  the  boart’s  lifs-slreami  are  froze. 

Its  f.agi  ance  o’er  it  still  is  cast. 

Weary  and  worn,  my  bed  I’ve  shared 
W  ilh  sickness  and  with  pain  ; 

Nor  one,  ef  all  that  saw  me,  cared 
If  e’er  I  rose  again  : 

Heedless  and  quick  they  pass’d  along. 

With  noisy  mirth  and  ribald  song ; 

And  not  a  hand  outstretch’d,  to  give 
A  cordial  that  should  bid  me  live. 

A  nd  woman,  too,  that  nurse  of  ease, 

Made  up  of  love  and  sympathies — 

Ay,  woman,  ehv—ehe  pass’d  me  by. 

With  cold,  averted,  careless  eye  ; 

Nor  deign’d  to  ask,  nor  seem’d  to  care. 

If  death  and  I  were  struggling  there  ! 

A  h !  then  I’ve  thought,  and  felt  it,  too — 

My  Mother  is  not  such  as  you  ! 

How  would  she  sit  beside  my  bed, 

And  pillow  up  my  aching  head ; 

And  then,  in  accents  true  as  mild, 

“  Would  I  wore  suffering  for  thee,  child !” 

And  try  to  soothe  my  griefs  away. 

And  look  e’en  more  than  she  could  say; 

And  press  her  cheek  to  mine,  nor  fear 
Though  plague  or  fever  wanten’d  there ; 

And  watch  through  wear}  nights  and  lone, 

Nor  deem  fatigue  could  be  her  own. 

And  if,  perchance,  I  slept,  the  last 
I  saw,  her  eyes,  were  on  me  east ; 

And  when  I  woke,  ’twould  be  to  meet 
The  same  kind  anxious  glance,  so  sweet. 

And  so  endearing,  that  it  seem’d 
I  Aa  from  a  seraph’s  eye  it  beam’d. 


time  nor  diitance  nan  impair.  I  saw  him  when  he  look  his  Iasi 
leave  of  his  beloved  parents  and  dear  friends,  to  encounter  the 
dangerous  climate  of  the  South.  He  struggled  lo  suppress  the 
bursting  emotions  of  an  atfectienate  heart.  But  his  feelings, 
always  strong,  were  too  powerful  tu  be  subdued  in  such  circum¬ 
stances,  and  he  shook  from  hia  eyes  a  flood  of  tears,  as  if  almost 
ashamed  to  bo  overceme  by  what  he  had  in  vain  attempted  eveu 
to  resist.  He  was  parting  from  his  father,  then  in  a  poor  slate 
of  health,  to  meet  him  no  more  in  lime.  They  soon  met  in 
eternity.  Such  is  life.  A  transient  dream— a  withering  flower. 
How  argent  and  striking  the  czhorlaiiun  of  Ihe  Apos'le,  ‘  Breth¬ 
ren,  the  time  is  short.  It  remaineth  that  those  who  have  wives 
be  as  though  they  had  none,  and  those  that  weep  as  though  they 
wept  not,  and  those  that  rejoice  as  though  they  rejoiced  not,  and 
those  that  use  this  world,  as  not  abusing  it ;  for  the  fashion  el 
this  world  passeUi  away,’  I'his  is  the  language  of  faith.  Could 
we  live  like  this,  Ihe  attachments  of  earth  would  be  slender ;  the 
tears  called  forth  for  departed  friends  would  soon  be  wiped  away ; 
the  permitted  joys  and  pleasing  anticipations  cf  an  earthly  nature, 
would  be  repressed  and  chastened,  and  the  world  be  divested  uf 
iu  most  brilliant  ai  d  seductive  charm*.  Vet  who  then  thought 
of  the  death  of  Lamed  ?  Who  dreamed  that  such  a  splendid 
piece  of  workmanship  from  the  hands  of  Him  who  made  us  all, 
would  be  demolished  just  at  the  litre  when  it  seemed  to  us  most 
fitted  and  furnished  for  the  great  objects  for  which  it  was  created  ? 
No  mournful  premonition  that  twenty-four  years  were  to  number 
him  with  the  dead,  ever  bung  round  his  person  and  presence,  as 
in  the  case  of  Summerfield,  whose  pale  and  pensive  face,  and 
wasting  form,  gave  teo  plain  intimation  that  the  process  of  mor¬ 
tal  decay  was  hastening  to  its  completion.  Like  Spencer  rather, 
he  darted  from  our  view  with  a  shock  that  scarcely  allowed  us 
calm  reflection.”  H.  T.  C. 

fro  BB  COItTIND-ED  J 


Those  who  will  read  the  mammoth  article  on  the  out. 
side,  will  have  some  proof  of  a  remark  which  we  made 
lately,  that  by  reading  the  most  repulsive  looking  articles 
ill  a  newspaper,  a  taste  for  solid  reading  will  be  culti¬ 
vated.  No  man  of  whatever  school  or  sect,  can  rea.l  that 
article,  without  feeling  his  mind  grow.  It  was  written 
by  the  author,  under  the  promptings  of  hie  own  heart,  and 
is  truly  a  powerful  performance.  It  is  a  noble-spirited 
one  too, 


aBw  teel  greatly  interested.  The  pr.isperity  of  our 
country  is  so  intimately  connected  with  the  success  of 
this  cause,  tliat  it  is  in  vain  to  hope  for  the  one,  withi  ut 
the  success  of  the  other.  It  is  always  highly  gratifying 
to  a  true  friend  of  the  cause,  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
attending  a  Temperance  Meeting.  This  opportunity 
was  afforded  the  writer  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  inst., 
when  a  meeting  of  the  Ninth  Ward  Temperance  Society 
was  held  in  the  Methodist  church  in  Bed  ford-street.  The 
meeting  was  opened  with  prayer,  by  the  Rev.  W.  Fran- 
cis,  pastor  of  said  church ;  after  which,  Dr.  Miller,  in  a 
very  interesting  manner,  pourtray’d  the  evils  of  intem¬ 
perance,  and  stated  many  facts,  deeply  interesting,  seve¬ 
ral  of  which  had  fallen  within  his  own  observation.  He 
«et  forth,  in  a  clear  and  satisfactory  manner,  the  awful 
cffucts  of  the  license  system  on  our  community,  not  only 
in  the  poverty  and  wretchedness  which  results  as  the  le. 
gi’imate  ofispriiig  of  a  course  so  unjust  and  improper, 
but  likewise  in  the  erroneous  amount  levied  by  way  of 
taxes  upon  a  great  portion  of  the  sober  and  industiious 
part  of  society.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  Mr.  Jack- 
son  made  some  very  appropriate  remarks.  There  were 
on  this  occasion  seventy-three  persons  who  signed  the 
pledge  of  total  abstinence  from  all  intoxicating  drinks. 
May  God  speed  their  efforts,  and  hasten  on  the  period 
when  this  destructive  vice  shall  bo  banished  from  our 
lane  !  A  Friend  to  the  Cause. 

April  18fA,  1838. 


TRACT  VISITATION. 

A  correspondent,  writing  from  Rochester,  under  dale  of 
April  6th,  says  — “  The  monthly  tract  cflbrl  here  is  daily  in¬ 
creasing  in  interest,  and  is  beginning  to  secure  that  impor¬ 
tance  in  the  estimation  of  tho  church  which  it  demands 
No  institution  can  claim  to  have  effected  a  greater  good,  or 
to  have  exerted  a  more  salutary  influence.  Our  meeting 
this  month  was  exceedingly  encouraging.  Never  before 
have  we  been  pet  milled  to  present  so  cheering-  a  report— the 
numlier  of  hojieful  conversions  during  the  last  two  months 


For  the  New-York  Evangelist. 

PRESBYTERIANISM.  No.  7. 

“  Then  said  Paul  unto  him,  God  shall  smite  thee,  thou 
whited  wall :  for  eitteet  thou  to  judge  me  after  the  law, 
and  commandeet  me  to  be  smitten  contrary  to  the  law  ? — 
Actb  xxiii.  3. 

Whatever  was  the  motive  of  the  great  apostle,  in  iiL 
tering  this  reproof,  about  w  hich  expositors  differ,  1  be¬ 
lieve  they  all  agree  in  this  position,  that  it  was  essentially 
dosarved  and  richly  just.  If  so,  it  establishes  an  impor. 
tant  principle.  It  rebukes  many  that  are,  w*  hope,  bet. 
ter  than  Ananias,  to  whom  it  was  first  addressed.  When 
men  sit  to  judge  their  fcliow-creatures,  according  to  a 
certain  constitutional  code,  how  wrong  is  it  to  give  sen¬ 
tence  contrary  to  it!  We  do  not  wish  to  “revue”  the 
ininiatera  of  the  gospel ;  but  wo  have  a  high  precedent 
elsewhere,  in  the  character  of  Paul,  for  showing  te  the 
public  the  moral  bearing  of  actions  that  are  wrong,  even 
wiien  they  are  perpetrated,  and  especially  when  they  are 
defended,  by  good  men.  “When  Peter  was  come  to  An¬ 
tioch,  I  withstood  him  to  the  face,  because  he  was  to  be 
blamed.  The  other  Jews  dissembled  likewise  with  him  ; 
insomuch  that  Barnabas  also  was  carried  away  with  their 
disaimnlation.  I  saw  that  they  walked  not  uprightly, 
according  to  the  truth  of  llie  g')spel.”  And  the  result 
was,  that  he  reprehended  Peter  terribly  “  before  them  all.” 
Peter,  however,  had  done  nothing  aa  bad  as  was  dona  at 
the  last  Assembly,  with  two  professors  of  theology,  from 
as  many  seminaries  of  the  church,  to  lend  their  sanctions 
to  the  “  new  measures”  of  a  furious  party.  I  know,  in¬ 
deed,  that  some  of  them  advise  emollients  now,  and 
think  it  vastly  insubordinate  for  a  Presbyterian  minister, 
that  is  not  himself  exscinded,  to  tell  the  world,  in  plain 
languMe,  what  he  thinks  of  the  aats  of  the  last  Assem.  \ 
bly.  'They  dissuade  just  now  from  all  asperities,  and 
would  have  us  think  of  pacification,  courtesy,  meekness, 
and  I  know  not  what  beside,  of  the  same  soft  character. 
The  state  of  their  own  conscience,  possibly,  solves  the 
phenomenon.  For  one,  I  must,  be  allowed  to  say,  that 
It  ill  becomes  them  to  give  such  counsel ;  and  that,  while 
their  actions  exemplify  a  different  course,  it  is  not  their 
words,  BO  sweetened  on  an  occasion,  that  could  attract 
me  to  learn  of  them  what  suavity  I  ought  to  evince  to. 
wards  tho  renders  of  the  church  of  G^.  Unless  thoy 
chang-',  I  shall  wish  to  “  avoid  them,”  and  to  maintain 
a  safe  distance,  as  long  as  I  remember  them  and  their 
deeds,  in  this  world.  I  allude  here  to  men  whom  I  once 
respected,  as  the  honest,  catholic,  sell-denied,  and  spirit, 
ually-minded  servants  of  tho  cause  of  the  whole  church ; 
and  wl^om,  knowing  them  then  so  much  less  than  subse¬ 
quently,  I  now  regard  as  chieftains  of  a  party,  and  ene. 
mieo  to  the  true  interests  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  It 
gives  ma  no  pleasure  to  record  this ;  and  great  is  the  an¬ 
guish  ef  my  soul  oontinuslly  to  believe  it.  There  are 
men  in  our  ehurch,  high  in  place  and  power,  who  care, 
I  fear,  so  much  for  themselves  and  their  families’  pro. 
motion,  that  orthodoxy  and  so  forth  are  estimated  by 
wholesale,  mainly  as  they  seem  to  favor  that  coveted  end. 
They  would  exscind,  or  any  thing  else  that  is  unconsti- 
tutional,  on  two  conditions  :  first,  that  they  could  secure 
an  object  by  it ;  and,  second,  that  they  could  escape  with 
impunity,  er  throw  the  responsibility  successfully  away 
from  them.  It  were  little  matter  «  ho  ie  the  scape.ooat, 
if  the  object  is  attained.  If  they  had  not  luckily  fixed 
on  tho  Plan  of  Union,  they  could  havo  personified  some 


lists,  Methoiliits,  ami  Presbyterians  are  more  particularly 
interested.  More  than  two  hundred  different  individual, 
within  eighteen  months,  have  been  engaged  for  a  longer  or 
shorter  period  in  this  holy  work,  yet  we  have  not  known  an 
instance  of  unkind  or  unchristian  remark  or  feeling.” 

To  many  of  our  readers  it  may  be  known,  that  in  Roches¬ 
ter,  for  considerable  time,  an  agent  has  been  employed  to 
sujterintcnd  the  work  of  tract  visitation,  who  occupies  the 
same  place  in  that  city  with  our  ward  missionaries  in  New 
York.  3uch  an  agency  we  consider  almost  essential  to  the 
permanent  success  of  the  enterprise  any  where,  whether  in 
the  city  or  the  country.  Individual  responsibility  must  be 
felt;  and  who  is  so  likely  to  ieel  that  responsibility,  as  the 
individusi  who  is  employed  and  sup{>orte(]  for  that  definite 
object.  To  Ihe  sentiment  expressed  in  the  last  annual  re. 
port  of  the  New  York  City  Tract  Society,  we  cordially  re¬ 
spond — "In.  what  section  of  our  country  j’  says  the  report, 
“  might  not  the  labors  uf  such  an  agent  among  a  population 
uf  fifty  or  a  hundred  thousand,  exert  a  happy  influence  in 
promoting  Christian  faithfulness,  the  diffusion  of  religious 
knowledge,  and  a  healthful  state  of  public  morals  ?  Will 
not  the  benevolent,  for  the  benefit  of  tlie  community  where 
they  dwell,  introduce  this  tried  and  approved  instrumenta¬ 
lity  ?”  We  believe  that  in  every  place  where  such  an  agen¬ 
cy  has  been  employed,  the  results  have  been  favorable. — 
W  hen  it  is  considered  that  tract  visitation  covers  almost  eve¬ 
ry  moral  and  religious  enterprise,  while  it  seeks  to  advance 
the  interests  of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom,  by  enlisting  the 
personal  effm  ts  of  Christians,  thereby  quickening  the  church 
in  the  discharge  of  her  duties  toward  God  and  men— who 
will  not  say.  Let  us  call  some  efficient  person  to  superintend 
the  work  and  see  that  it  is  done  ? 

The  reports  for  the  months  of  January  and  February,  in 
Rochester,  are  as  follows : 

4222  tracts  distributed. 

87  rejected. 

22  persons  gathered  into  Bible  classes. 

75  children  into  Sabbath  schools. 

87  persons  persuaded  to  attend  church. 

14  Bibles  given  to  the  destitute. 

I  i  hopeful  conversions. 

!  48  signatures  to  the  temperance  pledge. 


For  Iho  New-York  Evangelist. 

Mr.  Editor — At  an  adjonrned  meeting  of  the  qualified 
voters  of  the  town  ot  Peru,  Berkshire  county,  Mass., 
the  following  Resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Ist.  Resolved,  I  hat  the  duelist  is  a  murderer ;  and 
that  the  practice  of  settling  disputes  of  honor,  (falsely 
so  termed)  iu  single  combat,  with  weapons  of  death,  is  a 
disgrace  to  man,  and  a  reproaoh  to  a  government  which 
tolerates  such  a  practice. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  all  concerned  in  the  recent  dis. 
graceful  and  bloody  duel  at  Washington,  cither  aa  princi. 
pal  or  seconds,  ought  to  be  immediately  expelled  from 
their  seats  in  the  General  Government. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  these  United  States,  have  brought  lasting 
reproach  upon  themselves  and  the  Nation,  by  their  sus¬ 
pension  of  business  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Cilley, 
and  by  wearing  a  badge  of  mourning  for  thirty  days ; 
thus  giving  countenance  to  the  perpetration  of  the  foulest 
murder.  j 

4tb.  Resolved,  That  the  Judges  of  the  Sopreme 


Court  of  the  Nation  have  taken  a  noble  stand  in  relation 
to  the  late  tragedy  at  Washington,  and  deserve  the  com. 
mendation  of  all  the  citizens  of  tiie  country. 

5th.  Resolved,  That  Congress  ought  to  take  immedi. 
ate  and  effective  measures  to  suppress  dueling  thro-aghout 
their  jurisdiction. 

6th.  Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  Resolutions  be 
signed  by  the  Selectmen  and  Clerk,  and  forwarded  to  the 
Representative  of  Congress  from  this  district,  to  be  laid 
before  that  Body  ;  and  also,  that  a  copv  be  forwarded  to 
the  papers  of  the  county,  and  the  New  York  Evangelist, 
for  publication. 

Peru,  April  9,  J838. 

J.  B.  ROsS,  i 

DAVID  BALLEN,  }  Selectmen. 

EBENEZER  PIERCE,  > 

A  true  copy, 

EDWARD  T.  NASH,  Town  Clerk. 


H'hose  duty  is  it  to  sing  the  praises  of  God  1 

In  a  former  communication,  I  endeavored  to  show  that  the 
large  class  of  professed  Christians,  who  plead  the  want  of 
talent  for  their  habitual  neglect  of  the  praises  of  God,  are  for 
the  most  part,  without  any  available  excuse.  And  certainly 
if  physical  nature  has  done  her  part,  if  the  vocal  art  is  to  be 
gradually  acquired  by  practice,  if  it  is  necessarily  lost  by  a 
course  of  habitual  neglect ;  and  if  taste  itself  is  in  some  mea¬ 
sure  an  acquired  faculty,  than  it  would  seem  to  follow  of 
course,  that  all  mav  have  some  duty  to  do.  It  is  not  neces-i 
sary  that  all  should  be  theorists,  or  composers,  or  teachers,  or 


O*  Esratum. — In  the  notice  of  the  Executive  Cam- 
littee  of  the  New  York  Peace  Society,  proposing  a 
bace  Convention,  published  in  our  last,  tho  date  for  the 
isembling  o^  that  Convention,  should  have  been  May 
d,  instead  of  .May  4th,  tho  first  Wednesday  in  the  month 
tiling  on  the  2d.  Editors  who  copy  that  article,  will 
lease  to  copy  this  correction. 
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to  Mnbnee  the  Savior.’*  Mach  more  ahe  aaid,  Which  I  can¬ 
not  add.  Aa  1  parted  with  her— after  offering;  a  ihort  prat¬ 
er  in  her  behatf — I  could  not  but  acknowlrdec  my  fault  in 
not  having  visited  her  before,  ami  cxprrMcd  a  hope  that  1 
ehould  auon  aee  her  a^in.  Three  days  after,  I  called  again; 
but  all  that  remained  of  this  lovely  youth  vras  a  lifeless 
corptie.  Her  immor'.al  spirit,  released  fitun  its  prisoll-lintise 
of  clay,  had  taken  its  flight.  Her  tulvice,  accoraj>enicd  by 
her  death,  see.ned  to  impress  the  school  with  a  good  degree 
of  a^emnity.  1  have  heard  a  number,  in  relating  their  cx- 
denence,  refer  to  her  dying  counsel  as  a  means  of  leading 
thein  to  think  mote  seriously  on  the  concerns  of  their  souls. 
There  were  two  heads  of  families  connected  with  our  school 
wIm  Attained  hopes  about  the  time  of  her  death.  The  re¬ 
vival,  however,  did  not  become  general  until  we  hail  a  pro¬ 
tract^  meeting  aeveral  weeks  after.  U.  U. 

^rom  Ihe  Weakly  Mossongef. 

MiDDLEBauoK,  (Va.,)  March  14,  1833. 

Dsaa  BaoTHEa  Schicsok— As  I  am  some  distance  from 
jeu,  and  have  to  give  you  notice  of  the  removal  of  ono 
of  the  aubsetibera  to  the  Weekly  Messenger,  it  may  not 
be  amisa  to  a^  a  few  words  about  the  state  of  things  in 
nly  charge.  Until  quite  racentlyi  tlio  religious  feelings 
Of  both  my  congregations  seemed  to  be  at  a  very 
low  ebb.  We  held  a  protracted  meeting  in  one  of 
my  churches,  (Jenningla  Branch,  or  St.  Peter’s  church) 
which  commenced  on  Friday  before  the  third  Sabbath  of 
Febmary ;  preaching  in  the  morning  and  at  night ;  prayer 
meeting,  morning  and  evening,  before  preaching.  Wo 
had  no  asaiatance,  except  the  regular  ministers  of  the 
place.  Three  societies  united  together,  and  harmoni. 
oualy  labored  for  the  outpouring  of  iho  spirit  of  God,  and 
a  revival  of  religion,  which  was  roalixed  to  aomo  consid- 
erablo  sxtent.  Tba  meeting  was  truly  interesting ;  for 
all  party  names  and  feelings  were  laid  avido  and  forgot¬ 
ten.  We  labored  until  all  wore  completely  exhausted,  so 
that  we  were  compelled  to  close  the  meeting,  although 
there  were  on  the  last  evening  of  our  meeting,  twenty  or 
more  anxious  persons.  During  tho  mooting,  about  thirty 
professed  a  hope  .n  God.  Among  this  number  were  some 
who  had  lived  in  the  church  ten,  fifteen,  er  twenty  years. 

An  unusual  crowd  attended  regularly,  though  the  ex. 
ercieot  were  protracted.  I  hope  a  bettor  day  is  beginning 
to  dawn  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia.  May  we  soon  expo, 
rience  a  general  efiasion  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  all  the 
ohurehea,  is  the  prayer  of  your  brother  in  Christ. 

J.  C.  H. 


ay  reached  an  open  rpace  in  the  read,  imniedialcly  on  the  bank 
of  ihe  bayou,  a  shot  gus  wssIoboI  i<>  firo  from  the  opposite 
bsnk  of  the  bayou,  and  st'iuu  of  ihi*  shut  pi  r.elraled  iho  clothes 
of  several  of  the  company.  At  ihe  fne  i.f  ihc  gun,  Glover  dis 
mounted,  and  took  the  Only  gun  in  coinf-nr.y,  and  repaired  bihind 
a  tree,  and  called  for  the  powder  and  shot,  sweanrg  lhai  he 
would  atcerlain  who  the  astavsin  was.  As  his  friend  advanced 
toward  him  with  the  powder,  Ac.,  a  i  ille  was  fiied  from  the  snttie 
place,  and  probably  Ov  iho  same  h.ind;  the  ball  penetrated  the 
breast  of  Glovur,  and  passe  J  out  it  .der  the  shoulder-blade,  of 
which  wound  he  died  in  a  very  few  minutes.  If  n  man  on  the 
public  highway,  in  the  midst  of  tiis  f.niily  ans  fri-nds,  is  thus  as- 
sr.^sinaicd,  where  are  we  safe?  Suspicion  rt.'ls  on  a  Mr.  In- 
iiersoh,  who  is  arrested.  [Arkansas  Times.] 

Fkance. — Expenses  of  supporting  cot  quests  in  Africa,  A 
Paris  paper  of  Feb.  26ih  savs  On  S.ilu  day,  the  Ft  each  Mi¬ 
nister  of  War  brought  forward  his  hu  get  for  increasing  ihe 
military  and  civil  establishments  in  .Afiica,  in  accordance  with 
the  int  ination  contain' d  in  the  ra^  speech.  He  fixed  the  grant 
for  the  year  at  eighteen  miliion^n  francs,  and  elated,  that  to 
retain  the  cot.quosls  of  Franco  in  that  country,  it  would  be  ne- 
cesrary  to  keep  a  military  firceof  48.000  men  and  12,000  horses 
permanently  in  Africa.  Besides,  there  were  f.irtifica  ions  to 
construct:  magazines,  barracks  and  horpiiala  to  rai.*e  ;  roads  to 
make,  harbors  to  liuild,lhe  cost  rf  which,  regarded  prospoctively, 

could  nut  ha  loss  than  27  000.000  of  liancs. 

■VJ19IART. 

The  PaooREsa  or  Irtf.mpeiixnce. — A  single  roim  in  a 
cheap  woo  len  building  on  the  Pier,  has  L-  'en  this  spring  leased 
for  a  dram  sh'jp.at  a  rent  of  $1000  a  year  !  To  pay  this  rent,  the 
shrp  must  sell,  at  three  cents  oer  glass,  SS,C0O  glasses  of  rum  ! 

®  [All  Jour 

Tho  Oncidas  have  ceded  to  the  g'.vernment  ail  their  lands  in 
the  vicinity  of  Green  Bay,  with  the  recervatit  n  of  one  huodro  I 
acres  to  each  individual  of  the  tribe,  lobe  laid  oil  so  as  to  include 
Iheir  present  impruvenienis.  The  price  paid  bv  ihe  govornme 
IK  $35,000.  I  Bufiaio  Com. 

ST.SBBi!r«.— One  of  tho  regular  soldiers,  qnarKnd  at  il 
h  irracks  in  ihis  city,  was  Ian  evening  slabind  with  a  iinyoiiet, 
by  another  soldur,  in  altoinpii*  g  to  re.-isl  ct.inniitment  to  jail  for 
disorderly  conduct.  He  i.r  seven  Iv  injured,  lut  will  probably 
recover.  (B-.if.  Com,  Adv.  March  30. 

The  Blasphemv  Case. — Tho  Supreme  .iin’icial  Court  of 
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Revivals. —  Daily  religious  mselings  of  various  kinds 
are  held  in  this  city ;  which  are  evidently  blessed  oi  God. 
meetings  for  conversation  and  prayer  are  hold  in  Marlboro 
chapel  every  afternoon  by  the  mmales,  and  in  the  eve. 
ning  by  lay  menibera  of  the  church.  Such  meetings 
might  be  indefinitely  multiplied  in  tliis  city.  They  arc 
an  important  means  of  bringing  <  ut  tho  energies  of  the 
church  in  the  work  of  saving  souls. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  number  of  conversions  in  this 
city,  sinee  Jan.  1.  is  not  less  than  than  one  thousand. 

New  HAMPSRtaB. — In  throe  societies  in  Derry,  about 
two  hundred  give  evidence  of  a  change  of  heart  during 
the  late  revival. 

In  the  Deerfield  association,  about  one  thousand,  not 
one  hundred  as  misprinted  last  week,  are  reckoned  as  the 
recent  subjects  of  renewing  grace.  (Only  the  studies  of 
the  senior  class  in  Gilinanton  were  suspended  on  account 
of  the  revivals  in  that  vicinity.) 

Of  Perry,  on  our  eastern  frontier,  a  correspondent  says 
— “  Our  meetings  are  yet  solemn,  and  there  are  anxious  in 
quirera,  and  have  been  fur  five  months  past.  We  hope  that 
fourteen  or  fifteen  have  passed  from  death  unto  life.” — CAr. 
MirroT. 

Bootubay. — A  correspondent  writes:  “There  haslweii  a 
pleating  work  of  grace  here  during  the  past  winter.  As  the 
result,  sixteen  hive  been  propounded  to  become  members  of 
this  church,  and  more  are  expected.  We  hope  that  the 
Lord  has  yet  many  more,  whom  he  designs  to  call.” — Ibid. 

Sacu. — There  has  lieen  a  pleaTing  work  of  grace  in  pro 
gress  here,  for  several  months,  which  has  become  somewhat 
extensiv:,  and  which,  we  trust,  has  not  yet  reached  its  limit. 
—Ibid. 

Brattleboro’. — The  Vermont  Chronicle  says,  that  an 
interesting  revival  of  religion  is  in  progress  in  the  Rev.  Mr, 
Walker’s  Society. — Ibid. 

Tow.vsiiend. — Eighty  persons,  the  fruits  of  a  recent  re¬ 
vival,  have  united  with  the  Congregational  church.— /fritf. 

Revival  AT  Ann  Arbor. — About  tha  18th  of  February, 
a  protracted  meeting  waa  commenced  in  the  Presbyterian 
church,  and  continued  about  two  weeks,  when  it  was  ad 
journed  for  want  of  ministerial  help.  The  Rev.  O  Parker  of 
Flint,  waa  then  invited  to  labor  with  the  pastor  ;  the  meet¬ 
ing  became  very  interesting,  and  at  times  the  power  of 
God  was  glorieusly  displayed.  The  meeting  closed  the 
18th  of  March,  at  a  time  of  great  interest  in  the  village 
At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  Mr.  Parker  preached  to  a 
numerous  and  highly  interesting  class  of  converts.  How 
many  were  truly  the  children  tif  God,  the  judgment  will 
determine.  Other  religious  denominations  of  the  place 
usistod,  and  shared  in  the  blessings.” 

[Michigan  Observer. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Kirk,  of  Albany,  now  in  Europe,  writes 
that  there  are  entire  villages  in  France,  deserting  the  Romish 
supentitioDS,  and  dsroaiyling  a  purer  and  siiiipler  religion. 
And  it  is  remarkable,  that  this  has  occurred  without  the 
presence  of  Protestant  pastors,  and  solely  by  the  Bible  and 
Tracts  explaining  its  doctrines. 

Inpant  Co.'«BECRATieN. — The  following  note,  which  ac¬ 
companied  a  donation  of  ten  dollars  to  the  Mass.  S.  S.  So¬ 
ciety,  suggested  the  inquiry,  whether  all  pious  parents  should 
not,  on  umilar  occasions,  render  a  “  th^k  offering”  to  the 
Lord. —  Visiter. 

Mr.  BuLLARn : — Dear  sir, — Yon  will  recollect  that  when 
here  last  year,  1  made  ray  little  daughter  a  lifc-mcmlter  of 
your  Society.  This  year,  we  have  received  a  new  year’s 
gift  from  the  Lertl,  of  a  lUtU  son.  Authe  age  of  five  weeks, 
he  was  baptized  William  Wakefield,  and  I  now  send  you 
ten  dollars,  as  a  motAer's  tAank  offering,  to  con.stilute  him 
also  a  life-member  of  the  Mass.  Sabbath  School  Society. 

Yours,  respectfully,  Mary  L.  Gale. 

Olowester,  Sa'^y  Bay,  Peb.  22,  1838. 

Marlboro’  Chapel. — This  spacious  and  ncatedifice,  will 
be  opened  in  May.  It  will  be  callable  of  seating  2,000  peo¬ 
ple  and  yet  it  is  so  constructed,  that  the  s^ieakcr  can  fill  the 
house  with  ease.  It  is  expect^,  that  a  series  of  rcligieus 
meetings  will  at  first  be  held  in  it. 

Ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry  at  Collinsville,  HI., 
April  lat,  1838,  the  Rev.  Daniel  E.  Manton,  by  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  of  Alton. 

Rev.  Mr.  Blake  offored  the  introductory  prayer  ;  Rev 
Mr.  Brown  preached  the  sermon  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Lippincott 
presided,  proposed  the  constitutional  questions,  and  of. 
fered  the  ordaining  prayer;  Rev.  Mr.  Hale  gave  the 
oharge  to  the  bishop ;  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Uurlburt  offered 
the  concluding  prayer. 


M  issKcIiuseliK  has  rienied  Mr  Km  rlann’s  appliration  f  r  aj 
reoKival  ofhn  cause  to  the  Stiprrm';  Court  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  ground  that  no  appeal  in  ;  urb  a  care  can  lie. 

“  Do  you  find  a  bump  of  generosity  there?”  said  a  silly  fellow, 
whose  head  was  uudergoiiig  a  phrenological  inspeciinn. 

“  There  is  tome'haig  here  rather  civiso,”  said  Ike  man  of 
heads,  pressing  his  lingers  on  the.  skull. 

“  If  I  were  so  unlucky.”  said  an  ufficrr,  *'  as  to  have  a  stupid 
son,  I  would  certainly,  by  all  moans,  make  him  a  parsoii.”  A 
clergyman,  who  was  in  the  company,  calmly  repliej,  '•  You  think 
differently,  sir,  from  your  father.” 

The  state  of  Ohio  is  said  to  have  m  ire  children,  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  than  any  other  state  in  the  Union. 

Important  Indian  Treaty. — A  treaty  has  been  concluded, 
according  to  tho  Detroit  papers,  with  the  Saginaw  Indians,  by 
which  they  accept  a  loca  ton  or  the  head  waters  of  the  Osage, 
west  of  Lie  Miasouii.  They  are  to  occupy  for  five  years  two  of 
the  ceded  reserves  on  the  west  of  the  Saginaw  B.iy.  Thi 
completes  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  titles  within  the  lower 
peninsula  of  Michigan.  G  vernment  is  to  pay  the  entire  nett 
proceeds  of  the  land  as  va  ur d  at  the  land  ol^e — to  be  invested 
in  stock  for  a  perpeiu  .1  annuity,  afici  deducting  debts. 

A  New  and  Novel  Business — A  person  in  South  street, 
one  day  last  week,  was  complaining  that  want  of  employment 
left  him  almost  destitute  of  life,  and  imploringly  soliciied  work 
If  that  is  what  you  desire,  said  a  gentleman,  1  will  employ  you, 
and  give  you  one  dollar  and  fifty  ci  n;.s  for  your  Hay’s  work.  The 
offer  was  i  mbraced,  and  the  laborer  was  directed  to  take  a  brick 
and  carry  it  acro:ts  the  street,  and  then  return  with  it,  and  lay  il 
down,  making  a  mark  to  indicate  the  number  cf  times  it  was 
transported  across  the  street  and  b.ack  again,  and  ikut  continue 
to  carry  it  from  one  si'le  of  the  street  to  the  other,  throughout 
his  specified  leim  of  labor.  The  fellow  acccinplishcd  his  day’s 
work,  and  received  his  p.ty,  but  declares  that  twice  the  sum 
would  be  no  inducemtrt  for  him  to  undertake  the  same  woik 
again.  [  N.  Y.  Merc.  Adv. 

Outrage  in  Michioan. — The  Ann  Arbor  State  Journal  of 
March  ISth.stales  that  on  the  r  ight  of  the  ]2'.h,lhe  Presbyterian 
church  in  that  village  waa  forcibly  entered, and  numerous  depro. 
dations  were  commuted,  such  as  breaking  lamps,  destroying  the 
hangings  of  the  pulpit,  and  some  other  nc's  of  too  brutal  and 
revolting  a  character  to  be  publicly  nieiirioned.  The  trustees 
of  the  church  have  offered  a  reward  of  $100,  and  the  town  coun¬ 
cil  another  hundred,  for  the  apprehension  and  conviction  of  the 
perpetrators  of  these  infamous  acts. 

On  Ihe  I7ih  ult.  a  skiff  containing  five  men  was  drawn  ovo 
dam  in  Licking  river,  Kentucky.  Foer  of  the  men  perished 
the  fifth  would  have  shared  a  like  fate,  hut  for  the  herui.im 
played  on  the  occasion  by  a  lady  named  Mrs.  Lee,  who  plun^ 
into  iho  stream,  threw  a  pole  to  him,  and  thus  saved  him 
an  untimely  grave. 


(To  be  continued.) 

N.  B.  The  Tabular  Plan  for  tho  daily  reading  of  the  scriptures  through  yearly,  is  contained  in  a  Tract  recently 
republished  in  this  country  from  a  second  Ixindon  edition.  This  Tract  of  16  pages,  may  ho  had  at  the  bookstores 
141  Nassau  street,  New-York,  24  South  Fourth  street,  Philadelphia,  and  ptobab’y  in  many  other  places  iu  the 
country.  Ils  price  is  $1  per  hundred,  or  12  cents  a  dozen.  For  those  who  study  the  Bible  according  to  this  plan, 
and  have  the  tract,  it  may  bo  found  aonvenient  to  cut  the  two  leaves  containing  it  fram  tho  tract,  and  paste  thein 
carefully  into  the  Bibles  designed  for  use. 

It  will  be  sjeon  that  the  text  table  has  designated  a  few  chapters  and  passages,  as  less  iinportant  to  be  read  than 
other  parts  of  the  Bible,  while  the  recommendation  of  the  clergy  of  this  city  is  designed  to  rcconiinend  the  reading 
of  every  part  of  the  Bible,  as  though  all  were  of  equal  importance.  H.  J. 


BRUNSWICK  COLLEGIATE  INSTITUTE.— This 
school  will  go  into  operation  on  the  first  Muaday  in  May,  uu)*er 
the  instruction  of  the  subscriber,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  k’obej  t 
Hunter,  A.  M.  late  a  teacher  in  the  Univeniiy  of  Edinburg'i. 
whose  abilities  as  a  scholar  and  teacher  are  too  well  known  to 
need  comment.  The  buildings  in  a  state  of  completion,  have  a  i 
delightful  and  commanding  site,  on  an  elevated  range  of  ground  I 
in  the  town  of  Brunswick,  near  Ihe  Sandlake  road,  two  miles  1 
loulh-onst  of  the  city  of  Troy,  and  about  half  a  mile  north  of  tho 
village  of  Alhia,  in  the  midst  of  a  pleasant  and  salubrious  coun¬ 
try.  1  he  object  of  the  Iiirliluiion  is  to  prepare  young  gentlemen 
for  the  active  pursuits  of  life,  or  to  lake  any  slaadiog  la  college. 
Admission. — The  r.umber  of  pupils  will  be  limited  to  30. 
Discibline. — The  discipline  is  intended  to  be  strictly  piten- 
lil.  As  thu  only  foundation  of  human  happiness,  religious  prin¬ 
ciples,  to  the  exclusion  of  seclarianitm,  will  be  inculcated;  and 
each  Sahhaih  the  pupils  will  be  required  to  devote  a  portion 
of  their  time  to  the  study  of  Sacred  History  ;  and  whenever  the 
weailier  will  admit,  they  will  be  required  to  attend  the  worship 
of  God  in  some  one  of  the  churches  in  Tror.  There  is  belonging 
Ihe  school  a  farm  of  60  acros,  which  will  afford  ample  means 
for  those  who  may  wish  to  devote  their  hours  of  recreation  to 
agricultural  pursuits. 

Lectures  and  Apparatus. — During  the  summer  term, 
ciuies  will  he  delivered  on  Ethical  and  Metaphysical  Philoso 
phy ;  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  ComposiUon ;  and  on  the 
Literature  of  the  Languages  then  being  taught.  And  during  the 
11  and  winter  term,  <  n  the  p-inciples  of  Natural  Philosophy, 
licmistry  and  Asironomy,  The  school  will  be  furnished  with 
Pliilusopliical,  Chemical  and  Agronomical  Apparatus,  with 
Globes,  iM dps  and  Charts,  and  also  with  several  will  selected 
lublicali'ins. 

Expa  nses. — For  tuition,  boarding,  lights,  fuel,  and  the  use 
of  hijdsH'ad,  $150  per  year,  payable  quarterly  in  advance. 

Circulars,  giving  more  definilo  information  about  the  school, 
can  Im  obiaiiird  ul  the  references. 

RErEBENCEs. — Rev.  Nathan  S.  S.  Beman,  Rev.  LV.  Snod- 
grass,  Troy — Rev.  Dr.  Sprague,  Rev.  Mr.  Verroilye,  Rcv.Mr 
A'ykoff,  Rev.  Mr.  Welch,  Henry  G.  Wheaton,  Esq.  Albany — 
Rev.  Dr.  Noll,  President  of  Union  college,  Schenectady  -Rev. 
Mr.  Stinisiin,  S'chodack  Centre — Rev.  Dr.  Brownlee,  Rev.  Dr. 
Mi'F.lripy,  Rev.  Andrew  Siaik,  Rev.  Charles  Q.  Somers,  C.S. 
Francis  and  David  P.  Hall,  Esq’rs,  New  York—  an  1  Rsv.  Dr. 
Tucker,  Provi'Jence,  R.  I. 

HENRY  WHEATON  HEWET,  Principal. 
Brun.sivick,  April  7,  1838.  if— 421 


The  Cherokee  Memorial  rejected. — The  petition 
15,000  Cherokees  has  been  laid  on  ifaa  mhle  in  the  House,  by  a 


refused  In  hear  Ihe 
wronged  pinple. 

omplices  with  Mc- 
bcing  arraigned  for 
t.  sentence  id  death 
on  the  12ib  tnsi. 


vole  of  103  to  76.  Thin  both 
liumide  and  respectful  prayer 

Lount  and  Matthews,  the  I 
Krnzie  in  the  late  insurrection 
high  treason,  pleadeil  guilty, 
was  piunounccd  again;,!  them, 

Moi.tamty  by  Drunkenness. — Ouftf  oi 
who  have  died  the  past  year  in  New  Haven, 
to  a  drunkard’s  grave,  and  in  a'inost  eyiery  cas* 
direcife  traced  tu  some  of  the  dyjnkard-maliing 
Fromynong  the  customers  of  fimrieen  groggeries, 
died  iBlhe  last  fourteen  months:  Most  ol  them  were  heads  of 
families.  A  short  lime  since,  while  one  of  the  unhappy  viclinis 
of  these  grogshops,  a  husband  and  father,  lying  upon  his 
desth-bed,  his  wife  and  children  by^Hb  side,  a  group  of 

snine  eight  or  ten  of  bis  brother  victims  reeled  inlo  Iho  room  and 
gather  d  around  him.  The  scene  was  awful ! 

Accident.— Two  chilJrcn  were  killed,  and  several  others  se¬ 
verely  burned,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  the  25lh  ultimo,  by  the 
accidental  explosion  of  some  gunpowder  which  had  been  thrown 
away  as  worthless.  VE 
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m"eling  her  Christian  friends  in  heaven,  who  had  gone  before 
her.  These  are  some  of  her  dying  e.xpres8ians  :  “  I  know  I 
love  my  Savior,  My  faith  is  strong  in  him.  I  think  1  shall  not 
be  deceived  :  but  if  after  all  il  is  a  deception,  O  what  a  dreadful 
deception !  1  have  not  done  as  much  as  I  ought  for  Ihe  Savior. 

I  have  made  resolutions  and  broken  them.  1  have  been  unpro¬ 
fitable.”  Said  a  friend,  you  have  long  been  interested  in  the 
work  of  God,  and  have  done  mdch  good.  “  O,  Han’t  praise  me, 
but  give  it  all  to  Christ.  1  am  a  poor  sinner,  and  am  saved  by 
grace  alone.  Pray  for  me  while  I  pass  through  the  valley  of  the 
sti  idow  ol  death.  It  is  a  dark  valley  without  the  presence  nf  the 
Savior.  Jetus  is  precious  'o  mv  soul,  and  will  take  care  of  me.” 
B^C'imirg  som'.'wiial  exhausted,  she  was  requested  to  sleep. 
With  an  affccliorate  look,  she  replied,  “  O  yes,  I  shall  sleep.” 
She  fell  asleep  about  4  o’chnik,  P  M.  and  in  this  tranquil  state 
she  remained  till  5  o’clock  the  next  morning,  when  ahe  sweetly 
expired  without  a  struggle. 

The  following  has  boe»  found  in  her  portfolio  since  her  funeral, 
and  is  probaU'y  the  last  effusion  of  her  pen.  Il  Appears  hastily 
sketched  on  a  serap  of  paper,  in  pencil  marks.  As  it  is  a  faint 
type  of  the  holy  contemplations  she  has  enjoyed  of  heaven  and 
ils  employments  the  winter  past,  and  of  the  premonitions  she  has 
indulged  of  a  speedy  departure  from  earth,  it  is  deemed  proper 
to  insert  it  in  this  place. 

Time,  what  art  thou  ?  A  silken  spell,  to  bind 
The  upward  flight  of  an  immortal  mind  ? 

No,  that  may  not  be  chained  which  hath  no  bound  ; 

Nut  e’en  .^lolus’s  harp  can  limit  sound. 

My  soul  would  rise — fain  would  she  soar  away 
To  yon  bright  realms  of  cloudless,  perfect  day; 

Pain  would  she  once  this  thirsty  spirit  lave 
In  the  pure  crystal  of  a  heavenly  wave  ; 

Fain  would  she  listen  to  the  songs  above, 

And  catch  from  seraphs’  harps  a  note  of  love — 

Would  rise  with  all  the  deep,  deep  thoughts  that  burn 
Unanswered  hero,  to  where  they  meet  return. 

To  that  far  land  th'tught  wends  her  trackless  way— 
Methinks  I  hear  e’en  now  an  angel’s  lay  ; 

Those  gales  of  richest  pearl  before  me  rise, 
lund  me  falls  the  mantle  of  the  skies, 
hark !  what  sound  is  that '/  What  cruel  hand 
back  my  blissliil  soul  from  that  bright  land  ? 
ision’s  gone.  Time,  thou  hast  done  the  deed : 
erefore  ?  How  hast  thou  the  power  to  lead 
ndless  spirit-captive  at  thy  will? 
be.  I  doubt  thy  empire  still. 

I’ll  try  thee  yet  again. 

thus  died  this  faithful  Christian.  During  all 
*e  was  never  heard  to  murmur  or  repine;  but, 
erful,  she  was  unwearied  in  her  efforts  to  make 
lund  her  happy.  She  was  affectionate,  meek,  dutiful  end 

_ t.  In  B  word,  reverence  towards  God,  filial  submission 

and  affeclioo,  conjugal  fidelity  ai^  devotion,  affability  and  bene¬ 
volence  lo^ilrds  all  with  whom  she  was  acquainted — seemed  to 
have  been  united  in  her  t^per  and  practice  through  life,  which 
makes  the  remembrance  ^%er  name  sweet. 


embracing  a  biief  sketch  of  her  life  and  character.  By  W 
Goo  'ell.  To  which  is  added  a  Seinion  preached  in  Constan 
t.n-'ple,  August  ISih,  1837.  By  H.  G.  O.  Dwight. 

Lvell’s  Geolooy — Being  an  Inquiry  how  far  the  Former 
Changes  of  the  Earth’s  Siiffa  ;e  are  referable  to  Causes  now 
in  operation.  In  2  vols.  First  Ame.rican,  from  Ihe  fifih  and 
last  London  edition. 

April  21.  2t— 421 


COOLIDGE  &  LAMBERT, 

Slatlouon  and  A<M:oiint»Uoak  Haiinfaclurers 

No.  57  Wall  Street,  (near  Pearl.) 

Inform  their  friends  thrmighout  the  country,  that  they  keep  coi>- 
slanlly  on  hand  Blank  Books,  ruled  to  various  patterns.  Also, 
an  extensive  assortment  of  Foreign  and  Dumestic  Stationery. 
Recorils  (or  Church  Sessions, 

Registers  of  'Church  Members, 

Registers  of  Marriages  and  Baptisms, 

Blanks  for  Dismission  of  Church  Members, 

Marrisge  Cerlificalcs,  Aic. 

March  24.  417 

BOARD. — A  Gentleman  and  his  Wife,  or  a  smaUfamily,can 
be  aocoraroodated,  after  the  Isl  ef  May,  with  board  in  a  private 
religious  fami'y,  in  a  pleasant  situation  west  of  Broadway  and 
below  Blcecker  street. 

A  line  addressed  to  A.  B.,  Box  1649,  Upper  Post  Office,  will 
receive  immediate  attention, 

March  3.  tf_4I4 


BOARD— Permanent,  or  for  persons  visiting  the  city,  may 
be  had  at  No.  26  lloade  street,  (a  little  noiih  of  tho  Park,  and 
near  Broadway  )  Dinner  2  o’clock. — Terms  moderate.  Refe¬ 
rence  required. 

Dec.  9,1837.  tf-402 


JAMES  STREET  HOTEL, 

(A  Temperance  hov.se,  not  Graham) 

By  G.  G.  JF,v\ETT, 

No.  25  James  st,  (near  Chatham  Square)  New-I 
Citizens  and  Strangers  accommoilated  with  Board,  h>  the  dav 
week,  or  year.  Board  $1  per  day. 

Sept.  23rd.  1837. 


MAIIKIED, 

At  Warren.  Herkimer  county,  Alarc^^ih,  by  Rev.Chester 
Holcomb,  Mr.  Lyman  Robbin-of  \Wfiiftix,  to  Miss  N.J.Beebe, 
daughter  of  Dra.  Asa  Beehe,  Mexico,^.  Y. 

In  Killingly,  Conn,  on  Monday  evening  April  9,  by  the  Rev. 
Elisha  Atkins,  Lucy  Torrey,  daughter  of  Asa  Cutler,  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Dike,  of  Th  mpson.  Conn.  * 

At  Kingston,  R.I.  on  the  9th  inst.  by  Ihe  ^:v.  John  H. Baker, 
Rev.  Charles  P.  Grosvenor  to  Miss  Hannah  H.  Wells,  both  ol 
Kingston. 


NOTICE. — The  next  regular  Lecture  on  Popery  will  be 
delivered  in  the  Aliddle  Dutch  church,  on  Sabbath  Evening, 
April  22'1,  by  Rev.  Robert  1.  Breckinridge,  of  Baltimrru. 
-After  which,  a  collection  will  be  taken  to  defray  the  expense  in¬ 
curred  by  keeping  up  the  lectures,  and  to  aid  the  funds  of  the 
American  Reformation  Society.  Service  comroeoces  at  half 
past  7  o’clock. 

CITY  TRACT  SOCIETY.— A  public  meeting  ef  the  board 
of  the  New  York  City  Tract  Society  will  be  held  on  Monday 
Evening,  the  f3J  instant,  at  half  past  7  o’clock,  in  the  Briek 
church, 

ExtracU  from  the  reports  of  Ihe  Traci  Missionaries  will  be 
read,  and  an  address  may  be  expected. 

A  meeting  of  the  Visitors,  for  prayer  and  exhortation,  will  be 
held  in  the  Lecture  Room  at  half  past  6  o’clock  P.  M. 

A  Biibscriplion  and  collection  will  bo  taken  up  to  sustain  the 
operations  of  the  Society. 

I^w  York,  April  21, 1838. 


_  JAV  YORK  M.ARINE  BIBLE  SOCIETY.— The  22d 
Anniversary  Meeting  of  this  liistiiu’. ion  will  be  held  at  the 
Chatham  stu^Chapel,  on  Wednesday  Evening  next,  the  25'h 
j  o’clock.  Several  addresses  may  be  expected 

Sn  and  piius  seamen.  The  friends  of  aesmen  and 
taiise  are  invited  to  alicnd. 


SECULAR  INTELLIGENCE. 


OONORBSS. 

Sa'urday,  April  7. — In  the  House,  Mr. Hamer  rose  and  stated 
that  h4  had  a  resolution  which  he  did  not  wish  to  offer  at  that 
time,  but  to  aik  the  consent  of  the  House  to  have  it  printed,  and 
gave  uoilee  that,  on  Monday  next,  he  shou'd  call  it  up  and  move 
Its  adoption. 

Considering  that  the  business,  commerce,  circulation  and  ex¬ 
changes  of  the  country  are  in  a  deranged  and  embarrassed  con¬ 
dition  :  and  considering  also  that  a  part  of  the  banks  iu  the  U.  S. 
have  expressed  a  desire  to  resume  specie  payments  at  an  early 
period— 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  Coogreai  assembled.  That  if  the 
banL,  or  a  portion  of  them,  de  thus  resume,  it  will  bo  the  duly 
of  the  Gejeral  Oovemment,  within  the  limits  of  its  constitutional 
autherity,  to  aid  such  banks,  as  ihi  present  administration  de¬ 
signs  to  do,  in  regaiaieg  public  confidence,  and  to  sustain  them 
in  their  laudable  efforts  to  fulfill  their  o'ffigaiians,  to  relieve  the 
wants  of  the  community,  and  to  restore  to  the  people  a  sound 
circulating  medium. 

The  motion  to  print  was  agreed  to. 

From  the  Savannah  Georgian,  April  4, 

From  Florida.— By  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Forester, 
Capt.  Dillon,  front  Gray’s  Fer^,  we  learn  that  on  the  28lh  all. 
about  sundown,  two  citizens  of  Florida,  named  Thomas  Cochran 
and  J.  Hogan,,  were  killed  about  1 4  miles  from  Micanopy,  by  a 
party  of  Indiani.  A  portion  of  the  troops  at  that  post,  under 
the  command  of  Lt.  Soley,  on  bearing  the  whoops  and  firing  of 
the  Indians,  left  the  fort  in  pursuit,  but  were  only  succetsfuF  in 
finding  one  of  the  bodies,  it  being  too  daik  to  pursue  their  search. 
They  intended  to  prosecute  it  next  morning.  Three  others  of 
our  citizens  are  reported  to  have  been  wounded,  elsewhere,  by 
Ihe  Indiane. 

EinMTB  Arrual  Mcctino  or  the  American  Lyceum.— 
The  time  for  holding  their  anniversary  meeiiog  has  been  changed 
to  tbe  15th  of  May,  to  euit  the  convenience  of  the  friends  of  edu- 
cation  and  popular  improvement  in  the  stale  in  which  it  is  this 
year  10  he  celebrated.  On  that  day  the  session  will  open  in 
Hartford,  Conn,  under  the  direction  ofa  Committee  of  Arrange- 
menU  appointed  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

Six  queetiohe  are  proposed  for  diveusston,  relating  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  snajects :  The  importance  and  means  of  introducing 
iato  common  echools  the  study  of  Natural  History  ?  How  Ly¬ 
ceums  (or  aeeoeiations  for  intellectual  improvement)  may  be 
eeUblithed  and  reudered  succesiful  in  nnall  towas  ?  On  what 
priaeiplel  appiopriationt  should  be  made  from  a  State  School 
nod?  Tbe  applicability  of  monitorial  principles  ut  common 
•ehooU.  What  embellishments  and  public  improvements  may 
be  mvie  with  advantage,  intelligaace  and  morals  ? 

All  societies  for  the  cullivation  and  diffusion  of  knowledge, 
nre  reqneeted  to  appoint  delegalet,  and  to  send  written  n-portt 
of  'their  eperatione  for  the  meeting ;  and  the  friends  of  education 
are  aasdiaHy  invited  to  attend. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements,  at  Hartford,  consists  of  the 
Rev.  T.  H.  Gallaudet,  Dr.  J.  L.  Comstock,  and  N.  Brace, 
Eeq. 

Communicaliont  may  be  add.-eeeed  to  William  A.  Duer 
President,  or  Theodore  Dwight,  jua.  Corretpooding  Secretary 

Mew  Terh. 

[Ednars  favorable  to  popular  improvement  are  rreuested  to 
aotica  Ikia  meeting.]  [N.  Y.  Express. 

Mean  Mvanaas.— Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  at 
tbe  Peas  of  Arkaasas,  dated  4'h  iEstant. 

Oa  Thutaday  or  Friday  last,  William  Condrue  went  to  Na- 
pe!eoa,(at  the  sseuih  of  Arkansas,)  in  a  canoe,  and  on  his  return 
home,  aabe  waa  aeceading  the  river  in  hie  canoe,  he  was  shot 
Cnom  the  bashes,  and  killed  uMtantly.  He  was  found  in  his  canoe, 
and  it  afioat  in  tbs  river.  Suspicion  rests  oa  a  mae  by  the  name 
ef  William  Adair,  and  he  it  bow  in  custody. 

AuMher  meet  outrageous  aaeassinauon  was  committed  on  the 
pereanof  Augustus  I.  Glovsr,  while  traveUiiig  the  road  from  his 
rasHtenoe  un  the  Redferk  Bayou,  to  his  faiksr.iu-law’s,  Mr.  G. 
B-  Watson.  He  was  in  company  with  his  wife,  a  young  lady, 
and  two  gentleman,  in  all  five  persons.  One  of  the  gentl^en  in 
compnay  only  had  a  gun,  aad  that  net  chargoi,  A«  Ihe  compa- 


niED, 

On  Ihe  16ih  inst.  Me  inda  F.,  wife  of  William  R.  Sutton,  in 
the  28lh  year  of  her  age. 

Very  suddenly,  at  Naperville,  Cook  co.  Illinois,  Daa.  Lester 
Poet,  of  Do  Page,  aged  36  years,  fornu  rly  of  the  town  of  Benson, 
Riitlaiid  CO.  Vermont.  In  the  death  of  Dea.  Peet,  the  cause  of 
benevolence  has  lost  a  heart  to  feel,  ami  a  hand  ever  ready  to 
give. 

At  Whileshorouph,  Oneida  county,  on  the  26th  ult.  Mrs.  An. 
toinetle  E.  Q.  West,  wife  of  Mr.  Charles  E.  West,  and  only 
child  of  Henry  M.  Gregory,  Esq.  aged  24  years. 

When  death  enters  thu  family  circle,  and  tears  away  the 
brightest  and  lovelies:  object ;  when  the  young  and  beloved  wife, 
the  affoctinnate  daughter,  the  constant  friend,  and  devoted 
Christian,  is  laid  in  the  silent  grave,  then  it  is  the  heart  breaks 
and  bleeds,  and  every  tender  sensibility  of  the  soul  is  touched 
and  called  into  action. 

Such  was  the  position  held  by  ths  In'e  lamented  Mrs.  West. 
By  her  amiable  disposition,  her  dev.ilcd  piety,  her  sireng,  social 
sensibilities,  and  by  the  superior  culture  of  hir  intellectual  and 
mora*  nature,  and  her  prospects  of  great  usefu'ness  ta  the  world, 
she  became  the  centre  around  which  clustered  the  affection  of 
every  one  who  knew  her. 

She  was  born  in  the  village  of  Deposit,  Delaware  co.  January 
3l8t,  1814.  In  1821,  at  the  acc  of  seven,  she  became  the  sub¬ 
ject,  as  she  believed,  and  as  her  conduct  ever  after  testified,  of 
the  renewing  and  sanctifying  influences  efihe  Holy  Spirit.  No 
vain  and  trivial  conversation,  so  common  in  youth,  marked  her 
early  course;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  was  she  taciturn  and  mo¬ 
rose  ;  but  avoiding  these  two  extremes,  she  exhibited- a  unirorntly 
cheerful  and  dignified  deportment.  In  1829,  she  mads  a  public 
profession  of  relig  on,  by  uniting  with  the  Pre-bytcrtan  church 
in  her  native  village.  She  had  nut  made  a  puldic  profession  be¬ 
fore,  because  of  her  extreme  youth;  although  she  considered 
herself  as  belenging  to  the  chut  ch,  having  been  dedicated  to  the 
Lord  in  infant  baptism. 

The  early  advantages  she  enjoyed  for  obtaining  an  education 
were  good.  Manifesuiig  an  ardent  thirst  for  knowledge,  induced 
her  parents  to  put  wiihiu  her  reach  every  facility  for  acquiring 
it;  and  in  1831  she  was  sent  to  the  Albany  Female  Academy, 
un  lof  tho  care  of  A.  Crittenlon,  Erq.  where  she  remained  till 
1834.  The  bright  hopes  of  her  success  as  a  scholar  were  more 
than  realized.  She  left  scliuol  with  the  highest  honors  of  that 
invtiluti  m.  Her  love  of  knowledge  continued  to  increase  ;  and 
in  order  to  acromplish  the  greatest  amount  of  good,  she  followed 
the  example  of  Colton  Mather,  and  made  a  division  of  her  time, 
allotting  a  regular  place  for  every  duty.  Here,  probably,  was 
the  secret  of  her  accomplishing  so  much  as  she  did.  The  man- 
uscrip's  she  has  left,  both  of  poetry  and  proev,  are  numerous  fur 
one  of  her  age.  Her  pen  was  employed  for  several  literary  pe¬ 
riodicals.  She  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  education  of  the  young, 
and  it  waa  her  desire  to  consecrate  herself  to  this  object ;  and  in 
this  connecti  on.  Sabbath  school  instruction  claimed  much  of  her 
attention.  She  was  a  Sabbath  school  tracher  for  several  years ; 
and  when  ill  health  obliged  her  to  be  absent  from  the  school,  as 
it  sometimes  did  for  several  months,  it  was  to  her  a  matter  of 
deep  regret.  Tho  last  time  she  entered  the  churHi  was  to  meet 
her  class. 

The  cause  of  missions  lay  near  her  heart.  She  considered 
the  first  .Monday  of  every  month  as  sacred  to  that  cause.  From 
a  child,  she  ccnscientiously  devoted  the  whole  of  this  day  to 
reading  missionary  intelligence,  prayer  for  the  poor  heathen,  and 
to  some  secular  employment,  the  avails  of  which,  together  with 
other  money,  she  appropriated  to  the  spread  of  the  gospel  in 
heathen  lands.  Of  late,  no  class  has  interested  her  more  than 
tailors.  The  last  day  for  the  monthly  concert  she  spent  on  earth 
she  remarked,  that  the  church  has  greatly  overlooked  the  poor 
tailoi.  She  hardly  ever  heard  them  mentioned  at  the  concert, 
and  why  the  church  should  be  so  indifferent  to  them,  she  was 
unable  to  determine ;  f tr,  said  she,  every  sailor  that  is  converted 
would  become  a  missionary  of  the  cross  ;  and  should  this  class 
generally  become  Christians,  what  an  impetus  would  be  given  to 
the  cause  of  missions ! 

Nothing  gave  her  greater  joy  than  to  alleviate  the  sorrows 
and  administer  to  ftie  necessities  of  the  poor.  Having  suffered 
much  sickness  herself,  she  knew  how  to  sympatliize  with  the 
feeble  and  distressed.  Often  has  she  returned  from  the  cottage 
of  tho  poor,  with  her  empty  basket,  and  with  tears  in  her  eyes, 
she  would  say,  O  what  delight  it  is  to  relieve  suffering  ! 

For  several  years,  consumption  has  been  preying  upon  her 
roniiitution,and  fearful  apprehensions  have  long  been  entertained 
that  her  career  on  earth  would  be  abort.  Of'.cn,  during  Ihis  pe- 
nod,  has  sho^  been  brought  t<»  the  verge  of  the  grave;  but  by 
fedicious  medical  treatment  snd  the  best  of  care,  the  disease  has 
Deen  checked,  and  the  delusive  hope  again  and  again  entertained 
that  she  would  recover  and  become  healthy.  For  the  last  six 
months,  she  has  had  several  severe  attacks  upon  her  lungs ;  but 
her  case  was  not  considered  critical  till  a  day  or  two  before  her 
death.  A  council  of  physicians  was  called.who  expressed  doubts 
of  her  rewvery.  The  day  Imfore  she  died,  sho  became  worse, 
and  experienced  a  difficUity  in  breathing.  Her  lungs  appeared 
to  be  fast  failing.  When  informed  that  her  end  was  nigh,  she 
was  not  in  the  least  agitated,  but  with  all  the  composure  of  one 
Itreparing  for  a  iouraey,  aaid  she  was  ready  to  die.  She  then 
converted  with  the  family,  eharging  thorn  to  be  faithful  to  the 
Savior  ;  tent  messages  to  her  absent  friends ;  made  a  diapoiition 
of  earthly  effects ;  expressed  the  strongest  love  to  her  Redeemer  • 
s.d  i  she  had  been  a  great  sinner,  and  nothing  but  the  blood  of 
CbiUt  could  nave  her ;  and  apoke  with  the  utmost  confidtace  of 


_ J — An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Third  Presbytery 

York  will  be  held  in  the  Lecture  Room  of  the  Bleecker 
lurch,  on  Monday  next,  2Sd  inst.  at  4  o’clock,  P.  M. 

ERSKINE  MASON,  Stated  Clerk. 

NOTICE  — A  lecture  will  be  delivered  on  Sabbath  Evening 
next,  in  the  Central  Presbyterian  church,  Bioome  street,  bjt  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Adams.  Subject — “  The  Author  of  Regeneration.” 
Services  commencing  at  half  past  7. 


THE  TREASURER  of  the  New  York  Female  Benevolent 
Society  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  following  sums:— 

By  Mrs  Lalhrop,  Mrs  Thomas  Brooks  $6.25,  omitted  in  the 
last  acknowledgment— By  Mrs  Darling,  from  the  Bia  nerd  chh, 
14  57,  Mrs  H  Berger  3— By  Mrs  Richards,  Mrs  W  W  Ciiester 
2,  from  A  Friend,  by  Mrs  S  Dwight  1.  A  piece  of  Muslin,  from 
Mrs  Williams — By  Miss  Brown,  A  Friend  1— By  M.s  Hunt- 
ingion,  Mrs  S  Br«'«ii  3 — By  Mrs  Bleecker,  Mrs  J  Haviland 
0.25,  Mrs  Z  Ring  2,  Mrs  C  Milbanks  1,  Mrs  R.  W.  M.  1,  Mrs 
J  Bowen  1,  Mrs  O  Wilhinglon  1.  Mrs  W  Fuller  0  50— By  Mrs 
Couch,  Mrs  Uo.den  3,  Mrs  8  Knap;i  1 ,  A  Friend  3 — By  Mrs 
Skidmore,  from  the  Ladies  of  Rutgers  street  church  43.25— 
Avails  of  board  and  work  of  inmates,  5.50. 


NOTICE. — The  annual  meeting  of  the  Auxiliary  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  of  New  York  "nd  Brooklyn,  which  has  been 
postponed  Ihis  week,  will  be  held  on  Wednesday  evening  next, 
the  25th  inst.  at  the  2d  Presbyterian  church  in  Brooklyn,  (Rev 
Mr.  Spencer’s)  corner  of  Fulton  and  Clinton  streets. 


NOTICE. — The  fif  h  annual  meeting  of  the  Sabbath  School 
Missionary  Association,  connected  with  the  West  Presbyterian 
church,  in  Carmine  street,  will  be  held  on  Sunday  evening,  29d 
inst.  at  half  past  7  o’clock.  The  assccialioni  which  are  repre¬ 
sented  in  tbe  "  New  York  and  Brooklyn  Sabbath  School  Mis 
sionary  Union,”  and  all  others,  are  invited  to  attend. 

April  21.  It— 421 


NOTICE. — The  anniversary  of  the  Bethel  Sunday  School, 
attached  to  the  Mariner’s  Church,  will  be  held  in  that  church 
Sabbath  Evening,  22d  inst.  at  half  past  7  o’clock.  A  sermon 
will  be  preached  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Potts,  and  a  collection  taken 
up  for  the  benefit  of  Ihe  school.  All  interested  in  tha  mariner’s 
cause  are  respectfully  invited  to  attend. 


ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  AMERICAN  EDUCA 
TION  SOCIETY —The  22d  annual  meeting  of  the  American 
Education  Society,  will  be  held  in  tho  city  of  New  York,  on 
Thursday,  the  10th  of  May  next.  The  members  of  the  Society 
arc  notified  to  meet  for  busin'^ss,  in  the  rooms  of  the  Central 
American  Education  Society,  at  4  o’clock  P.  Mr  of  that  day, 
A  public  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  Broadway  Tabernacle,  at 
half  past  7  o’clock  in  the  evening,  at  which  extracts  from  Ihe 
annual  report  will  be  read,  and  addi  esses  delivered. 

WILLIAM  COGSWELL,  Sec’ry  A.  E.  S. 

Education  Rooms,  Boston,  April  16,  1838. 


TEMPERANCE  NOTICE.— Rev.  Dr.  Nott,  President 
of  Union  College,  will  deliver  his  second  discourse  on  the  subject 
of  Temperance,  in  Dr.  Spring’s  church,  next  Sabbath  evening 
April  22,  at  half  past  7  o’clock.  The  well  known  eloquence  of 
the  Doctor  will  doubtless  secure  for  him  a  crowded  audience. 


MASSACHUSETTS  S  ABBATHSCHOOL  SOCIETY 
PUBLICATIONS. — Superintendants  and  icach'-ra  of  Sabbath 
Schools  in  Ihe  New  England,  Middle,  Southern  and  Western 
States,  are  informed,  that  a  depository  of  all  the  publications, 
&c.  of  this  Society  are  kept  constantly  on  hand  at  the  bookstore 
of  John  S.  Taylor,  Brick-church  Chapel,  New  York  ;  where 
also  are  received  every  new  publication  of  the  Society  as  soon 
as  issued.  About  one  hundred  and  fifty  voluntas  now  form  the 
catalogue,  of  different  prices,  averaging  from  8  to  50  cents,  all 
of  which  have  been  approved  by  a  Committee  of  the  Board. 
Orders  ce.-it  by  mail,  from  different  parts  of  the  country,  will 
receive  prompt  attention,  and  forwarded  immediately  as  directed 
Siibscriptioni  to  the  Sabbath  School  Visitor,  a  monthly  period! 
cat  for  S.  S.  scholars,  at  50  cenli  a  year,  received  as  above. 
Also  on  hand,  a  large  assortme.it  of  Bibles  and  Testaments 
with  several  hundred  miscellaneous  books,  suitable  for  Sunday 
Schools. 

April  21.  8' — 421 

NATIONAL  PREACHER. — Just  published,  No.  5,  Vol 
XII.  of  the  National  Preacher— containing  a  Sermon,  by  Rev 
Charles  Hoover,  on  the  Criminality,  Cowardice  and  Cure  of 
DuELmo.  Priie  It]  cents  single  number.  Office  150  Nassau 
street,  New  York. 

AprU  21.  _ 4^1 

NEW  PUBLICATIONS,  for  sale  by  Ezra  Collikr,  148 
Nassau  street — 

Booth’s  Reion  or  Grace,  from  its  rite  to  its  consummation 
The  Life  and  Times  op  the  Ret.  Oeoroe  Whitfield 
M .  A .  By  Robert  Philip,  author  ef  the  Experimental  Guides 
&c.  &c. 

Hill  ard  Vallet,  or  Hours  in  England  and  Wales.  By 
Mtss  Catharine  Sinclair,  daughtei  of  the  late  Rt.  Hon.  Sir 
John  Sinclair,  bart.,  authoress  of  Modern  Society,  Modern 
Accomplishimuits,  Charlie  Seymour,  See,  Ac. 

The  Power  of  Faith!  A  Sermon,preached  at  Constantino¬ 
ple,  August  6,  1837,  on  tbe  death  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dwight, 


NEW  YORK  A  MICHIGAN  LINE. 
Merchandize,  Furniture  and  Passengers,  forwarded  frosa  New 
York  and  Albany  daily, 

IC^’^SABBATHS  EXCEPTED„jC33 

to  Buffalo,  Western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Wisconsin.  Missouri  and  Kentucky. 

*8®.  y®aF  since  the  establishment  of  this  as  a 
S.iMath-keeping  line.  Merchants  having  goods  to  transport, 
snd  ramilies  moving  to  any  part  of  the  Western  country,  can  be 
aUot  Jed  all  the  facilities  on  the  Erie  Canal  and  Western  Lakes, 
y  hij  Line,  that  can  be  had  by  any'oiher,  and  rates  of  trans- 
IKirtation  are  the  same.  ^  i  ■> 

froprirtors. 

T  A  S.  Allen,  Rochester. 

8.  T.  Atwater,  h-,  -  , 

K.  Ruden,  ^Buffalo. 

J.  M.  Goodman,  Cleveland,  O. 

AUERTt. 

ALLEN  WHEELER,  No.  106  Broad  st.  New  York. 

Bate*,  Hailinf*  Co.  Albooy. 

^  Co,  Troy. 


B.  A.  Hastings, )  . 
George  Davis,  j  ^^^any. 

I  Rochester. 


T.  C.  Bales, 
P.  P.  Peck 


Bate*  &  Co.  Boebeouf. 
Aleslvr  &  Rodvs,  1 
GeorfoDavu,  j®«aaio. 


!  f  iobaMod,  Efftoiu  4c.  Co.  RvicbaMaAO 

'  J.  M.  Goodman  4c.  Oe.  ClovelaatU  OV^  ' 
HutchiMoOs  Oampholl  ft,  Co.  Dttiait.  li. 
J.  Moonut  ft.  Co.  YpaUanii, 

J.  8.  W  rifbti  Cbicafo. 


KEFBR  TO 


Phtlpo,  DodfO  4b  Co.  >  v.w  Va.rlr 
Arthur  Tappan  4c.  Co.  ^  -York. 
McKo«  ft  Gurndor,  Na  tS  North  Wta 


rinaw,M.__ 


N.  Littlo, 

Rob  moon. 

North  Wharf,  II. 

PhiUdolphia.  Griffith  ft  Co-  Kalamacoo,  M. 
W.B.RoynoId*  ftCo»Ctt]rWbarr, Boston.  John  K.  Porter,  Su  Jo•eptli^  M. 
George  A.  French  ft  Co.  Dunkirk.  *”'  •<  >  - 

Tinker,  Craft  ft  Co.  Barcekma,  N.  Y. 

Wright  ft  Huflbut,  Ene,  Pa. 

Johp  Reid,  Couoeaut,  O. 

Hubbard  ft  Paraone,  AeJ^bule,  O. 

J.  M.  Goodnkan  ft  Ge.  Clerelaod,  O. 


Tbomae  Maidj,  C'>neianuiie. 

Finioy,  Burleigh  ft  Finley,  Michigan 


cttj,  UhL. 

,  Jonee  ft  Strong,  Racine. 

I  JobnB.  Wright,  Cbhcago. 

1  Samuel  Hinman,  Uiiweukie. 

[  A.  H.  Amdi,  Green  Bay. 


Okio  Cdnoi. 

J.  H.  Goodman  ft  Clerctand,0. 
H.  R.  Smith  ft  Co.  Ak'ou. 

J.  Is.  Revirntda,  Uetiiiou. 

Aea  Beckwuh.  Newerk. 

B.  Comatock  ft  Co.  Culumbua. 

M.  B.  Roes  ft  Co.  Ponamouih. 


Jeukioe  ft  Tracr,  Huron,  O. 

Uollieter  ft  Co.  sanduaky,  O. 

A.  Muorofaouaa,  Lower  Sandaeky,  O. 
i^ckbam  ft  Co.  Toledo,  O. 

Fonyth  ft  Hasard,  Maumee,  O, 

M.  L.  Colima,  Adrian,  M. 

Uatebinaon,  Campbell  ft  Co.  Detroit. 

Merchandize  intended  for  this  Line,  should  be  marked  on  the 
package,  “  By  N.  Y.  and  Michigan  Line,  and  shipped  by  Eck- 
ford  Tow-boat  Line,  fool  Broad  at.  New  York.” 
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WEST  SOMERS  BOARDING  SCHOt  L.— This  school 
will  commence  its  summer  term  on  Monday,  the  7ih  day  of  May 
next — to  continue  23  weeks. 

TERi».--Board  and  Tuition,  including  Washing,  .Mending, 

per  anil. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  I'HE  COMPREHENSIVE  COM 
MENTARY — To  render  the  Comprehensive  Gommeutary  the 

most  complete  work  of  the  kind  in  the  English  language,  anil  as  !  .  *  KR***-~t*oard  and  l  utiion,  including  Washing,  .9 

pc  rfi  cl  !i  help  as  possible  to  the  study  of  the  Bible,  the  publishers  I  English  studies  $110,  and  for  Languages  $120  _  - 

will  issue  a  supplementary  or  sixth  volume,  to  be  uniform  in  size,  I  quarterly  in  advance.— Parents  to  find  Beds,  Bedding, 

paper,  binding  am!  price  with  Ihe  regular  vuluines,  by  the  same  I  Stationery.  Boys  coming  to  this  school  from  the  city,  wilt 


TO  THE  FRIENLSOF  EDUCATION.— An  “American 
Common  Sichool  Union.”  conducted  by  J.  Orville  Taylor,  has 
been  opened  in  New  York  city,  (128  Fulton  street)  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  a  Central  Depository,  where  can  be  seen 
and  purchased  whatever  relates  to  the  improvement  of  Schools, 
and  the  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge. 

A  complete  scri's  of  school  books,  written  by  Judge  Conkling 
Mrs.  Sigourney,  Professor  Mither,  Prof.  McVickar,  and  others 
of  equal  eminence,  have  been  published  at  Ihe  above  place,  and 
are  now  offered  for  ale  in  a  very  cheap  form. 

These  works  have  ihc  unqualified  recommendation  of  State 
Societies,  and  some  of  them  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  iho  State 
of  New  York. 

Teachers,  merchants,  and  parents,  can  find  for  sale  at  the 
Union,  in  addition  to  the  above  scries,  all  the  school,  academical 
and  collegiate  books  nsw  in  use, 

A  central  place  like  Ih.s  has  been  much  wanted.  It  is  believed 
that  Use  Americ.m  (lontmcn  K,Ltio4-t  Union  will  do  much  to  elevate 
the  cause  of  education  in  this  country,  and  it  is  hoped  that  tho 
peupis  will  feel  that  interest  ie  the  improvement  of  Iheir  schools 
which  will  sustain  this  Institution. 

N.  B. — The  “  Cummon  Scho'il  Assistant  and  Public  Instruc¬ 
tor,”  is  published  monthly  at  the  above  place,  at  Fifty  Cents  a 
year- 11  copie^br  $5. 

March  10,  1838.  Iv— 415 


editor,  and  to  be  delivered  to  su.h  nf  the  subscribers  as  choose 
to  take  it,  with  the  last  volume  of  the  Commeatary. 

The  original  work  will  bv  completed  in  five  volumes,  about 
.Vlay  Isl,  and  no  subscriber  will  be  bound  to  lake  the  supplement; 
nut  such,  it  is  believed,  will  be  its  value,  that  few  or  none  will 
deny  themselves  from  purchasing  it.  The  chief  contents  of  the 
Suppleinent  will  bo  as  follows: 

1.  A  new,  full  and  complete  Concordance,  illustrated  with 
engravings,  founded  on  BuHerworth’s,  withCruden’s  definitions 
forming,  it  is  believed,  on  many  accounts,  a  more  valuable  work 
than  Bulterworth,  Gruden,  or  any  other  in  Ihe  language. 

2.  Full  and  complete  lives  of  Henry,  Scott  and  Doddridge, 
with  Biographical  and  Bibliographical  notices  of  every  author 
quoted  in  the  Commentary — living  and  dead,  American  and  fo¬ 
reign  This  part  of  the  work  will  not  only  afford  much  interest¬ 
ing  matter  for  family  reading,  but  will  be  a  source  of  gratification 
to  all  who  consult  the  Comiiiemary,  every  one  naturally  feeling 
a  desire  to  know  something  of  the  lives  and  characlere  of  those 
whose  opinions  ho  seeks.  Appended  to  this  part  will  be  a  Bib¬ 
liotheca  Biblica,  or  best  of  Ihe  best  works  on  the  Bible,  of  all 
kinds,  arranged  under  Ihe  appropriate  heads. 

3.  A  Guide  to  the  Reading  and  Study  of  the  Bible,  being 
Carpenter’s  valuable  Biblical  CompanioE,  lately  published,  con¬ 
taining  a  complete  history  of  tho  Bible,  and  being  a  most  excel¬ 
lent  intro  liiclion  to  its  stuify.  It  embraces  the  evidences  of 
Christianity,  Jewish  antiquities — manners,  customs,  arts,  natural 
history,  &c.  of  the  Bible. 

4.  A  complete  Index  to  the  Comprehensive  Commentary. 
This  will  be  invaliislile,  and  will  enable  any  one  to  turn  to  every 
passage  in  the  Bible,  and  comment  where  any  given  subject  is 
touched  upon,  and  which  are  scallercd  through  upwards  of  4000 
pages.  In  such  an  extended  work,  it  is  indispensable  to  the 
minister  and  Sabbath  school  teacher,  as  well  as  to  every  one 
who  wishes  to  study  the  Bible. 

5.  The  work  will  contain  many  other  articles.  In  lexes.  Ta¬ 
bles,  &c. 

6.  It  will  be  illustrated  by  a  large  Plan  of  Jerusalem,  identify¬ 
ing  the  original  sites,  drawn  on  the  spot,  by  F.  Caiherwood,  ol 
London,  architect.  -Also,  two  Steel  Engravings  of  portraits  of 
seven  foreign  and  eight  American  theological  writers — and  nu¬ 
merous  Wood  Engravings. 

The  work  will  be  bound  exactly  to  match  the  Commentary, 
for  subscribers. 

Some  copies  will  also  be  bound  up  without  the  I  ndex  to  the 
Commentary,  fur  sale  to  thoso  who  are  not,  at  $3.50,  and  will 
be  very  desirable  to  thoso  who  own  Henry,  Scott,  and  other 
comments,  or  as  a  companion  to  the  Bible. 

Subscriptions  received  by 

£.  FRENCH,  146  Nassau  street, 
April  !4.  3t — 420 


be  met  at  the  Steamboat  House,  in  Peekskill,  on  the  day  above 
mentioned,  and  conveyed  t«  the  school  free  of  expense. 

Refererces.- Hiram  Miller,  447  Broadway — William  A. 
Booth,  No.  10  Third  street- Elijah  H.  Brown,  corner  of  Amity 
and  Macdougal  streets. 

IRA  TOMPKINS,  Propretor. 

April  14.  2t— 420 

EDUCATION. — The  Supervisior  ard  Educatior  of 
Bovs  IR  Hartford,  Corr. — 'fhe  subscriber  adiuits  into  his 
own  family  5  or  6  Boys  orly,  to  be  at  all  limes  under  his  careful 
supervision,  and  thoroughly  instructed  either  in  the  cummon  or 
higher  English  studies,  the  Classics,  or  the  Modern  Languages, 
He  has  been  known  in  Hartford  and  ils  vicinity  as  an  educator 
of  youth  during  the  last  eight  years,  and  wou  d  therefore  take 
the  liberty  to  refer  those  who  may  wish  to  inquire  for  his  quali¬ 
fications,  to  professional  and  other  gentlemen  generally,  in 
Hanford. 

Tho  next  Term  will  commence  on  the  14ih  of  May.  For 
terms,  &c.  please  address  T.L.  WRIGHT,  Piincipal  Hartford 
Grammar  School. 

Har;ford,  Conn.  April  9.  8(— 420 


YOUNG  LADIES  INSTITUTE,  New  Haver,  Co.nr.— 
This  seminary  will  be  open  for  both  bua.ding  and  day  scholars, 
on  Monday,  May  7th.  Experienced  and  competent  Teachers 
are  provided  in  all  the  depaitments.  The  French  and  Music 
teachers  reside  in  the  family.  Circulars, giving  particulars jnay 
00  obtained  on  application  to  Ihe  i’  incipaI.Rev.  Judsun  .4.  Root, 
New  Haven,or  of  Rev.  Milton  Ba  Jger,  150  Nassau  street.  New 
York  city. 

April  14.  3t— 420 


MRS.  MAXWELL,  having  taken  a  commodious  House, 
168  Washington  street,  Brooklyn,  proposes  receiving  a  few 
additional  Boarders,  whose  number  will  bo  limited,  as  also  that 
of  day  pupils. 

The  course  of  instruction  pursued  is  in  accordance  with  that 
of  the  best  English  schools,  and  calculated  to  give  a  thorough 
English  education. 

The  most  approved  masters  will  attend  for  tho  French, Italian 
and  Spanish  languages,  and  for  tho  classics  if  required. 

Mrs.  Maxwell  will  have  accommodation  fur  two  or  three 
Young  Ladies,  who  may  wish  for  a  comfurlable  home,  without 
engaging  in  the  studies  of  the  school  room. 

Refererces. — Rev.  Wra.  C.  Brownlee,  D.D.  Rev.  George 
Potts,  Mrs.  Divio  Bethune,  New  York.  Rev.  J  S.  Spencer, 
Rev.  B.  C.  Cutter,  D.D.  Rev,  Samuel  H.  Cox,  D.D.  Brooklyn. 

April  7.  3t — 419 

YOUNG  LADIES  DOMESTIC  SEMINARY.— The 
summer  session  of  this  institution  will  commence  on  Thursday, 
the  3.1  day  of  May,  and  continue  15  weeks. 

The  course  of  study  is  intended  to  be  thorough  and  extensive, 
embracing,  with  the  elementary  branches  of  English  education, 
Algebra,  Geometry  and  Trigonometry  of  Ihe  pure  mathematics. 
Also,  an  extensive  range  of  subjects  in  the  natural  sciences — 
— History,  Mental  and  Moral  Philosophy,  and  Natural  and 
Revealtd  Religion,  as  an  examination  of  the  appendix  to  out 
at  nual  catalogue  will  more  fully  show. 

EXPENSES. 

Board  and  tuition,  including  room  rent,  fuel  and  lights, 

per  term  ...  .  :  .  .  .  $40.00 

Bed  and  bediling,  if  furnished  at  the  Seminary,  .  1,50 

Washing,  three  shillings  per  dozen. 

Half  of  the  amount  of  the  term  bill  will  be  expected  in  advance. 
None  will  be  received  after  the  commencement  of  the  term,  nor 
for  a  less  period  than  a  term.  Applications  for  admission  should 
be  made  personally,  or  in  writing,  to  the  Principal,  stating  the 
age,  habiti  and  advancement  of  the  applicant.  An  allowance 
of  from  three  to  four  cents  per  hour  is  made  for  the  time  spent  in 
domestic  employments,  and  the  amount  is  deducted  from  the  bill 
of  expenses. 

H,  H.  KELLOGG,  Piincipal. 

Clinton,  Oneida  Co.  N.  Y.  April  2,  1838.  St- 419 


BURR  SEMINARY.— The  spring  term  of  Ihis  institution 
will  commence  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  March,  and  close 
with  the  annual  examination  and  public  rhetoriral  exercises,  oh 
tbe  second  Wednesday  of  Jiil j. 

Students  are  requested  to  be  present  at  tho  commencement 
of  the  term.  Instruction  is  given  in  the  Latin,  Greek  and  French 
languages,  in  Ihe  Mathematics,  and  in  all  the  various  branches 
of  science  which  are  taught  in  the  best  seminaries  in  the  eoun- 

‘■■y’ 

Tuition,  from  $3  to  $5  per  quarter,  payable  ir  advance. 
Rooms  and  B  lard  may  be  had  in  the  Seminary  at  a  very  reason¬ 
able  price. 

Rev.  JOSEPH  D.  WICKHAM,  Principal. 

ALEXANDER  PROUDKIT,  D.D.  President. 

J.  ANDERSON.  Clerk. 

Mr.  WM.  A.  BURNHAM,  Prin.  Eng.  Depart. 

Manchester,  Vl.  March  5,  1638.  6t— 416 


FORTY  DOLLARS  A  YEAR  TO  INDIGENT  STU- 
DENTS  PREPARING  FOR  THE  MINISTRY.— This 
p.mount  is  appropriated  at  Monson  Academy,  [Monaon,  Mass  ] 
to  those  itu  .'enis  who  ate  not  under  the  patronagu  of  the  A.E.S. 
and  thirty  dollars  a  year  to  those  who  are.  In  this  Academy, 
a  thorough  course  of  Classical  and  English  instruction  is  ^ven, 
by  permanent  and  experienced  teachers.  The  Summer  Terra 
will  commence  on  Wednesday  the  23d  of  May. 

D.  R  AUSTIN,  Principal. 

Monson,  March  7,  1838.  416  3t  &  434  3l 


ELLINGl'ON  SCHOOL. — The  summer  term  of  this  In¬ 
stitution  will  comiiience  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  May  next. 
The  term  will  consist  of  twenty-two  weeks,  for  which  $80,  paya¬ 
ble  in  advance,  and  in  that  proportion  for  a  shorter  time,  will  be 
charged,  including  board,  washing,  fuel,  lights,  and  superinten¬ 
dence  at  all  seasons.  The  character  of  Ihe  School  may  be  learned 
on  application  to  any  of  the  Faculty  of  Yale  College.  Hon.  T. 
S.  Williams,  Hon.  W.  Ellsworth,  and  Rev.  Doctor  Hawes,  of 
Hartford,  Con.  JOHN  HALL,  Piincipal. 

Ellington,  April  7th,  1838.  240 — 5t 


BOOKS  !  HOOKS  !  BOOKS  !  lately  published  by  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Siiiid.iy  School  Union. — Jeremiah,  Julia  Chase,  Rainy 
Afternoon,  J.  C.  Judson,  Memoir  of  an  Officer,  Betsy  Green, 
Missionary  I.eiters.  J.  and  M.  Kinsley,  First  Commandment, 
Way  to  do  Quod,  Kindest  Friend,  Wonderful  Rud-e.'ner,  Pour 
Pistaroens,  (Questions  and  Stories  on  the  Commandments,  Blind 
Lit .  Ie  Lucy,  My  Picture  Book,  Sunday  School  Teacher’s  Dream, 
Christian  Politeness,  Pious  Women  in  4  volumes.  Travels  about 
Home,  Thornton  Family,  Bedowtn  Arabs,  Life  of  Peter,  Jacob 
and  Joseph,  Sti.san  KImaher,  Youth’s  Friend  1837,  Sister  Ma 
rv’s  Stories,  Edward  and  Miriam,  Union  Bible  Dictionary.- 
For  sale  at  152  Nassau  street. 

420— St  J.  C.  MEEKS,  Agent. 

f  EMPKRANCE  EA  l  ING  HOUSE,  cLrrIr  oTnas- 
sau  and  Arn-btreet,  New-York. — The  proprietor  of  the 
above  establishment,  encouraged  by  the  very  flattering  parron. 
age  exiemlcd  to  him  during  the  past  seven  years,  adopts  this 
meilxHl  of  expressing  his  gratitude  to  his  friends  and  the  public, 
and  hopes,  by  strict  atteuiion  to  his  business,  and  unceasing  ef- 
ferts  to  accommodate  them  with  every  ar.icle  desired,  to  con¬ 
tinue  tu  give  the  greatest  satisfaction, 

Alt  the  delicacies  of  the  season  are  serveff  up  in  the  best 
manner,  and,a>o  as  reasonable  terms  as  at  any  other  similar  esta¬ 
blishment  in  the  city,  from  sunrise  till  10  o’clock  at  night. 

The  subscriber  has  on  the  same  floor,  adjoining  his  large 
dining  room,  a  select  apartment,  to  accommodate  gentlemen  who 
prefer  dining  mure  privately. 

DURING  THE  ANNIVERSARIES, 

Tables  will  continue  to  be  set  in  the  parlors  upon  the  first  floor, 
for  Ihe  accommodation  of  the  Ladies  who  visit  the  city  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Ministers  and  others,  members  of  different  Religions 
S.icieltes.  From  the  satisfaction  expressed,  the  subscriber  is 
encouraged  to  believe  that  this  arrangement  meets  with  their 
approbation.  Entrance,  No  107  Nassau  street,  a  few  doors 
below  the  American  Bible  Society  House. 

420— tSwm  H.  PATTINSON. 


REDDING  SEMINARY.— This  institution  consists  of  two 
separate  and  distinct  departments.  Tbe  Male  Department  is 
under  tbe  charge  of  Mr.  Lemuel  Hawley,  and  the  Female  De¬ 
partment  under  the  charge  of  Miss  S.  M.  Whiling. 

It  IS  located  on  Redding  Ridge,  one  of  the  most  healthy  parta 
of  Cot  neciicut,  about  15  miles  from  Norwalk,  ai.d  six  or  seven 
hours’  travel  from  the  city  of  New  York.  It  affords  instruction 
in  the  solid,  as  well  aa  the  ornamental  branches  of  female  edu¬ 
cation  ;  and  from  the  cheapness  of  living  in  the  neighborhood, 
its  terms  are  about  one  third  of  what  ia  usual  in  large  cities. 

Board,  and  tuition  in  Orthography,  Reading,  Grammar,  Writ¬ 
ing,  Arithmetic,  Algebra,  Mathematics,  Geography,  the  use  of 
the  Globes,  History,  Natural  and  Moral  Philosophy,  Rhetoric, 
Composition,  Astronomy,  and  other  kindred  studies,  for  each 
term  of  twenty. two  weeks,  .  .  ;;65 

French  or  Latin  do.  .  10 

Music  do.  .  :  16 

Drawing  do.  .  .  10 

Competent  teachers  arc  employed  in  all  the  departments,  and 
the  pupils  are  under  the  constant  and  immediate  care  of  the 
Principals,  who  devote  particular  attention  to  the  dtporlment  of 
the  pupils,  and  to  their  religious  duties. 

The  item  of  Board  ineludea  washing,  and  no  extra  charge  is 
made  but  fur  Books  and  Stationery. 

Tbe  whole  amount  of  a  pupil’s  annual  expense  is  ahsul  $130. 

There  are  two  sessions,  of  22  weeks  each.  The  one  begins 
in  May,  and  the  other  inDctober. 

For  any  further  particllars,  apply  to  any  of  the  following  re- 

Rev.  Samuel  H.  Cox,  D.D. 
Rev.  Edwin  F.  Hatfield. 

Wm  Rockwell,  Esq. 

Dis.  Alt.  for  Kings  co. 

Steamboats  run  daily  to  and  from  Norwalk,  and  stages  from 
Norwalk  to  Redding. 

April  14.  2i'*— 420 


BOARD. — Two  or  three  GeiiUeinen  can  be  accommodated 
with  boar ',  in  a  private  family  in  Walker  street,  a  few  doors 
west  <  f  Broadway.  Persons  of  religious  character  preferred. 
Address  Box  540,  Upper  P.  O. 

April  21.  2t*— 421 


NOTICE. — The  performing  members  of  Ihe  New  York 
Academy  of  Sacred  Music  aie  earnestly  requested  to  attend  all 
Ihe  rehearsals  prior  to  the  public  performance  to  be  given  by  the 
AcS'femy  during  anniversary  week. 

ICJ*’  According  te  a  new  rule  of  tho  Board,  members  will 
hereafter  receive  their  tickets  only  at  the  rehearsals. 

E.  CLARK,  Rec.  Sec’ry. 
April  14.  3us— 420 


MADISON  CLASSICAL  &  ENGLISH  BOARDING 
SCHOOL.— The  summer  session  will  commence  on  the  first 
Monday  (7th)  May  next. 

Terms. — Board,  Tuition,  Washing,  &c.  $75  per  session  of 
twenty-two  weeks, 

F.  SHERRILL,  Principal. 

Madison,  April  14,  1838.  4t — 420 

BLOOMFIELD  FEMALE  SEMINARY.— The  summer 
session  of  this  Institution  will  commence  on  Tuesday,  the  1st 
day  of  May  next,  and  continue  five  months. 

This  Seminary  is  under  the  joint  snperintendance  of  Mrs  H. 
B.  Ouoke,  and  her  son  Mr.  R.  L.  Cooke  and  Lady.  Connected 
with  it  is  a  Lect'irs  Room,  furnished  with  Chemical  and  Philo¬ 
sophical  Apparatus ;  and  regular  courses  of  Lectures  on  Chem¬ 
istry  and  Philosophy  are  annually  given,  illustrated  by  experi¬ 
ments.  'I'he  school  is  furnished  with  Globes,  Maps,  Library 
for  reference,  and  every  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement 
of  knowledge.  There  is  also  a  valuable  Cabinet  of  Minerals 
belonging  to  the  Institution. 

Regular  religious  instruction  will  form  a  permanent  feature  of 
this  Seminary. 

terms  per  SEssioir. 

Board  and  tuition  in  English  branches,  including.  Lec¬ 
tures,  fuel,  lights,  pew  rent,  &c.  one  half  payable  in 

advance,  .  . .  •  $84  00 

Tuition  for  day  scholars  in  the  primary  department,  8  00 

Common  English  branches, . 10  UO 

Higher  branches, . .1100 

Ancient  Languages  and  French,  each  .  .  .  12  00 

Music,  including  the  use  of  Piano,  .  .  :  .  30  00 
Instruction  on  the  Accordion, . 5  00 

Gratuitous  instruction  in  Vocal  Music  will  be  given  to  all  the 
members  of  the  School. 

Each  boarder  will  provide  her  own  bed,  bedding,  and  towels, 
or  pav  SB  evira  charge  of  $4  per  session,  if  supplied  with  them. 

None  will  be  received  for  a  less  term  then  one  session,  except 
in  extraordinary  cases, 

Keferekces. — Rev.  Joshua  Bates,  D.D.  President  of  Mid- 
dlebitry  Colligo,Vt. — Rev.  William  Patton, D.D.  New  York— 
Prof.  R.B.  Patton,  University  of  New  York  Rev  E.  Seymour, 
Bloomfield,  N.  J.— and  Rev.  J.  Leavitt,  N.  Y. 

April  14.  tf— 420 


BOARD.— Three  or  four  pious  young  men  can  be  accommo¬ 
dated  with  board,  in  a  private  family,  on  application  at  No.  66 
Charlton  street.  Terms  moderate. 

April  21.  3t»— 4-21 


GRAHAM  BOARD  IN  A  PRIVATE  FAMILY.— Two 
or  three  Gentlemen  may  be  accommodated  with  board,  after  the 
lOlh  of  May  next,  in  a  private  family,  on  the  Graham  system, 
near  the  corner  of  Spring  and  Varick  streets.  Inquire  at  72 
Greene  street. 

April  21.  Sm— 421 


CLASSICAL  AND  ENGLISH  SCHOOL,  NEWARK, 
N.  J.— The  subecriber  continues  his  School,  No.  167  Washing¬ 
ton  street,  where  boys  are  fitted  for  college,  or  for  the  various 
branches  of  businevs.  Particular  pains  is  taken  to  make  them 
thorough  .and  exact  in  those  elements  of  useful  knowledge  which 
lie  at  the  (l'I  i '  tiuii  of  all  improvement:  and  constant  attention 
is  paid  to  their  manners  and  morals.  The  subscriber  devotes 
his  whole  time  to  his  pupils,  and  has  assistants  of  his  own  train¬ 
ing,  as  many  as  one  for  srery  ten  scholars.  Tuition,  $10  per 
quarter  of  eleven  weeks,  i’he  spring  vacation  will  begin  the 
7th  of  May,  and  continue  four  weeks. 

Referkhcis.- The  Faculty  of  Princeton  college.  Professor 
Strong  of  Rutgers  college,  the  Faculty  of  Yale,  Amherst,  Wil¬ 
liams  and  Hamilton  colleges,  where  his  pupils  in  former  years 
have  been  known.  Also,  President  Beecher  of  Illinois  college, 
Professor  Smith  of  the  Wesleyan  Seminary,  and  many  o’her 
sentlemen  now  in  public  life,  who  have  been  hii  early  pupils. 

*  WILLIAM  R.  WEEKS. 

Newark,  AprU  18, 1838.  4t*-42l 


INSTITUiION  FOR  THE  CURE  OF  STAMMER¬ 
ING. — This  institution,  formerly  of  Cortland  street,  will  be  re¬ 
opened  fur  the  reception  of  pupils  on  the  first  of  May  next,  at 
258  Spring  street, near  Hudson.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
for  persons  coming  from  the  country,  and  others  that  choose  it, 
to  board  at  the  Institute,  and  thus  be  constantly  under  the  super- 
inlendance  of  thu  Principal.  Tihe  system  taught  will  be  the  same 
at  practiced  by  the  subscriber  for  the  last  five  years,  with  such 
complete  success.  Hundreds  of  persons  in  this  city  and  the  ad¬ 
joining  country,  have  experienced  its  benefits,  and  testified  to  its 
complete  efficacy  in  curing  the  worst  of  stammerers.  Pupils 
will  b'o  received  frum  five  years  old  to  forty,  and  a  cure  in  all 
cases  guaranteed,  or  the  money  will  be  refunded. 

Terms — From  $25  to  $100,  [the  indigent  cured  gratis.]  For 
further  information,  apply  to  the  subscriber  at  the  Institute,  if  by 
letter,  post  paid. 

Circulars  can  be  had,  by  applying  as  above,  containing  certifi¬ 
cates  of  cares,  recommendations,  &e. 

HENRY  JVELLS,  Principal. 

New  York,  April  14.  3i*— 420 


TROY  AND  MICHIGAN  LINE,  1638.— The  proprietors 
of  the  above  line  will,  on  the  opening  of  caiyil  navigation,  run  a 
daily  line  of  boats  between  Troy  and  Buffala(Sabbatns  excepted. 
Leonard  Crocker,  Agent,  106  Broad  at.  New  York. 

Merchandize,  Furniture  and  Paasengers  forwarded  to  western 
New  York,  western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Illinois, 
Indiana,  Missouri,  Kentucky,  and  Wisconsin  'Territory. 

PaoPRiETORs. — Pliny  A.  Moore  dt  Co,  189  River  st.  Troy — 
T.  A  S.  Aden,  Rochester. 

Aoents.— S.  A.  Hastings,  Teal  A  Backus,  72  Quay  street, 
Albany— Pliny  A.  Moore  A  Co.  139  River  street,  Troy— T.  db 
S.  Allen,  Rochester  -  Atwater  db  Ruden,  Buffalo— J.  M.  Good¬ 
man  A  Co.  Cleveland— Hutchinson,  Campbell  dk  Co.  Detroit- 
J.C.  Wri;hi,  Chicago. 

fCy*  Ship  by  “  Trw  Tow-boat  Line,”  Coenties  alip. 

Mark  packages,  “  Troy  A  Michigan  Line.” 

April  14.  if— 420 


Rev.  J.  P.  Schroeder,  D.D. 
Joseph  Hawley,  M.D. 

A.  M.  Merchant,  Esq. 


TO  TEACHERS,  OR  TO  GENTLEMEN  AND  LA¬ 
DIES  DISPOSED  TO  TEACH  — MrJ.ORTiLLE  Taylor, 
Professor  of  Public  Instruction  in  the  New  York  University,  will 
commence  on  the  first  day  of  May  next,  a  course  of  Lectures  in 
the  University,  on  the  Art  of  Teaching,  and  on  the  several 
branches  of  knowledge  which  should  be  taught  in  Elementary  or 
Common  Schools. 

Piice  of  admission  to  the  course,  which  will  continue  for  the 
term  of  six  months,  will  be  $10.  There  will  be  one  lecture  ene 
hour  long,  and  one  recitation  of  one  hour’s  length,  each  day. 

At  the  close  of  the  six  months’  instruction,  a  school,  paying 
at  least  $30  per  month  and  board,  will  be  pruvnird  by  the  Pro¬ 
fessor  for  each  student  who  has  attended  the  course. 

The  oaly  expense,  except  the  $10  referred  to  above,  to  which 
Ihe  students  will  be  sulyected  while  attending  these  lectures,  will 
be  that  of  Board  and  Washing,  which  will  be  $2-25  per  week, 
and  no  more. 

Application  must  be  made  to  Mr.  J.  Orville  Taylor,  N.  York, 
before  the  first  of  May  next.  But  50  studenia  will  be  admitted. 

March  31.  St — 418 

TO  LET — A  first  rate  Tenement,  censistiiut  ol'  the  sneond 
floor  of  a  two-story  House,  together  with  garret  room  ano  a  very 
fine  front  Basement,  situated  near  Prince  ana  MoedouRal  sts. 
For  further  particulars,  inquire  at  this  Office.' 

March  24.  i' — *17 


BRIEF  VIEWS  OF  THE  SAVIOR,  with  retlections  on 
his  Doctrines,  Parables,  Ac.  Designed  chiefly  fur  the  Young. 
By  Oliver  A.  Taylor,  M.  A. 

Published  by  GOULD  db  NEWMAN,  comer  of  Fulton  and 
Nassau  streets.  New  York.  Price  50  cents. 

April  7.  St— 419 


MBS.  ISABELLA  GRAHAM.— John  S.  Taylor,  The- 
ological  and  Sunday  School  Bookseller,  Brick  church  Chapel, 
has  in  press,  and  will  publish  early  to  May,  in  one  vol.  I2nio, 
the  unpublished  Letters  and  Correspondence  of  Mrs.  Isabella 
Graham,  exhibiting  her  religious  character  in  the  different  rela¬ 
tions  of  life,  selected  and  arranged  by  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Be- 
thune. 

April  7.  S'— 419 


NOTICE. — J.  S.  Kilburm,  M.D.  Physician  and  Surgeon, 
Office  No.  109  Leonard  street. 

Ap’il7.  7t*— 419 


Exclianire  Eist  and  Price  Current. 

Corrected  weekly  for  the  N.  Y.  Evangelist. 


EXCHANGE. 

Bills  on  London,  60  days,  at  sight, 

£,  sterling,  4]  a  5]  per  cent.  prem. 
- France,  (.  5  42]  a  6  47]. 


-Boston,  at  sight, 
-Cincinnati,  do. 
-Philadelphia,  do. 
-Baltimore,  do. 
-Richmond,  do. 


i  a  }  dis. 
6]  a  7]  die. 
3}  a  4]  dis. 
5  a  5i  dis. 
6]  a  7i  dis. 


Charleston,  do. 

4 

a  44  dis. 

- Savannah,  do. 

8 

a  10  dis. 

- MolHle,  do. 

25 

a  30  dis. 

- N.  Orirans,  do. 

lU 

a  12  dis. 

American  Gold, 

7 

a  —  prciDe 

do.  new  coinage, 

4 

a  1  prem. 

Half  Dollars, 

4 

a  1  prem. 

Five  Franc  Pieces, 

93 

a  95  cents. 

Doubloons, 

16  — 

a  16  05 

do.  Patriot, 

15  53 

o  15  60 

Sovereigns, 

4  88 

a  4  90 

FLOUR  AND  MEAL. 

New-York  Superfine,  barrel. 

7  50 

a  7  75 

Troy, 

-  - 

a  -  — 

Western  Canal, 

7  874 

a  8  124 

Philadelphia, 

7  75 

a  -  — 

Baltimore,  Howard  street. 

8  — 

a - 

Richmond,  City  Mill, 

8  75 

a  -  — 

do.  Country, 

7  50 

a  7  75 

Geowtown, 

8  — 

a  -  — 

Rye  Flour, 

4  75 

a  5  — 

Indian  Meal, 

3  624 

o  3  75 

GRAIN. 

Wheat,  Genesee, 

— 

a - 

Rye,  Northern, 

1  064 

a  1  124 

Corn,  Yellow  Northerr, 

-  78 

a  -  82 

do.  Southern, 

-  78 

a  -  82 

Barley,  N.  R. 

-  83 

a  -  — 

Oats,  South,  and  North. 

-  30 

o  -  40 

Beans,  per  tierce,  7  bushel. 

12  50 

o  13  — 

Peas,  white  dry, 

9  — 

a  9  50 

PRonaiONs. 

Beef,  Mess,  barrel. 

14  — 

a  14  50 

do.  Prime, 

11  — 

a  11  50 

Pork,  Mess, 

17  75 

o  19  — 

do.  Prime, 

13  50 

a  14  50 

Hog’s  Lard,  pound. 

—  8 

0—11 

Butter,  Goshen  Dairy, 

—  27 

o  —  30 

do.  Wtst.  do. 

—  23 

0  —  27 

Cheese,  American, 

—  8 

0—9 

Hams,  smoked, 

-  114 

,0-12 

SEEDS. 

Clover,  ponnd. 

— 

a  —  - 

Timothy,  tierce,  7  bushel, 

14  — 

o  15  — 

Flax,  Rough,  tierce,  7  bushel. 

— 

a  —  — 

BOPS. 

First  Sort.  1838,  pound, 

-  4J 

1  a  —  6 

MAHTIN, LAinBERT  A  CO,  PriMleia, 

No,  138  Fmlton,  botwoon  Bromdwmjf  and  Naooau  Street, 


XUM 


64 


NEW-YORK  EVANGELIST. 


ApmiL  I8a». 


[Continued  from  the  let  poge-] 
had  been  eren  more  general,  and  said  aU  the 
communicants  in  the  Vestern  Reserve  and  West¬ 
ern  New  York,  are  no  longer  members  of  the  church, 
who  would  not  have  been  shocked  ?  Or  if  they  had 
been  less  eateosive,  and  had  not  swept  cmes  and 
counties,  but  had  been  confined  to  a  single  individ¬ 
ual  and  he  the  humblest  in  tbe  church  ;  if  they  had 
sai^  that  Charles  Smith  of  Cleveland,  or  James 
Johnson  of  Qenesseo,  is  no  longer  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  would  it  not  have  made  the 
Assembly  a  hissing  and  a  by-word  ?  Can  any  one 
contend  (hat  the  Assembly,  by  its  mete  resolution, 
can  cut  off  all  tbe  church  sessions?  or  at  a  blow 
sweep  out  of  the  church  all  the  presbyteries,  even 
if  they  were  specifically  named  ?  Can  they  do  it, 
then,  indirectly,  by  cutting  off  a  synod,  as  such,  in 
general  terms  ?  Yet  all  these  cases  are  but  various 
ways  of  stating  the  asserted  operation  of  these  leso- 
lutions ! 

What  is  a  synod  ?  “  A  convention  of  all  the  mi 
nisters.and  one  ruling  elder  from  each  congregation 
in  a  certain  district.”  If,  then,  cutting  oS  a  synod 
should  cut  off  all  its  members,  it  would  only  cut  off 
all  the  ministers,  and  one  ruling  elder  from  each 
congiegation.  The  churches  would  still  be  un¬ 
touched.  But  the  reeolutions  can  have  no  certain 
operation  upon  the  membera  of  the  aynoda,  because 
the  members  of  the  synod  cannot  be  known  till  ii 
meet.  The  synod  of  this  year  is  not  composed  of 
the  same  members  as  the  synod  of  last  year.  When 
the  resolutions  were  passed,  ihe  churches  had  net 
appointed  their  lay  delegates  to  the  synods.  Min¬ 
isters,  too,  have  been  dismissed  ;  others  have  died  ; 
new  ones  have  been  settled  since  last  year.  What 
ministers,  then,  are  cut  ofl  ?  Which  elder  from  each 
congregation  ?  No  man  can  be  affeefed,  unless  he 
can  be  identified.  The  community  must  be  put  on 
their  guard  in  some  way,  if  uot  by  as  specific  a  de¬ 
scription  as  we  give  of  a  runaway  apprentice,  ot 
pilfering  servant.  The  resolutions  are  clearly 
void,  for  uncertainty.  How  can  you  exclude  a 
man  from  the  chuich,  without  naming  him,  or  de 


far  will  not  fail  to  see  that  if  the  Plan  of  Union 
were  not  void  (as  it  cleatly  was  not)  these  resolu- 
fions  must  fall  to  the  ground,  in  whatever  light  they 
may  be  viewed.  1  propose,  however,  now  to  pro¬ 
ceed  entirely  on  the  supposition  (for  the  sake  of  the 
argument)  that  tbe  plan  was  utterly  null  and  void, 
and  to  show  that  these  synods  and  the  presbyteries 
in  the  same  region,  even  on  that  supposition,  have 
all  along  been  and  still  are  regular  judicatories  of 
the  Piesbyterian  church. 

1  have  before  stated  that  the  church  was  first  or¬ 
ganized  on  its  piesent  plan  in  1788,  when  there 
were  but  one  synod  and  seventeen  presbyteries,  and 
the  whole  church  was  under  their  jurisdiction.  It 
will  not  be  denied  that  those  who  formed  the  con¬ 
stitution  were  the  Presbyteiian  church,  and  that  the 
four  synods  and  the  Assembly  then  formed  were 
regular  judicatories  of  the  church.  It  is  no  less 
true,  that  all  subsequent  judicatories,  including  the 
synods  of  Western  Reserve,  Utica,  Geneva  and 
Genesee,  have  been  formed  by  regular  constitution¬ 
al  Bubaivision  of  the  primitive  juilicatories  and  their 
derivatives.  All  subsequent  churches  too  must 
have  been  formed,  in  the  first  instance,  of  members 
originally  united  to  those  primitive  churches  or 
their  derivatives.  Let  us  trace  them.  In  1788  was 
formed  the  Synod  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  of 
oneoftheprimitive  synods.  From  the  churches  with¬ 
in  its  jurisdiction  and  from  oiher  churches,  mem¬ 
bers  emigrated.  The  settlements  of  Southern  and 
Eastern  N.York  were  fotmel  and  filled  with  church¬ 
es,  and  new  presbyteries  were  formed  by  the  synod. 
The  synod  became  inconveniently  numerous,  and 
in  1803,  the  General  Assembly  erected  the  Synod 
of  Albany,  extending  over  that  region  occupied  by 
the  presbyteries  of  Albany,  Oneida  and  Columbia. 
By  this  new  synod — the  Synod  of  Albany — new 
presbyteries  were  formed,  and  in  1812,  the  Synod 
of  Albany  was  divided  by  the  General  Assembly, 
and  the  new  Synod  of  Geneva  was  formed,  and  by 
the  same  process  the  other  synods  and  presbyteries 
were  formed  as  the  settlements  filled  up  r.nd  the 
By  the  constitution  it  belongs 


church  increased. 

Mrrbing,‘7»r  maikrnghitn7bui’sim’p^  “>  ihe  synods  “to  erect  new  piesbyteries,  and  lo 

the  district  of  country  in  which  he  may  reside,  oi  a  unite  and  divide  those  which  were  before  erected, 
convention  in  which  he  may  have  been  entitled  to  a  To  make  a  new  pre.sbytery  then  it  is  only  necessa- 
seat?  But  a  synodhasno  membersin  the  senseofin-  ry  for  the  synod  to  decree  that  all  ti  e  ministers  and 
tegredparta  or  portions.  Iiisaconvention  as  perfect  one  ruling  elder  from  each  congregation,  in  a  cer 
and  complete  in  all  its  parts  as  a  synod,  when  only  tain  district,  embracing  three  ministers,  shall  be  a 
quotum  is  present,  as  when  all  who  have  a  right  presbytery,  and  it  is  a  presbytery.  To  the  General 
to  seats  are  there.  Those  alone  are  the  synod  who  Assembly  belongs  “  the  power  of  erecting  new  sy 
take  their  seats,  as  members,  a  quorum  being  pre-  nods  when  it  may  be  judged  necessary.”  If  then 
sent.  There  is  no  synod,  in  any  constitutional  sense  the  Assembly  decree  that  the  ministers  and  one 
of  the  term  synod,  except  when  in  session  ;  and  the  elder  from  each  church  in  a  district  containing  at 
Assembly  surely  must  be  held  to  use  terms  peculiar  least  three  presbyteries  be  a  synod,  it  is  a  synod, 
to  the  church,  in  their  constitutional  s.nse.  How  The  power  in  both  cases  is  absolute  and  ludepend- 
more  than  idle,  then,  to  contend  that  the  Assembly,  ent,  and  without  appeal.  The  act  itself  ot  creating 
by  these  resolutions  cutting  off  foui  have  cut  or  erecting  the  preshy  teiy  or  synou,  makes  a 

off  all  the  members  of  those  synods — all  those  over  bytery  or  synod.  There  is  no  disputing  it.  No 
whom  those  synods  have  jurisdiction — all  the  pas-  reasoning  and  no  state  of  facts,  can  make  it  any 
tors,  members  and  sessions  of  all  the  churches  in  less  than  a  presbytery  oi  a  synod.  It  there  be  in 
tkose  regions— end  that  all  this  wholesale  and  re-  the  same  district  any  number  of  Congregatioiial 
tail  cutting  off  is  done  by  cutting  off  four  synods—  churches,  or  churches  of  any  other  sect,  who  claim 
almost  realizing  the  f^ancy  of  the  Roman  tyrant,  who  to  send  and  do  send  their  committee-men  to  the 
wished  the  people  of  Rome  bad  but  one  neck,  that  presbytery  or  the  synod,  it  cannot  destroy  the  one 
by  one  blow  he  might  cut  them  all  off  together  1  or  the  other.  The  Presbyterians  are  still  the  pres- 
Before  leaving  this  branch  of  the  subject,  let  me  bytery  and  the  synod.  Perhaps  the  committee- men 
advert  to  anothei  feature  in  nur  constitution,  which  and  Congregationalists  have  never  actually  voted 
must  be  familiar  to  all,  though  it  seems  lo  have  been  in  these  judicatories,  nnd  if  they  have,  and  their 
overlooked,  and  has  a  most  important  bearing  upon  voles  should  be  held  to  nullify  the  aefs  of  the  judi- 
this  matter.  The  presbyteries  are  not  in  any  man-  calories,  in  passing  which  they  voted,  it  could  not 
net  represented  in,  connected  with,  or  dependant  destroy  or  dissolve  the  judicatories  themselves, 
upon,  the  synods  ;  nor  are  the  synods  represented  But  no  principle  is  belter  settled  than  that  the  mere 
in,  connected  with,  or  dependant  upon,  the  Assem-  taking  illegal  votes  does  not  vitiate  the  result.  In 
bly.  The  representation  is  peculiar.  It  is  the  almost  all  out  political  elections,  illegal  votes  are 
churches  that  are  represenied  in  the  session  ;  the  taken  in  great  numbers,  and  if  such  elections  were 
sessions  arc  represented  in  the  presbytery,  and  in  held  to  be  void,  our  political  fabric  would  longsince 
the  synod  ;  and  it  is  the  presbyteries,  and  nothing  have  passed  away.  And  the  acts  of  the  Iasi  Asaem- 
else,  that  are  represenied  in  the  Assembly.  By  a  hly,  including  these  resolutions,  on  its  own  princi- 
slrange  blunder  on  both  sides,  the  synods  are  s  loken  pies  must  all  be  void,  for  the  commissioners  fiom  the 
of  as  composed  of  presbyteries  ;  the  presbyteries  as 
composed  of  churches,  and  l  le  Assembly  as  com¬ 
posed  of  synods.  Nothing  could  be  more  erroneous. 

AH  our  judicatories  are  independent  of  each  other, 
and  no  one  is  a  part  cf  another ;  but  most  especially 
are  the  synods  wholly  disconnected,  on  the  one 
hand,  with  the  presbyteries,  asd  on  the  other  with 


renders  the  Presbyterian  character  of  these  bodies 
perfectly  impregnable.  It  is  then  idle  to  contend 
that  they  are  not  and  have  not  always  been  tegular 
courts  and  councils  of  the  church,  even  if  there 
have  been  some  irregularities  in  admitting  some  of 
the  members  of  some  churches  and  presbyteries. 

It  is  surprising  that  a  fallacy  so  palpable  could  have 
misled  intelligent  men  for  a  moment. 

So,  too,  the  ministers,  if  the  presbyteries  have  ad¬ 
mitted  them,  no  matter  on  what  grounds,  as  regular 
Piesbyterian  bishops,  no  matter  how  unworthy  they 
may  be  to  fill  the  sacred  oflice.  So,  too,  the  lay  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  churches,  if  they  have  been  admitted  by 
ihe  session,  as  has  been  before  said,  are  Presbyteri¬ 
ans,  and  nothing  but  actual  process  can  make  them 
any  thing  less  than  Presbyterians,  except  by  their 
own  consent.  They  are  respectively  entitled  to  use 
the  sacred  office  and  sit  at  the  tables  of  the  Lord, 
even  if  their  characters  should  be  as  bad  as  that  of 
Judas  was  when  he  was  last  numbered  w.th  the 
apostles  and  dipped  with  the  Savior  in  the  dish.  It 
is  then  clear  that  in  no  construction  can  these  reso¬ 
lutions  affect  the  synods  or  their  members  as  such. 

Neither  can  they  affect  the  presbyteries  or  tbe 
Assembly.  The  presbyteries  are  not  named  or 
alluded  to  in  the  resoluiions.  They  are  not  parts 
of  synods  nor  represented  in  the  synods.  They 
have  no  conceivable  connection  with  the  synods  and 
therefore  cannot  be  cut  off  under  the  name  synods. 
Synods  are  not  paits  of  the  Assembly — nor  repre¬ 
sented  in  the  Assembly — nor  in  any  mannei  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Assembly.  Cutting  «ff  synods 
then  would  not  cut  off  any  part  of  the  Assembly. 
In  any  view  of  tbe  case  then,  the  constituency  of 
the  General  Assembly  remains  the  same,  and  that 
great  judicatory  of  the  church,  is  itself  untouched  I 
and  unimpaired  by  these  resolutions.  How  then 
can  it  in  any  sense  be  true  that,  cutting  off  the  four 
synods,  by  the  fact  itself,  expelled  from  the  Assem¬ 
bly  then  sitting  all  the  commissioners  from  presby¬ 
teries  within  the  bounds  of  those  synods?  Yet 
those  gentlemen  were  virtually  expelled — they  were 
denied  the  right  to  vote,  although,  it  is  admitted, 
their  commissions  were  regular,  had  been  presented 
and  filed,  their  names  enrolled  and  themselves  re¬ 
cognized  in  the  fullest  manner  as  members  during 
the  whole  session  up  to  that  lime.  They  were  spo¬ 
ken  of  on  both  sides  as  “  members  from  those 
synods,'^  and  “commissioners  of  those  synods" 
(which  they  were  not  in  any  sense,)  and  thus  in 
their  haste,  (for  every  thing  seems  to  have  been 
done  without  reflection  though  nut  without  dispu¬ 
tation)  they  weie  supposed  to  be  cut  off  with  the 
synods. 

The  Assembly  is  composed  of  delegates  from  all 
the  presbyteries.  The  constitution  has  prescribed 
the  evidence  of  their  appointment.  The  form  and 
substance  of  it  are  set  down  in  so  many  words.  If 
is  their  commission  signed  by  the  moderator  and 
clerk  of  the  presbytery.  It  contains  no  statement  of 
the  synod  to  whose  jurisdiction  the  commissioner 
or  his  presbytery  is  subject.  It  is  the  only  evidence, 
and  every  man  producing  that  evidence  is  entitled 
to  sit  and  to  deliberate,  and  vole  in  the  Assembly 
of  which  he  is  a  member.  There  is  no  power 
known  to  the  church  that  can  delay  or  hinder  him 
in  the  exercise  of  this  right,  till  the  Assembly  be 
dissolved.  The  Assembly  itself  has  no  power  to 
e.rpel,  or  silence,  or  exclude  a  member.  It  cannot 
directly  or  indirectly  restrain  or  constrain  him  in 
defending  or  assertine  the  rights  of  his  constituents 
or  of  the  church.  Neither  has  the  Assembly  any 
right  or  power  to  go  beyond  the  commission,  and 


Western  Reserve,  (during  most  of  the  session,  and 
from  Western  New  York,  during  the  whole  session, 
were  allowed  to  vote !  and  on  the  same  principle  all 
previous  assemblies  were  without  authority  and  tluir 
acts  void.  The  established  principle,  however,  and 
the  only  one  founded  in  common  sense,  is  that  a  vote, 
or  an  election,  may  be  set  aside,  if  it  were  in  fact 


the  Assembly.  It  was  by  overlooking  this  simnle  carried  by  illegal  votes.  It  is  uot  only  necessary 
truth  that  the  “reading  clerk,”  with  the  approbation  to  show  that  illegal  votes  were  actually  taken,  and 
of  the  moderator,  was  allew'ed  to  expel  the  repre-  even  that  more  illegal  votes  were  taken  than  legal 
seniatives  from  eight  presbyteries  from  their  seats,  ones,  but  it  must  be  shown  on  uhich  side  they  were, 
because  a  synod  was  cut  t  ff  from  the  church.  If  all  and  clearly  made  out  that  the  result  would,  have 
the  synods  in  the  church  were  cut  off,  still  the  been  othericise  v  ithout  them.  This  single  princi 
churches,  the  sessions,  the  presbyteries,  the  Assem-  pie  disposes  of  all  the  difficulty  and  nullification 
bly,  would  all  lemain  undiminished.  growing  out  of  the  fact,  that  committee  men  and 

But  are  the  four  synods  cut  off'  ot  excluded  from  delegates  from  Congregational  churches  have  been 
the  church,  ecen  in  their  synodical  capacityl  allowed  to  sit  and  vote  in  some  of  the  judicatories. 
Certainly  not.  Exclusion,  excision,  expulsion  from  Such  instances  it  is  believed  have  alrtiost  always 
the  chuich,  cannot  in  any  sense  be  predicated  of  a  occurred  in  the  judicatories.  Especially  in  the 
synod,  as  such,  for  the.  reason  before  slated,  that  Assembly,  from  the  earliest  periods,  by  mutual  ar- 
synods  ate  not  in  tbe  chuich,  nor  parts  of  tbe  rangement,  have  the  delegates  from  the  Congre- 
church,  nor  attached  to  the  church ;  they  are  the  galional  Associations  in  New  England  been  al- 
instruments,  the  agents,  the  courts  of  the  church-  lowed  to  vote.  This,  it  seems  to  me,  w-as  always 
the  creations  of  the  church.  It  is  therelore  an  inexpedient  in  all  the  judicatories.  But  under 
abuse  of  language  lo  talk  of  excluding  synods  from  “the  power,”  given  to  the  Assembly  by  the  consti- 
the  church.  They  may  be  abolished,  or  destroyed,  tutien,  “  of  conesponding  with  foreign  churches  on 
or  dissolved  by  competent  authority.  But  even  this  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  on  by  the  Assembly 
is  not  done  by  these  resolutions.  The  resolutions  and  the  corresponding  body,”  it  seems  clear  that 
do  not  say  so.  No  ingenuity  or  perversity  of  con-  the  General  Assembly  had  constitutionally  the 
struction  can  find  any  such  thing  in  the  resolutions,  power  to  do  as  they  have  done  in  that  behalf,  in 
so  that  if  the  Assembly  have  power  to  dissolve  or  their  own  body  and  in  the  Plan  of  Union,  and  no- 
abolisb  a  synod,  they  clearly  have  not  done  so  by  thing  is  clearer  than  that  it  has  not  destroyed  all 
these  resolutions.  '  past  a>-serablie».  It  cannm  be  doubted  that  there 

But  the  Assembly  has  no  constitutional  power  has  existed  a  highly  culpable  laxity  in  some  of  the 
to  abolish  or  dissolve  a  synod.  There  is  nothing  presbyteries,  in  relation  to  the  representation  in 
in  the  constitution  which  seems  like  such  a  power,  their  bodies,  and  that  many  of  their  acts,  were  in 
The  utmost  power,  there  delegated  to  the  Assem-  vestigaiion  practicable,  might  be  set  aside  as  irregu 
bly  is  “to  erect  new  synods.”  A  moments  reflec-  lar,  but  the  irregularity  could  nevet  be  corrected 
lion  will  satisfy  any  candid  mind,  that  such  a  pow-  except  in  a  constitutional  manner,  most  cleaily  not 
er  ought  not  to  exist.  If  the  Assembly  might  de-  by  abolishing  the  judicatory.  It  is  conceded  on  all 

stroy  or  abolish  one  of  the  synods,  they  might  abo  hands  that  some  presbyteries  have  been  too  lax  in 

lish  them  all,  and  thus  entirely  change  the  consti-  admitting  clergymen  into  their  bodies  as  members 
tution  of  the  church,  depriving  all  Presbyterians  of  and  have  in  some  instances  admitted  them  with 
their  high  intermediate  court,  between  the  Presby-  out  the  requisite  formalities.  This  cannot  be  too 

tery  and  the  Assembly.  much  censured.  The  synods  should  see  to  it,  but 

On  the  plainest  principles  of  Presbyterian  organ-  let  them  do  it  regularly.  Two  instances  are  before 


ization,  and  on  the  face  or  these  resolutions  them 
selves,  they  are  thus  shown  to  be  clearly  nugatory 
and  inoperative.  Are  they  not  also  inconsisleni 
with  themselves  and  contradictory?  They  declare 
that  the  Plan  of  Union  was  “  void  from  the  begin¬ 
ning,”  and  no  rights  could  accrue  under  it.  They 
declare  that  by  their  act  of  abrogation  in  1837,  the 
aynods  became ‘‘no  longer”  paits  of  the  church. 
They  declare  that  the  Assembly  is  urged  to  their 
course  by  reason  of  “gioss  disordeis”  which  have 
prevailed  in  those  synods,*  “  the  Plan  of  Union  ne 
ver  having  been  consistently  carried  into  effect !” 
Notwithstanding  tbe  “  much  confusion  and  irregu¬ 
larity  which  have  arisen  from  this  unnatural  union” 

— notwithstanding  the  “gross  disoiders”  which 
have  prevailed,  and  urged  the  Assembly  to  )iass  an 
act,  whereby  these  synods  are  excluded  from  the 
church,  still  “the  Assembly  had  no  intention  by 
these  resolutions  to  affect  in  any  way  the  minis 
terial  standing  of  any  member  of  said  synods,  nor 
to  disturb  the  pastoral  relation  of  any  church,  nor 
to  interfere  with  the  duties  or  relations  of  private 
Christians  in  their  respective  congiegations!”  And 
inasmuch  as  many  of  these  churches,  ministers  and 
presbyteries,  so  excluded,  are  strictly  Presbyterian 
in  doctrine  and  in  ordei,  “and  are  by  these  resolu¬ 
tions  declaied  to  be  not  Presbyterian  at  all,  which 
is  true,  inasmuch  as  the  synods  were  attached  to 
this  body  (a  synod  attached  to  the  Geneial  As»em- 
bly  !)  in  execution  ol  the  Plan  of  Union  which  was 
never  carried  into  effect,  and  by  reason  of  its  nulli¬ 
ty,  they  were  not  thereby  attached  to  this  body, 
and  never  were  in  tbe  Presbyterian  church,  and  of 
course  are  nut  within  our  jurisdiction,  and  are  now 
by  our  authority  and  by  these  resolutions,  first  ex 
eluded  from  it,  therefore  “  they  are  hereby  directed 
to  apply,”  dec.  Can  any  thing  be  more  ridiculous 
than  these  ill-digested  and  bungling  resolutions ! 

But  it  will  be  urged,  as  it  was  urged,  on  the  floor 
of  the  Assembly,  and  has  been  often  reiterated 
since,  that  this  reasoning  is  all  fallacious,  inasmuch 
as  these  individuals  never  were  in  the  church,  and 
the  synods  and  presbyteries  never  were  judicatoiies 
of  the  chufch.  and  had  in  truth  no  connection  with 
it,  and  that  the  Assembly  only  declared  what  was 
before  true.  But  is  this  so?  The  Assembly  is 

Iirecluded  from  taking  this  ground,  under  these  reso- 
utions,  because  they  expressly  declare  that  it  is  by 
the  opeiation  of  the  Assembly’s  own  act,  passed  in 
1837,  that  these  synods  are ‘‘no  longer”  in  the 
church.  Their  plain  assertion  it,  that  up  to  that 
time,  the  synods  were  in  the  church,  and  were  then 
excluded  by  the  Assembly  by  virtue  of  its  authority, 
exercised  to  be  suic  because  the  plan  was  unconsti¬ 
tutional.  Furthermore,  the  resolutions  expressly 
state  that  an  unknown,  indefinite  number  ot  the 
churches  and  ministers  and  presbyteries,  thereby 
excluded,  “were  strictly  Presbyterian  ia  doctrine 
and  in  order.”  With  what  show  of  fairness  can 
the  Assembly  then  contend  that  they  were  not  in 
the  church! 

But  were  these  synods,  synods  of  the  Presbyte¬ 
rian  church?  Those  who  have  followed  me  thus 


*  It  is  not  pretended  that  tlieae  f(TOSs  ditoideri  bare  prevailed 
In  the  aynods  ihemselves,  or  hare  boon  commiUed  by  members 
of  the  synods,  but  that  they  hav>'  been  committed  in  ihai  sectii-n 
oT  eeoniry  by  certain  atromRg  proachers  and  their  fanatical  fol< 
lowers! 


me,  which,  by  a  singular  coincidence,  have  occur 
red  in  the  Synod  of  Geneva,  and  in  which  that  sy 
nod  has  erred  in  overmuch  zeal  to  correct  the  acts 
of  some  of  the  presbyteries  under  its  jurisdiction 
One  of  the  presbyteries  had  hastily,  and  on  slight 
evidence,  admitted  a  member  of  the  presbytery 
The  Synod  of  Geneva,  in  1815,  censured  the  presby 
tery,  and  ordered  them  to  reconsider  their  decision 

The  General  Assembly  in  reviewing  the  decision 
of  the  synod,  asseits  in  the  clearest  manner  the 
settled  principles  of  Presbyterianism  that  “  the  tight 
of  deciding  on  his  admission  belonged  to  the  pres¬ 
bytery  itself,  and  that  having  admitted  him,  nomal 
ter  how  imptovidenily,  their  decison  was  valid  and 
final.  The  individual  became  a  member  in  full 
standing,  and  the  presbytery,  even  if  it  should  re  | 
considei,  could  not  reverse  its  own  decision,  or  in 
any  way  sever  the  member  so  admitted,  except  by 
regular  process.”  Again,  two  years  later,  the  same 
synod  censured  the  improper  restoration  of  a  de¬ 
posed  minister  by  another  presbytery,  and  ordered 
the  presbytery  to  rescind  their  vote  of  restora¬ 
tion.  The  presbytery  appealed  to  the  Assembly. 
The  Assembly  confirmed  the  censure,  because 
the  party  was  improperly  restored,  but  reversed  the 
order  to  rescind  “  because  the  Ai-sembly  judge  that 
a  minister  of  the  gospel,  whenever  restored  by 
presbyterial  authority,  cannot  be  deprived  of  his 
office  except  by  a  new  process  and  conviction.” 

It  is, or  all  these  grounds, obviously  impossible  that 
these  synods  and  presbyteries  should  not  be  legally, 
technically,  and  strictly  speaking,  synods  and  pres¬ 
byteries  ;  constituted,  as  they  have  been,  by  the  only 
competent  authority,  in  the  only  constitutional  man¬ 
ner,  and  having  never  been  dissolved. 

Nor  is  the  consideration  of  slight  importance, 
that  all  these  presbyteries  and  synods,  have  in  every 
possible  manner,  from  year  to  year,  and  every  year 
since  their  formation,  been  recognized  as  regular 
judicatories  of  the  church,  by  the  powers  authorized 
to  create  them — by  their  co-ordinate  and  superior 
judicatories — by  the  assemblies,  sessions,  chuiches 
and  individuals  of  the  whole  Presbyterian  church 
in  the  United  States.  Their  decisions,  judicial  and 
advisory,  have  been  submitted  to,  appealed  from, 
reviewed  and  respected,  throughout  the  church. 
Their  representatives  have  been  always  received 
and  respected,  and  allowed  to  sit  and  act  without 
question.  Their  clergy  have  always  been  published 
as  Presbyteiians.  The  bodies  ihemselves  have 
always  been,  by  every  Assembly,  declared  over  and 
over  again,  to  be  Piesbyterian,  and  without  any  ex¬ 
ception,  including  the  Assembly  of  1837,  all  As¬ 
semblies  have  reviewed  their  records — enrolled 
their  commissions — received  their  reports — record¬ 
ed  their  votes — made  them  piominent  members  of 
their  prominent  committees,  and  published  them  to 
the  church  and  to  the  world  m  their  reports  of  the 
state  of  religion,  as  recular  judicatories  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  church.  This  long  and  continued  and 
repeated  recognition  and  approval,  would  certainly 
cure  any  iiregularities  in  the  constitution  of  these 
bodies,  and  furnish  conclusive  evidence  of  their 
genuine  Presbyteiian  character,  if  all  evidence  of 
their  actual  formation  were  wanting.  Bat  when  it 
.  comes  in  as  the  consequence  and  in  aid  of  ac- 
I  tual  formation,  in  the  only  constitutional  manner,  it 


Assemblies ! !  The  case  needs  only  to  be  thus  stated 
in  the  simplest  manner,  to  show  how  utterly  impos¬ 
sible  it  is  that  these  last  resolutions  can  have  any 
validity.  As  new  standing  rules  they  can  have  no 
imaginable  force,  inasmuch,  as  they  die  with  the 
Assembly  that  passed  them.  They  are  not  th«  rules 
of  the  succeeding  Assembly,  till  it  adopts  them. 

One  Assembly  cannot  make  standing  rules  for  an¬ 
other  Assembly.  The  “  General  Rules  ”  were  only 
recommended  by  the  Assembly  of  1821,  and  were 
never  considered  as  binding  without  being  submit¬ 
ted  to  the  presbyteries. 

It  has  been  contended  that  by  the  vittual  expul¬ 
sion  ol  the  commissioners  from  the  Western  Re¬ 
serve,  the  last  Assembly  was  destroyed,  and  that 
from  and  after  that  time,  it  was  incompetent  to  act 
constitutionally,  and  in  fact  and  in  law,  ceased  to 
be  the  General  Assembly  of  tbe  Presbyterian 
church. 

It  is  also  contended,  that  should  the  majority  of 
the  next  Assembly  refuse  to  allow  the  commission¬ 
ers  flout  the  presbyteries  within  tbe  bounds  of  the 
excluded  syr.oJs  to  take  their  seats  as  members, 
that  majority  cannot  be  the  General  Assembly  ;  and 
that  tbe  other  commissioners,  silting  with  open  doors, 
acknowledging  the  rights  of  all  ttie  delegates,  en¬ 
rolling  all,  and  inviting  all  to  seats,  will  be  the  true 
General  Assembly. 

These  two  questions  are  ol  very  grave  importance, 
and  deserve  a  very  candid  and  careful  investigation. 
Much  more  depends  upon  them  than  the  mere 
triumph  of  parly.  By  the  act  incorporating  the 
‘‘Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Piesby 
teriaii  church  in  the  United  States  of  America,”  all 
the  property  of  the  church  is  vested  in  that  corpo¬ 
ration,  and  “the  General  Assembly”  as  often  as 
they  sit  in  Pennsylvania,  may  change  one  third  of 
the  trustees  (the  whole  number  being  eighteen)  in 
such  manner  as  to  the  General  Assembly  shall 
seem  proper,  and  “  in  cases  where  special  instruc¬ 
tions  ior  tbe  management  and  disposal  of  the  pro¬ 
perly  ot  the  church,  shall  be  given  by  “  the  General 
Assembly,”  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  corpora 
tion  to  act  according  to  said  instructions.”  Six  of 
the  trustees  are  a  sufficient  number  to  transact 
business.  It  will  be  seen  then  at  a  glance,  that  it  is 
of  no  little  importance  to  know  what  body  is  this 
“  General  Assembly.”  There  can  be  but  one  true 
General  Assembly,  and  that  one  has  the  sole  legal 
right  lo  direct  as  to  tbe  management  and  disposal  ol 
the  properly  of  the  church.  A  proceeding  in  the 
nature  of  a  quo  warranto,  familiar  to  every  lawyer, 
will  easily  settle  the  question  who  are  the  trustees 
of  the  General  Assembly,  and  that  corporation  being 
“  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  in  any  court  in  all 
manner  of  suits,  of  whatsoever  uatiire  kind  and  foira 
they  may  be,”  will  find  no  difficulty  in  invoking  the 
aid  of  the  established  courts  of  justice.  Before  the 
foundation  is  laid  foi  such  a  course  of  litigation  it 
will  be  well  for  all  parlies  to  pause,  till  they  are  sure 
of  the  grounds  on  which  they  proceed. 

The  Assembly  ol  1837  filed  the  commissions 
and  enrolled  the  names  of  all,  who  appeared  as 
members.  It  allowed  tliem  to  sit  during  the  whole 
session.  It  was  their  own  fault,  if  they  left  their  seals. 
They  were  in  only  one  or  two  instances  denied  the 
right  to  vole.  This  was  done  by  the  moderator, 
and  their  names  were  omiiied  by  the  reading  cleik 
in  calling  the  yeas  and  nays,  by  the  tacit  consent  of 
the  Assembly.  They  asked  the  moderator  if  they 
had  the  right  to  vole;  he  said  they  had  not.  They 
demanded  the  right,  he  refused  it,  and  they  submit- 

1  without  an  appeal  to  the  house.  The  act  of  the 
ding  clerk  and  the  moderator,  thus  sanctioned  by 
!  tacit  consent  of  the  Assembly,  for  all  moral  and 
aest  purposes,  bound  tbe  Assembly,  but  in  a  legal 
ise  it  was  not  the  act  of  the  Assembly.  In  all 
lal  votes  they  ate  of  course  presumed  to  hav 
ted.  It  was  only  in  calling  the  yeas  and 
d  in  balloting,  that  they  were  omitted.  I 
t  stop  to  inquire  whether  this  intentional 
d  virtual  exclusion  vitiated  the  elections 
iBi  which  they  were  excluded.  In  the  wq, 
couUl  do  no  more  than  that.  It  could  i 
j  Assembly  and  render  void  its  reg 
iic  course  pursued  by  some  of  the  un 
really  with  the  view  of  nullifying  the 
far  from  producing  that  effect,  deprived  them 
e  power  of  producing  it,  and  no  thanks  to  eitb 
rty,  and  fortunately  fur  'both,  the  Assetably  re¬ 
ined  its  constitutional  existe^e,  till  Its  formal 
ssolution.  It  was  the  Generm  Assembly  to  the 
d,  and  “another  General  Assembly  chosenin  the 
me  manner,"  is  to  meet  in  the  7th  Presbyterian 
lUrch,  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  3d  Thursday  of  May, 
138,  at  11  o’clock,  A.  M. 

What  will  constitute  the  General  Assembly  of 
138  ? 

It  must  be  chosen  in  the  same  manner  as 
e  last,  that  is,  it  must  be  chosen  by  all  the 
esbyteiies,  which  choose  to  be  represented. — 
The  General  Assembly  shall  represent  in  one 
)dy  all  the  particular  churches  of  this  denomi- 
ation,”  “  It  shall  be  denominated  the  Gen- 
"al  Assembly.”  “  The  General  Assembly  shall 
insist  of  an  equal  delegation  of  bishops  and 
Iders  from  each  presbytery."  The  delegates  or 
immissioners  are  appointed  by  all  the  presbyteii^j 
to  consult,  vote  and  determine,  on  all  things  thV’ 
lay  come  before  that  body.”  They  are  all  equal  to 
ower  and  right — all  are  appointed  in  thesaxim  man- 
ei,  and  bring  the  same  evidence  of  it.  l|C^ 
uperiority,  whence  do  they  derive  it?  If  an 
lie  right  to  silence  or  to  exclude,  who  ari 
Vho  is  wiser,  holier,  better  than  the  other 
hey  bishops?  or  elders?  Do  they  come  from 
delphia?  or  Baltimore?  or  Richmond? 
nany  may  they  exclude?  Fourteen?  or  56?  or 
ill  but  their  infallible  selves  ?  Shall  those  who  arc 
irst  at  the  place  of  meeting  exclude  all  others  1 
$ba!l  the  first  fourteen  shut  the  doors  upon  all  ethers, 
md  be  the  Assembly  ?  There  is  no  possible  means 
)t  organizing  the  Assembly  except  on  the  footing  of 
‘ntire  equality,  with  open  doors  and  free  votes.  A 
noments  reflection,  will  satisfy  any  candid  mind, 
hat  this  must  be  so.  It  is  not  necessary  that  tney 
should  all  be  present,  but  none  must  be  excluded  who 
Dring  the  proper  evidence  of  his  appointment.  No 
number  less  than  all  the  members  present  can  be  the 
Assembly.  In  a  deliberative  assembly  the  import¬ 
ance  ol  any  one  man  cannot  be  measured.  In  a  vote, 
all  men  count  alike,  each  is  but  one  ;  but  in  delibe¬ 
ration  one  may  be  a  host — he  may  wield  the  whole 
— his  zeal,  his  influence,  his  eloquence,  his  powers 
are  beyond  estimation.  This  idea  cannot  be  better 
illustrated  than  by  the  last  Assembly.  Measures 
that  were  carried  by  large  majorities  would  not  have 
been  carried  at  all — would  not  hare  been  proposed, 
even,  if  a  half  dozen  men,  who  might  be  named, 
had  been  absent  from  the  Assembly. 

If  some  are  excluded,  it  is  nut  a  judicatory  of  the 
whole  church — a  council  of  the  whole  church — it 
does  not  “represent  in  one  body  all  the  particular 
churches” — it  is  not  “the  bond  of  union,  peace, 
correspondence  and  mutual  confideni  e  among  all 
our  churches” — it  has  no  right  to  “superintend  the 
concerns  of  the  whole  chuich” — it  is  not  the  “Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly,”  but  a  partial  assembly,  a  body 
alien  to  oui  system,  totally  unknown  to  our  consti¬ 
tution,  and  destitute  of  power  and  authority.  The 
point  really  seems  too  plain  for  argument,  on  prin¬ 
ciple,  and  the  positive  enactment  ot  the  constitution 
seems  to  be  equally  conclusive — “Any  fourteen  or 
more  of  these  commissioners,  one  half  of  whom 
shall  be  ministers,  being  met,  on  the  day  and  at  the 

the  presbyteiy  shall  nave  been  reported  by  the  synod 
and  recognized  by  the  Assembly.  That  if  it  shall 
appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Assembly,  that 
any  new  presbytery  has  been  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  unduly  increasing  the  representation,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  shall,  by  a  vote  of  the  majority,  re¬ 
fuse  to  receive  their  delegates.  And  they  t  Iso 
required  and  received  from  the  clerks  of  their  own 
body,  formal  promises,  as  officers  of  that  body,  that 
in  completing  the  roll  of  the  next  and  subsequent 
Assemblies,  they  would  carry  out  “  the  reform  ”  of 
1837,  that  is,  would  omit  the  names  of  commission¬ 
ers  Rom  new  piesbyteries,  and  from  presbyteries 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  four  excluded  synods ! 

Is  not  this  a  gross  violation  of  the  constitution,  and 
an  attempt  on  the  part  of  a  majority  of  one  Assem¬ 
bly  to  dictate  to,  and  instruct  successive  Assemblies, 
and  compel  them  to  violate  the  constitution. 

By  the  constitution,  every  presbytery  shall  be 
entitled  to  be  represented.  The  Assembly  of  1837 
says  it  shall  be  so  no  longer.  Future  Assemblies 
shall  not  permit  delegates  from  certain  presbyteries 
to  take  their  seats ;  shall  not  allow  their  commit¬ 
tees  to  report  in  their  favor;  shall  refuse  utterly  to 
receive  them  by  a  vole  af  the  majority !  The  con¬ 
stitution  says  the  clerk’s  continuance  shall  ^  “  du¬ 
ring  pleasure,”  and  that  his  duly  shall  be  “  to  record 
the  transactions”  “preserve  the  records”  and 
“grant  exiiacts  from  them.”  He  has  no  other 
duty.  The  Assembly  of  1837  provides,  that  their 
clerk  shall  be  the  clerk  of  the  next  Assembly,  and 
that  the  commissioners  shall  hold  by  his  pleasurd^ 
and  that  hU  first  dnty  shall  be  to  carry  out  reforms  ; 
to  perform  all  the  duties  implied  by  the  action  of 
the  Assembly  of  1837,  for  the  purification  of  the 
church,  whatever  may  be  the  pleasure  yf  future 


because  the  last  Assembly  made  him  promise  that 
he  would  do  so,  by  plainly  intimating  that  they 
would  “exclude”  him  fiom  the  office  and  pay  of 
clerk  if  be  did  not  promise.  I  will  not  say,  that  the 
clerk  is  not  bound  by  his  promise,  because  a  bad 
promise  is  better  broken  than  kept--nor  because  of 
the  duress.  I  will  not  say  a  word  in  relation  to  the 
dignity  and  self-respect  that  would  submit  to  be 
thus  required  to  promise,  threatened  into  subser¬ 
viency,  or  awed  into  obsequious  obedience— or  that 
having  promised  would,  after  one  moment’s  due 
reflection,  consent  to  retain  office,  and  enter  upon 
the  duties  of  clerk  to  a  body,  while  he  was  under  a 
direct  pledge  to  do  the  bidding  of  another  body. 
These  are  matters  that  gentlemen  must  settle  as 
best  suits  their  own  feelings  and  notions  of  proprie¬ 
ty.  It  need  only  be  said,  that  any  such  piocedure 
on  the  part  of  the  clerk  iup  direct  violation  of  his 
duty  to  make  out  a  list  onHl  who  present  commis¬ 
sions,  and  his  neglect  cannot  in  any  manner  de¬ 
prive  a  commissioner  of  his  right,  or  delay  him  in 
Its  exercise.  When  the  commissioner  has  done  all 
that  he  is  required  to  do,  his  powers  are  complete. 
The  omission  of  the  clerk  to  write  his  name  on  the 
list,  whether  intentionally  or  by  mistake,  is  an  im¬ 
material  omission.  His  right  is  perfect  by  handing 
his  commission  to  tbe  clerk.  His  name  is  enrolled 
as  soon  as  the  clerk  has  his  commission  and  knows 
his  name.  The  commissions  ihemselves  are  as 
perfect  a  roll  of  the  members  as  a  mere  list  ol 
names  would  be,  although  not  quite  as  convenient. 
The  idea  that  the  clerk  and  moderator  are  clothed 
with  all  power  and  authority,  and  that  the  commis¬ 
sioners  and  the  Assembly,  as  such,  live  and  move 
and  have  their  being  by  tbe  permission  of  these 
their  servants,  seems  to  me  too  absurd  to  be  enter¬ 
tained. 

If  it  should  be  thus  determined,  however,  to  ex¬ 
clude  some  ot  the  commissioners,  can  there  then  be 
BO  General  Assembly  ?  Certainly — nothing  can 
te  more  clear  than  that  any  fourteen  or  more  of  the 
commissioneis,  being  met,  will  constitute  the  Gen¬ 
et  al  Assembly,  if  no  one  be  excluded  or  denied 
his  light — if  the  doors  are  open  at  all — if  all  are  in¬ 
vited  and  allowed  to  sit  and  “  consult,  vote  and  de 
termine  on  all  things  that  may  come  before  that  bo¬ 
dy  ” — if  all  are  admitted  to  equality  of  powet,  of 
rank,  and  of  right.  It  cannot  make  any  difference 
that  the  moderator  and  the  clerk  of  the  last  Assem¬ 
bly,  with  the  minutes  of  that  body,  and  with  any 
number,  more  or  less,  of  the  commissioneis,  choose 
to  claim  superiority — to  occupy  another  room,  oi 
another  pan  of  a  room — refuse  to  co-operate,  and 
peisisi  in  demanding  exclusive  right  and  supreme 
command.  The  minutes  of  the  last  Assembly  are 
in  no  possible  contingency  necessary  or  important 
to  the  next  Assembly.  Nor  is  the  moderator.  If 
he  be  absent,  “  another  member  appointed  for  the 
purpose  shall  hold  the  chair  till  a  new  moderator 
be  chosen.”  He  is  of  course  absent  if  he  neglect  to 
appear  with  the  true  General  Assembly.  Nor  is 
the  clerk.  He  holds  “during  pleasure,”  and  the 
choice  of  another  always  determines  the  pleasure 
Neither  are  the  lemaining  commissioners  necessa¬ 
ry,  if  they  choose  to  be  absent — if,  voluntarily 
they  ate  not  “met ’’with  the  General  Assembly 
Members  not  actually  voting,  ate  rightfully  consici 
ered  as  voting  with  the  majority.  So  those  who 
are  absent  from  their  seats,  without  compulsion,  are 
iot  the  time  being  legally  and  equitably  bound  by 
the  sets  of  those  who  are  at  their  posts.  It  is  theii 
own  fault  if  they  do  not  come,  or  coming  do  not 
“  consult,  vote  and  deteimine,”  as  they  should  do 
They  cannot,  by  voluntary  absence,  destroy  the  con¬ 
stitutional  power  and  existence  of  the  General  As 
sembly.  And  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  union 
isis  do  not  pretend  that  they  are  exclusively  the  Gen 
^eral  Assembly — that  they  are  the  sole  commission 
ers.  It  is  not  a  question  whether  the  commissioners 
within  the  juiisdiction  of  the  four  Synods  can 
ill  be  the  General  Assembly,  but  whether  a 
of  the  commissioners,  or  the  whole,  are  the 
bly.  They  set  up  no  pretensions  to  exclu- 
ess;  they  claim  no  extraordinary  powers  in 
'iselves — no  preference  to  others — no  precedence 
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*  Bib.  Rep.  for  April,  1838, 


place  appointed,  shall  be  a  quorum  for  the  transac 
tion  of  business.”  Any  number,  “  bein  j  met,”  are 
necessary  to  form  a  quorum.  Fourteen  are  not  a 
quorum,  if  there  be  more  there.  No  business  can 
be  transacted  unless  there  be  a  quorum.  It  is  not 
the  General  Assembly  till  there  is  a  quorum  com¬ 
petent  to  transact  business ;  and  there  cannot  con¬ 
stitutionally  be  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  busi¬ 
ness,  if  any  of  “fourteen  or  more,  being  met,”  are 
excluded  or  debarred  from  their  participation  in  the 
tiansactioD  of  business.  On  any  other  construction, 
there  might  be  a  dozen  quorums  of  the  General 
Assembly  competent  to  transact  business,  which 
is  absurd.  These  principles  are  so  universally  re¬ 
ceived  and  acted  on  in  all  the  transactions  of  public 
affairs,  that  it  is  believed  that  the  whole  history  of 
deliberative  bodies,  no  matter  with  what  factious 
zeal  or  unprincipled  party  spirit  they  may  have 
been  characterized,  does  not  furnish  an  instance  in 
which  it  was  ever  before  pretended  that  a  part  of  a 
body  of  directors,  trustees,  managers,  representa¬ 
tives  of  any  sort  could  exclude  their  asrociates,  and 
legally  exercise  the  authority  of  the  whole,  except 
such  were  tbe  express  terms  of  their  associatioa. 
It  is  plain  to  see  that  if  any  fourteen  are  a  quorum, 
they  have  all  the  power  that  more  may  have  to  ex¬ 
clude,  and  if  fourteen  unionists  should  succeed  in 
first  entering  the  church,  they  have  but  lo  lock  the 
doors  and  be  the  General  Assembly,  fully  compe¬ 
tent  “  to  plague  the  inventors”  of  this  aew  princi¬ 
ple  of  organization — to  commend  the  poisoned  cha¬ 
lice  to  the  lips  of  thise  who  filled  it,  and  “  to  ex¬ 
communicate  the  orthodox.”  My  life  on  it,  none 
will  contend  that  this  power  exists  in  any  part,  ex¬ 
cept  their  own  part. 

It  is,  however,  understood  that  the  exclusion  is 
to  be  made  by  the  clerk,  who  is  to  “  take  the  respon¬ 
sibility”  of  making  up  a  partial  toll,  a  false  list, 


es  are  nearly  equal  in  numbers;  it 
foretell  wjiich  will  be  the  lajj^er 
party  is  composed  of  exclusive^ 

They  shut  out  the  others — perhaps  the  majority 
and  organize  separately.  Tbe  other  party  shut  out 
no  one,  and  atte^^t  no  safBrate  organization.  They 
are  willing  that  the  others  should  come  in  and  out¬ 
vote  them,  if  they  can.  Is  it  not  clear  which  would 
be  the  General  Assembly  ?  Suppose  that  at  the 
commencement  ol  a  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
the  clerk  o^he  preceding  House  should  exclude 
front  ih«  ripresentalive  chamber  all  the  members 
except  those  from  New-England,  and  then  they 
should  elect  a  Spegjjer,  and  proceed  to  organize 
themselves  as  the  HflHpg^does  any  one  suppose  that 
it  would  therefore  bei^Wftouse  of  Representatives  ? 

If  all  the  other  niemwrs',  ‘however,  as  they  would 
do,  should  proceed  to  organize  themselves  by  the 
choice  of  a  Speaker  alld  Clerk,  inviting  and  allow- 
the  others  to  he  present  if  they  chose,  is  it  not 
ally  clear  that  they  would  be  the  only  true 
se  of  Representatives,  competent  to  perform  all 
duties,  either  at  that  place  or  any  other  lo  which 
'  ight  chouse  to  adjourn.  If  such  a  state  of  things 
could  ever  occur^  no  two  intelligent  minds  would 
differ  as  to  the  right  of  the  case.  Yet  the  case  is 
parallel  with  the  one  under  consideration. 

Having  closed  what  I  intended  to  say  upon  these 
proceedings  in  detail,  the  reader’s  attention  is  invited 
to  a  few  closing  remarks  of  a  more  general  nature. 

It  is  presumed  that  all  candid  minds  will  admit, 
that  there  had  been  serious  violations  of  order  in  the 
Presbyterian  church,  which  called  loudly  for  cor¬ 
rection  ;  and  that  probably  irregularities  were  most 
abundant  in  the  region  of  the  four  synods.  But 
irregularities  are  not  confined  to  western  New  York 
or  Ohio.  The  enemy  hath  sown  tares  in  every  field. 
There  are  “  violations  of  the  constitution”  every 
wheie — “injustice  and  injury”  every  where — “  prac¬ 
tical  independence  of  our  laws”  ever  r  where — every 
where  “  departures  front  our  standards” — every 
where  “  pastors  without  churches  and  churches 
without  pastors.”  And  even  in  the  West,  the  salt 
has  not  all  lost  its  savor :  there  ate  untold  numbers, 
supposed  to  be  about  35,000,  who  are  “  strictly  Pres 
byterian  in  doctrine  and  in  order,”  even  there.  It 
is  not  strange,  therefore,  that  many  should  think 
that  so  much  wheat  would  have  been  saved,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  tares— that  35,000  righteous  found 
there  might  have  saved  even  those  regions,  or  at 
least  have  received  for  themselves  some  alight 
warning,  if  no  angel  were  sent  to  hurry  them  away. 

A  careful  constitutional  corrective  is  needed  every 
where,  to  bring  the  church  back  to  its  primitive 
constitutional  organization  and  ministration.  Tbe 
greatest  of  all  abuses  is  an  attempt  to  correct  abuses 
in  a  violent,  illegal,  arbittary  and  unconstitutional 
manner.  In  the  case  before  us,  what  possible  abu¬ 
ses  can  so  endanger  the  peace  and  purity  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  as  ttie  arrogance  and  usurpa¬ 
tion  of  the  General  Assembly.  It  has  arrogated  to 
itself  all  the  powers  of  the  church.  It  has  usurped 
the  power  of  making  laws — a  power  not  existing  in 
any  church  judicatory.  It  has  usurped  all  the 
powers  delegated  by  the  constitution  to  any  other 
judicatory  and  officer  of  the  church.  The  powers 
ol  the  church  sessions,  to  exclude  from  the  church; 
the  powers  of  the  presbyteries,  to  remove  and  judge 
and  censure  ministers;  the  powers  of  the  synods, 
lo  redress  whatever  has  been  done  by  the  presbyte¬ 
ries  contrary  to  order,  to  erect  and  unite  and  divide 
presbyteries.  On  its  own  motion,  it  abolishes  the 
tribunals  of  tbe  church,  and  destroys  all  our  consti¬ 
tutional  safeguards,  leaving  large  portions  of  the 
church,  which  are  strictly  Presbyterian,  totally 
destitute  of  every  right  and  privilege,  and  power  of 
discipline.  Being  only  an  appellate  court  and  an 
advisory  council,  it  claims  to  unite  in  itself,  and  to 
exercise  in  a  summary  manner,  all  supreme,original, 
legislative,  judicial  and  executive  power,  at  the 
same  iustantj  by  the  same  simple  resolution.  It 
claims  the  right  to  do  what  it  pleases  with  tbe 
chuich,  its  members,  and  its  judicatories.  It  claims 
all  w.sdom  and  power — past,  present  and  to  come. 
What  past  Assemblies  have  done  is  swept  away  : 
future  Assemblies  are  stripped  of  their  power  and 
freedom,  and  fettered  and  tied.  The  Assembly  of 
1837  claims  the  tight  to  impress  its  understanding, 
its  measures,  and  its  management,  on  the  church, 
through  all  time  !  And  all  these  claims  are  set  up 
on  principle.  “  The  constitution,”  says  their  cham¬ 
pion,  ‘‘  is  not  a  donation  of  powers ;  it  is  a  limitation 
of  them.  The  General  Assembly  does  not  derive 
its  powers  from  the  constitution :  it  has  the  right  to 
do  anything,  in  tbe  discharge  of  its  duties  as  a  su 
preme  judicatory  and  supervisory  body  of  the  church 
which  the  constitution  does  not  forbid !”  If  this 
doctrine  were  sound,  how  speedily  would  it  dispose 
of  the  objection  to  the  Plan  of  Union,  on  the  ground 
of  want  of  authority  in  the  General  Assembly.  But 
this  doctrine  seems  to  me  to  be  titteily  destitute  of 


foundation  in  truth.  The  constitution  does  not,  ia 
terms,  forbid  anything  to  the  Assembly.  Is  it  true, 
then,  that  that  bodv  may  do  anything  with  nsT 
One  almost  seems  to  hear  the  bones  of  the  sturdy 
old  piimitive  Presbyterians  rattle  in  their  graves, 
at  the  mere  statement  of  a  proposition  which  anai^ 
hilates  the  freedom  of  the  chuich.  If  it  could  be 
true,  I  lor  one  would  say,  the  sooner  the  better,  IcC 
the  Assembly  declare  itself  a  peipetaal  cellece  of 
cardinals — give  the  bishops  of  some  metropolitaii 
towns  power  over  their  brethren,  and  finally  esta¬ 
blish  absolute  power  and  infallible  judgment  ia 
some  one  of  them,  that  with  the  absolutism  of  des¬ 
potic  power,  we  might  have  the  simplicity  and  efiS- 
ciency  ef  an  actual  and  acknowledged  despotism. 

It  was  not  till  the  church  had  been  corrupted  lor 
ages  and  ages  by  the  love  of  power  and  selfish  ag¬ 
grandizement,  that  tbe  bishops  and  councils  of  the 
Church  of  Rome  arrogated  lo  ihemselves  half  the 
powers  now  set  up  for  a  ft  w  ministers  ot  the  hith¬ 
erto  free  Presbyterian  church.  It  must  have  beea 
in  the  confidence  of  some  right  to  rule  the  whole  of 
God’s  heritage  in  their  own  way,  that  they  ^re  as 
a  reason  for  omitting  all  formsand  modes  of  justice, 
reason  which  only  shows  the  value  of  those  modes 
and  forms.  “  To  have  done  it  by  personal  process 
would  have  been  impossible  ;  and  if  possibly  tediou^ 
agitating  and  troublesome.”  It  will  be  tedious  and 
troublesome  to  try  you ;  we  will  therefore  pontah 
you  without  trial!  Open  trials  will  agitate  and 
arouse  the  people ;  we  will  therefore  cut  you  off 
ithoui  delay,  at  a  blow  !  It  will  be  impossible  to 
convict  you ;  we  will  not  therefore  give  you  a  chance 
to  prove  your  innocence  1  Need  it  be  said,  that  it 
no  part  of  our  system  that  there  should  be  such 
great  central  powet  in  the  church,  thus  dispensing 
with  law,  thus  overshadowing  and  absorbing  all 
powers,  and  disregarding  all  the  rights  of  Presbyte¬ 
rians — need  it  be  said  that  it  is  totally  al  war  with 
our  whole  system  ;  and  that  unless  the  membera  of 
the  Presbyteiian  church  have  chaugeo  their  chaiae- 
let  and  forgotten  their  rights,  they  will  with  one 
accord  pul  down  this  assumption  of  power.  Till 
they  do  so,  there  cannot  be  anything  like  mace  in 
the  church.  When  you  attempt  to  drive  Presbyte¬ 
rians  with  the  lash,  or  crush  them  with  the  heel, 
you  may  cry  peace !  peace  I  “  till  the  crack  of  doom,” 
but  there  will  be  no  peace. 

I  do  not  mean  to  say,  that  it  is  intended  to  destroy 
the  freedom  of  the  church  :  1  do  not  say  that  there 
s  as  yet  a  patty  who  seek  to  establish  arbitrary 
power.  The  fiist  foundations  of  spiritual  despotism 
are  always  laid  by  those  who  would  not  knowingly 
or  willingly  have  done  so,  had  they  for  a  moment 
foreseen  the  consequences.  1  do  not  mean  to  say, 
that  as  yet  a  professed  regard  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  church  has  been  made  a  rampart,  from  behind 
which,  party  animosity,  private  pique  and  personal 
malignity  might  burl  their  poisoned  snafts  at  those 
who  could  not  otherwise  be  successfully  attacked. 

[  am  not  ignorant  that  high-tempered  zeal,  in  honest 
pursuit  of  reform,  almost  always  seems  to  be  gOT- 
erned  by  personal  considerations^  and  to  be  seeking 
its  own  ends.  But  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  in 
the  history  of  the  lew  Assemblies  last  past,  there  is 
much  to  alarm  all  well-wishers  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  Let  all  look  to  it :  it  is  every  man’s  bnsi- 
ness.  The  footsteps  of  spiiitual  power,  in  its  path 
to  supremacy,  have  always  been  substantially  alike. 
Its  subjugation  of  the  human  mind  has  always  been 
begun  in  the  same  purity  of  purpose,  and  by  similar 
imperceptible  degrees  has  it  gone  on  to  its  terribla 
mastery.  It  is  in  looking  back  upon  its  progreM 
that  we  seem  lo  see  where  it  has  paused  and  col¬ 
lected  its  strength  to  three-fold  the  cords  ot  its  do¬ 
minion,  and  add  new  scorpions  to  the  scourge  of  its 
vengeance.  We  see  it  first  in  its  laudable  and  af¬ 
fectionate  attempts  to  secure  purity  and  steadiness 
of  faith,  to  maintain  regularity  and  order  in  minia- 
tratiun — and  we  wish  it  God  speed.  We  have  no 
fears  till  it  is  too  late,  of  the  next  measures,  the 
formal  trials  of  books,  nor  of  tl.«  personal  attack 
upon  the  author,  nor  of  the  regular  trial  for  abstract 
speculative  opinions,  nor  of  the  condemnatitHi  and 
disgrace  of  an  individual  who  differs  from  the  many, 
nor  of  the  wholesale  condemnation  of  all  who  sym¬ 
pathize  with  him,  nor  ot  the  doing  a  little  wrong  to 
do  a  great  right,  and  setting  aside  tedious  and  troa- 
blesome  forms,  and  breaking  down  the  obstacles  to 
speedy  decisions  ;  nor  of  confounding  the  innocent 
with  the  guilty,  if  they  are  found  togethei;  nor  of 
condemning  all  unheard,  if  they  will  not  plead 
guilty.  We  are  hardly  startled  at  the  introduction 
of  the  rack  as  a  competent  witness,  and  the  stake  ae 
a  valuable  coadjutor  in  the  work  of  reform.  We, 
finally,  hear  without  shuddering,  as  they  come  up 
from  the  dank,  unvisiied  dungeon,  tbe  half-smothered 
moans  of  inquisitorial  torment,  and  the  shrieks  that 
rise  to  heaven  from  the  holiday  bonfires  of  an  auto 
dafe.  Is  not  this  always  so?  Is  it  not  the  natural 
;endency  ?  Is  it  not  to  prevent  all  these  things,  that 
the  Presbyterian  system  has  been  devised?  And 
shall  we  not  rise  up  against  the  first  manifestations 
of  unjustifiable  power,  and  resist  its  earliest  de¬ 
mands? 


It  is  not  my  purpose  to  point  out  a  detailed  course 
ot  conduct,  for  the  one  party  or  the  other,  in  the 
coming  crisis  of  these  difficulties.  There  are,  how¬ 
ever,  certain  principles  of  action,  which  cannot  fail 
to  produce  the  happiest  results,  and  which  cannot 
be  too  often  or  too  strongly  recommended  to  both 
parties.  Let  all  extend  the  same  charity  to  othera 
which  they  ask  for  themselves.  Let  all  believe  that 
both  parties  are  wrong — have  made  great  mistakes, 
and  sincerely  desire  the  good  of  the  church.  Let 
all  determine  to  promote  union  and  harmony.  Let 
every  schismatic  be  frowned  into  silence ;  every 
railer,  every  accuser  of  his  brethren,  left  to  stand 
alone.  Let  every  advocate  for  absolute  power  and 
infallibility — every  fanatic,  bigot  and  uluaist  be 
shunned.  Let  all  honestly  endeavor  to  make  the 
General  Assembly  “  the  bond  of  union,"  “  the  bond 
of  peace,"  “  the  bond  of  correspondence,"  ''the  bond 
of  mutual  confidence  among  all  the  churches."  In 
affectionate  superintendance  ol  the  whole  church,  let 
it  lift  up,  not  the  hand  of  power,*  but  the  voice  of 
“  warning  and  bearing  testimony” — “  bearing  testi¬ 
mony  against  erior  in  doctrine,  and  immoralitT  m 
practice  in  churches,  presbyteries  and  synods  ;’Vre- 
proving  departures  from  our  standards;  warning  the 
delinquent,  that  b/  the  constitutional  action  of  tbe 
sessions  and  ihe  presbyteries,  they  must  he  dealt 
with  according  to  gospel  rules ;  conjuring  all  those 
churches  and  presbyteries  that  are  num^red  with 
us,  to  see  to  it  that  their  eiganization  be  Presbyte¬ 
rian,  and  their  action  in  honest  conformity  to  the 
constitution,  form  of  government,  and  discipline, 
which,  (if  not  by  an  oath)  by  an  equally  solemn  act 
of  approval,  they  are  bound  to  sustain  and  enforce, 
if  there  be  any  who  claim  to  be  with  us,  who  are 
not  of  us,  who  have  not  assumed  our  obligations, 
and  dislike  our  system,  let  them,  in  the  spirit  of 
peace  and  good  will,  be  besonght  to  seek  their  own 
place  and  their  own  people,  and  not,  under  a  mask, 
in  the  guise  of  tiiendship,  pursue  a  course  which, 
whatever  their  own  consciences  may  say,  most 
seem  to  others  to  deserve  the  indignant  ieprobati>tn 
of  honorable  minds,  as  dishonest  and  treacherous. 
Give  up  passion,  and  prejudice,  and  pride  of  opinion, 
and  patty  spirit,  and  believe  that  truth  ana  right 
alone  are  important.  Depend  upon  it,  it  is  not  worth 
moment’s  consideration  which  party,  as  such, shall 
triumph  to  day,  or  to-morrow,  in  this  Assembly  or 
that.  Temporary  triumphs — carrying  this  or  that 
measure — passing  this  or  that  resolution — will  not 
prevent  the  ultimate  triumph  of  the  truth.  Let  all 
remember,  that  when  the  excitements  of  the  conttat 
shall  have  subsided,  and  the  truth  shall  shine,  as  it 
one  day  will  do,  with  its  own  nndimmed  and  nn- 
colored  lustre,  whoever  shall  be  found  to  have  sought 
party  pui  poses  instead  of  the  good  of  the  ehutch, 
will  regret  with  bitterness  and  shame  that  they 
have  been  the  champions  of  disorder  and  disunion, 
and  that  their  names  must  forever  stand  connected 
with  the  progtess  of  schism  in  the  church,  wrang¬ 
ling  in  her  councils,  and  injustice  in  her  conita! 
Let  all  act  upon  these  principles,  and  strive  to  build 
up  what  discord  has  broken  down;  and  He  who 
has  protected  bis  church  in  six  troubles,  will  not 
abandon  her  in  the  seventh.  She  will  a^tn  be  aa 
she  was  in  days  past,  clad  in  her  beautiful  garments, 
with  the  candle  of  the  Lord  shining  before  her. 


*  I  cannot  help  referring  to  the  Preebyterion  for  Maieh 
24,  1838.  We  there  find  in  the  article  from  the 
tory,  that  the  Synod  of  New  Jersey,  inatead  of  faeuif 
“cut  off,”  waa  enjoined  to  correct  the  inegalaritieo 
charged  upon  it  e  presbyteries  and  chnrahea.  This  was 
the  conalitutional  course.  In  obedience  te  thia  requiei. 
lion,  the  Synod  admonished  the  presbyteries  to  oeineet 
the  evil.  The  resolntiona  of  the  Syn^  “were  adopted 
unanimously,  having  received  the  support  «f  soma  of 
those  who,  on  the  floor  of  the  (Seneral  Assembly,  had 
been  most  prominsnt  and  xedUma  in  resiatiag  the  ahtega- 
tion  of  tbe  Plan  of  Union.**  In  tha  aama  wafer  an  two 
long  articles,  the  one  editorial,  sad  tha  other  a  oeMMU 
nioation,  full  of  apprebenaion  lost  “  magnanimity,’'  and 
the  love  of  justice,  the  old-faakiened  desire  “  to  r^pi^  aa 
unjust  act,  let  the  conseqnencee  be  what  they  mar," 
should  make  “  not  a  few,”  even  of  those  **  who  premoo 
to  be  orthodox,”  falter,  and  finally  fall  bMk  ia  tbw  say- 
port  of  these  measures  of  exclusion.  It  oaanet  bo  othar. 
wise.  If  the  four  synods  had  been  treated  like  the  Sywod 
,  of  New  Jersey,  how  diffireat  would  hove  boea  tho  atatg 
of  tbe  choreh! 


XUM 


